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Hermeneutics and Interpretive - Reflective Researeh

Alter the Renaissance in Europe, rescarch methodology in physical science
changed dramatically. Empiricism and positivism became two major features of
physical science.

Great successes and new discoveries in physical science, one after another, gave
rise to the idea that scientific objectivity is the only thing needed in any scientific
research. Inevitably, humanities and social science adopted the new methodology
unguestioningly, to match up with the accepted norms of the time in order to gain
status and prestige. Nevertheless, the new methodology was not in accordance with
the nature of the subjects studied in those fields. The subject in physical science is
inorganic matter, while in humanities and social science the resercher deals with
man with all his mental, social, and cultural Complexities.

It is not then appropriate to study man {rom & physical scientist’s view. Rather,
one has to put himself in the subject position, understand and interpret its totality.
This is what hermeneutics deal with. It has to be cxtended from scriptural
interpretation to the vast field of human life.
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