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He always cought the first effect of the steel point of his stick on the old
marble of the hall pavement, large black-and-white squares that he
remembered as a childhood memory which affected him as now saw towards
the growth of an early conception of style. This effect was the dim
reverberating tinkle as of some far-off bell hung. But who should say
where? — in the depths of the house, in the past, of that mystical, other world
that might have flourished for him had he not, abandoned it. With this
impression he repeated the same action; he put his stick noiselessly away in
a corner — feeling the place once more in the likeness of some great glass

bowl, all precious concave crystal , set delicately humming by the play of a
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moist finger round its edge. The concave crystal held, as it were, this
mystical other world, and the indescribably of its rim was the sigh there, the
scarce audible pathetic wail to his strained ear, of all the old baffled
foreswarn possibilities. What he did therefore by this appeal of his hushed
presence was to wake them into such measure of ghostly life as they might
still enjoy. (Robbe-Grillert, 1956, pp. 316-317).
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