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This is, of course, the time when persian had got a firm hold in many parts
of the Pak-Indian subcontinent and many people of the soil had started
writing prose and poetry in this language, after the advent of the Shaznavis.
Thus it is a very shetchy story of the progress and popularity of Persian from
the earliest times to the middle of the twelfth century in this sub-continent, as
recorded by early chroniclers and geographers, but with the extant and known

matrial at our disposal a more detailed study of the subject is not possible
at the moment.

(8)



We also come across references to some other Sanskrit works (15) being
translated into Persian, but as the dates of these translations cannot positively
be established, it remains a matter of conjecture whether the language used
was Dari or its earlier version.

By the middle of the tenth century A.C. Persian becomes the language of
every day use of the people of Makran, a province of Pak-India sub-Contin-
ent, now forming a partof Pakistan, as Abu Ishaq Ibrahim Istakbri (d. 346
A.H.) remarks in his al Masalik val Mamalik (340/951):

sy paradt ot Olad s L5Ually SOV k) Sldt et (g5 el
(V)4 Ky desp) Wt O Ko Gt Glid s Lty Lo al) bt 5 9 Sl

«The people of Multan wear trousers and wontles and the people of Man-
surah, Multan and its neighbourhood speak Arabic and Sindhi. The people
of Makran speak Persian and Makari». (16)

The influence of Persian language and Itanian ways of life continued to
spread in the area for another 200 years, viz., the twelfth century, when Al-
Idrisi (493/1100-560/1166) records in his famous geographical work Kitab
Nuzhat-al-Mushtaq fi-Khtiray al-Afaq:
use both for purposes of comversation. The dress of the common people
cohsists of tunics, while the merchants and people of eminence wear shirts
with long sleeves, and cloaks, and use long pieces of cloth and kerchiefs of
gold lame as their turbans, in the style of the merchants of Iraq and Fars. (17)

might grant recovery unto you through him! (The Rawi further) informs that
the Caliph sent for Manaka and provided for his proper conveyance and other
necessary provisions of journey. Manaka came (to Iraq) treated al-Rashid who
recovered through his cure» (Dr. I bn Abi Usaibia, Uyum al-anba fi Tabagat
al-Atibba, ii, 33).

15. The Boo of Charaka. Gf. Alberuni’s India (Ar. Text, p. 123. Eng. rvi.,
213); Ibn Abi Usaibi’a, ii, 32; and English translation of Charaka publi-
shed in Calcutta in 1925.

The language of the people of Makran is Persian and Makrani, and they

—Veo o o Aboolly Mol (5 phaal o) p) Glewd ) 7

OOV o« Mlen 5 llon Lo i 031 Kn 9350 iy O Ka 030 0L 0)

17. Maqbul Ahmad, S., Indiu and the Neighbouring Territories. 47-8.
This is, of course, the time when Persian had got a firm hold in many parts

(7



otherwise this might have been the earliest known specimen of Persian prose,
having been written by the closee of the eighth century A.C. (14)

.

14. a. C. Durant, will, QurOriental Heritage, 532; Havell, R.B., The History of

Aryan Rule in India, 208;
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«Of the boos written by Shanaq (Chanakiya) is the Kitab al-sumum (a book
pertaining to Poisons & their Properties). This book consists of 5 macala’s.
The book being in Sanskrit, Manaka al-Hindi explained (its contents) in the
Persian language; and a man nown as Abu Hatim al-Balkhi was actually
responsible for rendring it into the Persian script. This Abu Hatim further
explained (the contents of this book) to the Vizier Yahya b. Khalif al-Barmaki.
(After approval) a copy of this work was prepared for (the Caliph’s son) al-
Ma’'mum by his client Abbas b. Sa’id al-Jawhari. (This Abbas was later)

“deputed to rcad this book with al-Ma’mum...

MANAKA AL-HINDIwas a scholar of Medicinc. He was an excellent and
wise physician. He was a philosopher also, and was an excelent and wise
physician. He was a philosopher also, and was (Considered) an authority on
all the Indian Sciences. Withal he was proficient in both the Indian language
(Sanskrit) and Persian. He translated the work of Shanaq al-Hindi on Poisons
from Sanskrit to Persian. He lived in the days of the Caliph Harun al-Rashid,
and it was in the time of this Caliph that Manaka travelled from Indian to
Traq and had the honour of the Caliph’s audience (who was then ill in bed).
Manaka treated him. T have found it mentioned in some of the books that
Manaka was a member of the Circle of Ishaq b. Sulaiman b. Ali al-Hashimi
and he used to translate works from Sanskrit into Persian and Arabic. Quoting
from the Kitab-akhbar al-Khulafa, wa 1-Baramika, (I may say) that the
Caliph al-Rashid once fell victim to a complicated disease. Many physicians
treated him but he could not recover. Abu Umar al-a jami (one of his cour-
tiers) advised the Caliph saying: There lives in India a physician known as

