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The positions consonants and vowels are written F-,’and L: F= ClI, first consonant;’ =
C2, second consonant; and L = C3, third consonant. The last of these is rcpeated to
represent a fourth and, possibly, a {ifth consonant. Thus CACC is written FA'l, and

CACCAC is written FA'LAL.

The segments of the root (asl) take their positions in the arrangements thus
defined. The root itself is a complex element comprising two sides, one phonic
(three or four consonants) and the other semantic (a semantic value common to all

words which are derive from it, i. . ma'nal, see note 1).
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Verbal morphology

The basic structurcs, which assume the form of the third person masculine of
perfective verbs, e. g. daraba, are involved in two types of processes: without
augment and with augment. The first corresponds to what is traditionally called
inflectional mor-phology, and the second to the morphology of derivation and
composition.

I Derivation ‘without augment’ does not modify the basic consonantal
structure and makes it possible to derive the verbal form of the imperfect and of the
imperative, by prefixation and...
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Derived nominal morphology
Participles and their intensive forms, adjectives, nouns of time, place, and
instrument, and comparatives are derived from the imperfect with which they have a

relationship which is formal (they share the same structure, CVCCVC: yafdl,

mafal, maf'il, a‘al...) and/ or semantic. The explanation of the derivational schema
(see Figure 4.1) proposed in Bohas and Guillaume (1984), applied to the intensive

adjective ‘wkuw! (‘uzzler’), enables one to have a more precise understanding of
these processes.
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Similarly, there is a tradition of declaiming poetry, and it is by analysing the
suprasegmental phenomena within that framework that we can hope to progress,
while, of course, correlating our analysis with the collection of facts which we
know, but without asking the Arab grammarians and metricians to treat points which
did not fall within their province, that would be as absurd as to reproach specialists
of the nahw for not treating figures of speech, when this field belonged to the
rhetoricians.
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2. Linguistics
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4. unmarked
5. marked
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