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The movement to nationalize the Iranian oil industry (March 1951) is
aturning point in the anti-colonial struggles of contemporary history, which
was accompanied by widespread support from various segments of society
throughout the country. Among the primary sources related to this period,
there is a newly discovered document containing a letter from the residents
of Khalafabad (present Ramshir) in 1952 addressed to Dr. Mohammad
Mossadegh, the then Prime Minister, which contains a declaration of their
support for the government's policies in opposition to colonialism. The
present study, by adopting a descriptive-analytical approach and applying
the method of analyzing archival documents, explores the socio-political
dimensions of this letter and explains its place in the context of the tribal
society of Khouzestan. After a brief overview of the process of
nationalizing the oil and examining the agency of the tribes and clans of
Khouzestan in this movement, the article focuses on rereading and
analyzing the content of the aforementioned document in order to evaluate
the function of such local-peripheral support in strengthening the central
core of the movement. The research findings indicate that political activism
and popular support in tribal areas of Khuzestan, such as Khalafabad, were
not merely symbolic; rather, by creating a national united front in areas
adjacent to oil facilities, they actually enhanced the Mossadegh
government's bargaining power against the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company.
Accordingly, this newly discovered document offers great research
potential for identifying power relations and understanding the dynamics
of political sociology in Khouzestan in the early 1950s.
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