The University of Tehran Press

FALSAFEH

Online ISSN: 2716-974X

https://jop.ut.ac.ir

The Other and Epistemic Confrontations: A Comparative Study of the Views of

Ibn Arabi and Paul Feyerabend

Jalal Abdollahi* | Hamedeh Rastaei®*

1. Ph.D. Candidate of History of Science, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran. Email: jalaljalal13721372@gmail.com
2. Corresponding Author, Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Ale- Taha Institute of Higher Education, Tehran, Iran. Email:

h.rastaei@aletaha.ac.ir

Article Info

Avrticle Type:
Research Article

(167-189)

Article History:

Receive Date:
12 January 2025

Revise Date:
10 February 2026

Accepte Date:
05 April 2025

Published online:

16 August 2026

Keywords:

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to compare the approach of Ibn Arabi and Feyerabend
in facing the "other" and epistemic confrontations. Despite the background and
historical differences of these two thinkers, both of them consider "the other" and
epistemic confrontations as an opportunity to upgrade and elevate the
epistemological dimensions of a person. Ibn Arabi's and Feyerabend's approach to
the system of existence is closely related to their view in the field of epistemology.
The encounter of these two thinkers with “the other" and different opinions is
rooted in their ontological system. In Ibn Arabi's ontological system, the difference
between beings is due to the difference between divine names. This existential and
ontological difference also finds its way to the field of knowledge and causes a
plurality of opinions and ideas. From Feyerabend's point of view, existence is a
complex and rich thing, and the possibility of understanding its truth is completely
ruled out. In the eyes of both, the possibility of being able to grasp the whole truth
from a specific point of view is ruled out. Instead of recommending the elimination
of the "other", they recognize multiple opinions and refer to epistemological
confrontations as an opportunity to strengthen views and gain a deeper
understanding of the truth.
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1. Introduction

Epistemic disagreements and conflicts have always been central issues in philosophy and
epistemology. When the "other" appears with different beliefs, ideas, or methodologies, fundamental
questions arise: should we eliminate epistemic conflicts, or should we embrace and appreciate
epistemic differences? Are these conflicts merely obstacles, or can they serve as opportunities to
enrich human knowledge?

This study examines the approaches of two influential thinkers: 1bn Arabi, a prominent Islamic
mystic, and Paul Feyerabend, a Western philosopher of science. Despite their differing cultural and
intellectual contexts, both emphasize the necessity of plurality and the constructive potential of
epistemic differences. Their insights provide valuable guidance for addressing the growing diversity of
epistemological views in contemporary society.

2. Ibn Arabi's Perspective on Epistemic Conflicts

Ibn Arabi’s mystical framework sees existence as aananifestation of divine names and attributes. Each
being in the world reflects specific divine names, and the differences among beings stem from the
diversity of these manifestations. This ontological diversity naturally extends to epistemology. Ibn
Arabi argues that differences in human capacities and talents result from this ontological plurality,
which makes divergence in beliefs and perspectives inevitable. From Ibn Arabi’s viewpoint, absolute
truth cannot be fully grasped by any single individual. Each person perceives truth to the extent of
their capacity, which is inherently limited. This limitation reflects the ontological nature of human
existence. Ibn Arabi stresses the importance of acknowledging both the unity underlying all existence
and the diversity that arises from it. By recognizing this unity within multiplicity, epistemic conflicts
can be seen not as obstacles but as opportunities to understand different dimensions of the truth. Ibn
Arabi’s perspective thus transforms epistemic differences into valuable occasions for growth. Instead
of viewing conflicting beliefs as errors, he considers them reflections of distinct aspects of reality. For
him, engaging with these differences enriches our understanding of the world and deepens our
connection to the ultimate unity of existence.

3. Feyerabend's Perspective on Epistemic Conflicts

Paul Feyerabend, emerging from the tradition of Western philosophy of science, offers a perspective
that aligns in’key ways with Ibn Arabi’s, albeit through a different lens. Feyerabend emphasizes the
inherent complexity and richness of the world and reality, which can only be partially understood from
specific perspectives. He argues that every theory is shaped by its assumptions and methodologies, and
as such, no single theory can claim to capture the entire truth. Feyerabend is a staunch advocate of
methodological and theoretical pluralism. He rejects the idea of a universal scientific method, instead
championing an ocean of alternatives that allows for the exploration of multiple and sometimes
contradictory theories. These alternatives are essential for uncovering unknown aspects of the world,
as the temporary success of a dominant theory often gives way to its eventual limitations when
confronted by the complexities of reality. For Feyerabend, conflicting theories are not only inevitable
but desirable. They prevent the ideological domination of any single perspective and foster a more
nuanced and comprehensive understanding of the world. He views epistemic plurality as a vital tool
for addressing the richness of existence and ensuring the continuous evolution of knowledge.

4. Comparison of Ibn Arabi and Feyerabend

Both Ibn Arabi and Feyerabend place significant value on the presence of the "other™ in the process of
knowledge acquisition. For Ibn Arabi, the other embodies a unique aspect of truth that cannot be
grasped by oneself, making differences in beliefs opportunities to access hidden dimensions of reality.
He highlights the importance of recognizing the unity behind diversity, which allows epistemic
conflicts to become sources of intellectual and spiritual growth. Similarly, Feyerabend views the
presence of alternative theories and perspectives as essential for the advancement of knowledge. Each
theory, due to its methodological and conceptual limitations, represents only a partial view of the truth.
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The coexistence of multiple perspectives enables a deeper and more dynamic engagement with the
world’s complexities. Despite these similarities, fundamentaledifferences also exist between the two
thinkers. Ibn Arabi’s approach is deeply rooted in mysticism, with a primary focus on understanding
God and the divine manifestations in existence. His epistemology is intertwined with his ontological
view of the unity and multiplicity of divine names. Feyerabend, on the other hand, operates within the
framework of Western philosophy of science, focusing on empirical methods and the natural world.
His emphasis on plurality arises from the complexities of the scientific process rather than
metaphysical considerations. Nevertheless, both thinkers converge on the principle that truth is
multifaceted and elusive. They reject the notion of absolute knowledge, emphasizing instead the
importance of diversity and plurality in epistemic practices. This shared perspective invites us to
embrace differences and view epistemic conflicts not as threats but as opportunities for intellectual
growth and mutual enrichment.

5. Conclusion

We can take inspiration from the way Ibn Arabi and Feyerabend deal with epistemic confrontations as
a model for intellectual and epistemic interaction when facing the "other." Their perspectives offer
valuable insights into how we can engage with the "other” in intellectual and epistemic interactions.
Both thinkers, by acknowledging human limitations and emphasizing the complexity of truth, pave the
way for a more inclusive and dynamic approach to knowledge. Their views remind us that epistemic
conflicts are not obstacles to be overcome but opportunities for expanding our understanding of the
world. By embracing plurality and engaging with differing perspectives, we can move beyond
absolutism and foster a richer, more comprehensive approach to the pursuit of truth.
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