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Path Dependence and Institutional
Resistance: Explaining the Failure of
Anti-Corruption Reforms in Iran

Mohammad Reza Abyari/// (Doctoral Candidate in Political Science,
Islamic Azad University, Shahreza, Iran)

Mohammad Ali Shahryari /// (Assistant Professor in Political Science,
Islamic Azad University, Bushehr, Iran)

Abstract

Despite growing urgency and mounting domestic and international pressure,
anti-corruption reforms in Iran have failed to yield effective and sustainable
outcomes over the past several decades, owing to a host of institutional,
cultural, and structural impediments. Adopting an institutional analysis frame-
work and employing a qualitative research design, this study investigates the
underlying causes of this persistent failure. Data were collected through the
analysis of 24 official documents and 18 semi-structured interviews with ex-
perts, public administrators, and policymakers in the field of governance. The
findings reveal three principal mechanisms that critically shape institutional
resistance to reform: first, historical path dependence and institutional lock-in,
which obstruct deviation from entrenched trajectories; second, the pernicious
interplay between formal institutions and informal power networks, which
perpetuates opaque relations and reproduces corruption-prone patterns; and
third, institutional fragmentation and weak inter-agency coordination, which
significantly undermine the implementation capacity of reform initiatives.
These results suggest that, absent a gradual restructuring

of institutional frameworks, enhanced

transparency, and rein-



forced independence of oversight bodies, anti-corruption policies in Iran are
bound to remain ineffectual. The paper concludes by offering practical recom-
mendations for mitigating institutional resistance, strengthening organizational
accountability, and institutionalizing sustainable reform measures.

Keywords: Anti-corruption reforms; Institutional analysis; Path dependence;
Institutional resistance; Transparency; Institutional independence.
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