Manaka. He is a saintphilosopher. Should the Caliph send for him, Allah
e
(6)



for having broken the stipulation, whereby he forgeited his life» (11)

As the execution of Mani took place after he returned to Iran from India
during the sharp reign of the Sassarian King, Bahram I, who ruled over Iran
between the years 273 and 276 A.C., we again get a clue that Persian travelled
with Mani to India at this period.

The carliest known book dictated in Persian language by an Indian seems
to be the translation of Treatise on Poisons written by Chandragupta’s (322-
298 B.C.) great minister, Chanakyn or Kartilya. This happened in the eighth
century A.C.. who a famous Hindu Philosopher and Medico with the name
of Manaka was sent for by Harun al Rashid (786-809) from India to Baghdad
to cure him of a serious malady. This Manaka was converted to Islam and
translated for Yahya b. Khalid b. Barmak, the minister of Harun (170-177
AH), the treatise of Chanakya from Sanskrit to Persian (12) Unfortunately
this Persian translation of the Sanskrit work is not extant, (13)
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«This Manaka al-Hindi was agood Muslim. He embraced Islam after
discussion, thorough investigation and careful consideration».
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is concerned. According to the general belief and Jatest researches, (7)  1s1eq
an offspring of Pahlavi, came into existence in the first or scond century A.C.
This was the time when Khushans were ruling in a part of the sub-continent
with Peshawar as their capital, their empire having extended to some eastern
provinces of Iran. (8)

It can thus be conjectured that probably Kushans (9) were the first citizens of
the Pakistan-Hind sub-continent, who came in contact with Persian, and must
have brought this language here in the first or second Century A.C. Thus
the earliest time when prsian landed on this soil must be about two thousand
years age. This view is also supported by the Kushan incription in Greek
letters discovered from Sorkh Kotal in Baghlan (Tekharestan), which contains

some Persian or Dari words. (10) Yet neither in Iran nor anywhere else is dis-
covered or preserved or preserved a specimen of Persian prose or poetry
covered or preserved a specimen of Persian prose or poetry dating back to this

period. Hence one cannot positively substantiate this conjecture.

Again we find near the end of the third century Mani (215/216-276 AC)
the founder of the Manichaean religion, travelling to India to preach his
gospel. The learned al-Biruni (early eleventh century) remarks in his
Chronology of Ancien Nations (Sachau’s translation, p. 191):

«So Mani went off to India, China and Thibet, and there preached his
gospel. Afterwards he returned, and was seized by Bahram and put to death

7. Mein, Dr. Mohammad, Itrdeduction to Borhan-e-Qate, pp 27-28; and
Habibi, Abdul Hai, The two Thousand years old language of Afghanistan:
*The Mother of Dari language pp 6-8.

(8) Kanishka, the really important Kushan ruler came into power in 78. AC.
and ruled till 103 A.C. His capital was Purushapura (Peshawar) and his
empire extended to Khetan and Kashghar. He built a great Buddhist
monastery in Peshawar (Cf. Powell-Price, J.C., A. History of India p. 64;
and Bdwardes, Michael, 4. History of India, p. 66).

(9) Tabatabai, Professor Mohit, Indian Persian (An article published
in the Pars of Shiraz, April 4, 1966, issue).

(10) Cf. articles by Mariag, M., in Journal Asiatique Pt. 4. 1958; Henning
M.B.. in Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, 1960; and
Benveniste, Emile, in Journal Asiatique, 1961.
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which would thrown light on the real place of Pakistan in the ancient world.
The preliminary excavations.

at the new site had been completed and the next phase was likely to start
next summer in 1967 when some more details regarding the history and culture
of the area were expected to come to light.

The malterials found in the grave period are directly linked with similar
graves found in the northern part of Iran and they relate to the period from
sixth century B.C. and before Alexander’s invasion.

The articles recovered during the excavations include large-sized painted
pottery associated with the Achacmenian period houses.

Seven houses, each having a fire altar madc on a raised platform on the
side of the room, have also been discovered. One fire altar, which appears to
be a public one, is built in a beter style and has pillars and four corners with
a sun flower on the top and on a seat at the bettom is placed an incense burner.
A small lamp different from these found in the Buddhist period is also placed
on the seat.

