Journal of Ritual Culture and Literature a
Quarterly, Vol 5, No 9, 2026, 223-242 A
Original Research @ 10.22077/jcr1.2026.9002.1201 QU )

o

N o 2
GEUIISEA vamestyarminn

Ritual and Tradition in 15th-Century Iran: A Study of Nezam Qari Shirazi’s
Collected Works

Sedigheh Parvizinia?

Received: Aug 13, 2025 Revised: Sep 28, 2025 Accepted: Jan 18, 2026

Abstract

Literary works serve as primary repositories for understanding the evolution of Iranian
culture and civilization. Among these, the Kulliyat (i.e., collected works) of Nezam Qari
Shirazi, a satirical poet and prose writer of the late 15th century, stands as an indispensable
resource. While primarily recognized for his detailed accounts of garments and textiles,
Nezam Qari’s work provides a vivid portrayal of the broader Iranian cultural landscape,
including social rituals and customs, which offers significant data for socio-cultural
historiography. This descriptive-analytical study supported by library-based research
to investigate how his collected works reflects the daily life and traditions of the 15th-
century Iranian populace. This descriptive-analytical study, supported by library-based
research, investigates how his collected works reflect the daily life and traditions of the
15th-century Iranian populace. The present study seeks to answer the question of what
kinds of information contained in the collected works of Nezam Qari can contribute to
understanding the rituals and cultural conditions of Iran in the 15th century. The ritual-
related content of this work, covering aspects such as clothing, Islamic practices, hygiene,
festivals, folk beliefs, martial customs, courtly traditions, and more, is examined in this
research. The findings indicate that the unique and valuable information presented in
Nezam Qari’s work regarding cultural and social rituals renders it a significant source for
scholars of Iranian cultural and social history, particularly in the field of ritual literature of
the 15th century.

Keywords: Nezam Qari’s Collected Works; Clothing and Textiles; Customs and Traditions;
Rituals; Shiraz.

1. Introduction
Literature takes shape and evolves over time; accordingly, the works of poets and writers
function as mirrors reflecting political, social, cultural, and economic developments.
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By contrast, historians have often focused primarily on political and military events,
paying comparatively little attention to the rituals and customs of society. Therefore, a
comprehensive understanding of social history requires close engagement with literary
texts. Shiraz, the capital of the Fars province, has long been one of Iran’s major centers
of learning, literature, and culture. In the 15th century, the city was home to numerous
poets and writers who contributed significantly to its intellectual life. Nezam Qari Shirazi’s
collected works are one of the notable literary works composed in Shiraz during the 15th
century, written in a satirical style. The book primarily deals with clothing and textiles;
however, one of its distinctive and less explored features is the rich sociological and
anthropological information it contains. This work reflects various aspects of Iranian
culture, including rituals and customs. Despite its significance, the cultural and ritualistic
dimensions of Nezam Qari’s work have received limited scholarly attention, particularly
in the field of ritual literature studies. Accordingly, the present study aims to examine how
prevalent Iranian rituals are represented in the Nezam Qari Shirazi’s collected works in
the 15th century, highlighting its value for understanding the cultural and social life of the
period.

2. Research Method

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach based on library research to examine
the rituals prevalent among Iranians in the 15th century as reflected in the work of Nezam
Qari Shirazi. In this method, relevant data from his collected works were first identified
across political, social, cultural, military and related domains. Subsequently, the relationship
of these data to ritual practices was analyzed. After identifying the ritual-related content,
the materials were systematically categorized under thematic headings, including clothing
practices, hygiene, Nowruz, marriage, religious customs, Sufism, warfare, courtly traditions
and others. Finally, the organized data were evaluated and subjected to detailed analysis
and interpretation.

3. Results

The main subject of the Nezam Qari’s collected work is the satirical description of clothing
and textiles; therefore, customs related to dress and attire are frequently represented
throughout the text. One of the rituals associated with clothing is the use of astronomical
tables and instruments such as the zij and astrolabe to determine the appropriate time for
wearing new garments (Nezam Qari, 2012, p. 79). Another cultural practice reflected in
the text is the use of aromatic substances and plants for perfuming the body and clothing,
which constituted an important element of Iranian culture and ritual life in the 15th century
(pp. 148, 171, 172, 245, 344).

The bathhouse is one of the important social and ritual spaces mentioned by Nezam Qari.
One of the issues he addresses is bodily and clothing hygiene, which reflects the significance
of cleanliness in the cultural values of his time (Nezam Qari, 2012, pp. 45, 67, 310-315).
Nowruz, the Iranian New Year, is the most important and widely observed national ritual
among Iranians. Nezam Qari refers to this festival and the tradition of wearing new clothes
during it (pp. 43, 180), which highlights the cultural importance of this national celebration
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among people in the 15th century. