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3 Thick description

* Crises of Representation
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Comparative Study of Quantitative
And Qualitative Research Methods in Social
Sciences with the Focus on Their Paradigmatic
Foundations

Shafieh Ghodrati
Hossein Moltafet

Abstract

One of the most important features of every science is its
method(s). The main methods of social sciences are quantitative
and qualitative research methods. Since we can see the foundations
of qualitative approach in interpretive and critical paradigms and
the main characteristics of quantitative approach lays in positivist
paradigm, first we review briefly the three paradigms - positivist,
interpretive and critical. Then we elaborate the differences between
quantitative and qualitative research and emphasize on their basic
presumptions, analyses features and strategies.

Key Concepts: positivist paradigm, interpretive paradigm, critical
paradigm, quantitative approach, qualitative approach