Even after the death of Darius, staraps were nominated by the Tranian Gov-
ernment to rule over certain parts of the Pakistan-Hind sub-continent. Accord-
ing 0 Greck historian Orosius, a Parthian king Mithridates 1, whe reigned

from 173 to 136 B.C.(5) and extended his conquest to the river Indus and subdued
the territory beiween the rivers Indus and Jhelum. (6)

We find reference of the political contacts between the two countries through
the conturies down to the Second contury A.C. But during all this period the
language uscd by Tranians was not Farsi or Dari, with which the present writer
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(6) Orosius, v. 5, as quoted by Rawlinson in his Sixth Great Qriental Monarchy,

p. 78.

«Justin (XL1, 6,8) says that Mithridates’ dominions streiched from the
Lower Euprates to the Hindu Kush, which implies that he took possession
of Sistan and Western Araechosia, but there is ne suggestion that he ever
extended his rule as far as the Indus. Had he done so, Justin would hardly
have failed to mention it. Wroth is probably correct in showing the eastern
limit of Mithridates conquests as running north-north-east from the neigh-
bour-hood of Nushki in Baluchistan to Kabul, ie., along with watershed
between the Heldmand and Indus systems.» (Marshall’s Guide to Taxila,
p. 20. fn.)

(3)



its goal. (2) On the strength of the survey so made. Darius sent an army and
conquered Sind and the old Panjab in 518 B.C., thus constituting the twenticth
satrapy mentioned by Heredotus. (3) Incidentally India is referred to in the
Avesta in four passages, but the really important reference to the Panjab is in
the Vendidad 1.19. This work describes sixicen «exceelent» places of which
fifteenth is the «Haptahindu» extending from east to west. (4) This Hapta-
hindu, the land of seven rivers, is the Avestan name for the Panjab and Sind,
there being seven rivers, viz., Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Bias, Sutlej, Sind and
Kabul, flowing in the land, This territory was named later on by the Muslims
as the Panjab, or land of five rivers, by omitting Sind and Kabul. -

The latest excavations at Timurgarha have revealed for the first time in
Pakistan the existence of the structural remains of the Achacmenian period
and the materials found from the site indicate a strong link with a contem-
porary culture in Iran.

The Head of the Archaeology Department of the University of Peshawar,
Professor AH. Dani, who visited the site on September 25, 1966, said that
the finds had ushered in a new age of archacological discoveries in the country

2. But as to Asia, most of it was discovered by Darius. There is a river Indus,
in which so many crocodiles are found that only one river in the world
has more. Darius, desiting to know where this Inuds issue into the sea, sent
ships manned by Scylax, a man of Caryanada, and others in whose word
he tructed; these set out from the city Cuspatyrus and the Pactyic Country,
and sailed down the river towards the cast and the sunrise till they came
to the sea; and voyaging over the seca westwards, they came in the thirteeth
month to that place whence to the Egyptian king sent the Phoencicians
afore-mentioned to sail round Libya. After the circumwavigation Darius
subdued the Indians and made use of this sea,» Heredotus, Book IV, 44
(Translated by A.D. Godley).

(3) Marshall, Sir John, 4. Guide to Taxila, p. 11: and
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«The fifteenth of the good lands and countries which I, Ahura Mazda,
creqted, was the Seven Rivers.

Thereupon came Angra Mainyu, who is all death, and he counter-created
by his witchraft abnormal issues in women and excessive heat» Vendidad,

Fargard 1. 19 [lines 72-75] translated by James Darmesteter).
(2)
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The earliest Pakistan-Hind Iranian political and cultural connexions form a
most vital chapter in the history of both Pakistan-Hind sub-continent and
Iran, and there have been atempts to resuscitate this history thought not in
a systematic or comprehensive manner. Yet this remains an established fact
that the historical connection between Iranians and the people of the sub-
continent began from the times of the great Achaemenian King Darius
Hystaspes (522-486 B.C.), (1) who at the junction of the Kabul and the Indus,
near the town of Caspatyrus, built a fleet which, under the comimand of a
Greek of Asia Minor, Scylax of Caryande, was given the task of sailing down
the Indus and surveying the way to Egypt. This was an ambitious scheme for
exploring the searoutes which could be used to link the castern marches of
the Empire to its western possessions. The fleet took thirty months to reach

l. Same, Dr. Ali, Persepolis, p. 69 and Ghirshman, R., Iran, P. 139.
(1)



