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A staged development model for new towns:
A British experience

The paper tries to develop a general model about the process of population and
economic change in British new towns. In this research the theories of staged development
of urban area and urban decline are adopted as a theoretical basis and methods of factor
analysis and labour market accounts as an analytical methods for studying the process of
development of new towns. The results of the factor analysis show that the development of
new towns was related to the changes in employment opportunities and demographic
characteristics of these towns. Furthermore the results of labour market accounts on the
new towns indicate that the new towns had a phased development over their life cycle. The
results indicate that a British new lown experienced substantial growth in population and
employment over the first and second stages (first and second decades) of its development.
While they experienced the process of stagnation in maturity stage (third decade).

This research show that as a result of a large amount in-migration to the new towns
over these decades, there was considerable growth in the size of the labour force during the
third decade (maturity stage). In this stage, because of a mismatch between labour supply
and labour demand, there was a job-shortfall in the new towns. As a result, we can expect a
growth in job-shortfall, unemployment and out-migration over the fourth stage of their
development, if the process of stagnation occurs and continues in these towns.

Of course the results of this research show that the size of a new town and the state of
its regional economiy and regional policy are important factors in the development of a new
town.
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1- Factor Analysis

2- Labour Market Accounts

3- Demand of Labour, Supply of Labour

4- Staged Development theory, Urban Decline
5- Core & Ring
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6- Urbanization
7- Suburbanization

8- Desurbanzation
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9- Urban decline theory
10- Zero-growth model
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11- Conceptual framework of the research
12- Factor Analysis & Labour market accounts
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13- Factor analysis method
14- Labour market accounts.
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15- Travel to work area.
16- Natural change of labour force, Participation rate, Size of labour force
[7- Labour market accounts components

18- Natural change component
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19- The participation change component
20- Employment change

21- Unemployment change

22- Net out migration

23- Net out commuting
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24- Varimax rotation
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25- Melton Kevnes, Washington & Redditch
26- Harlow & Welwyn
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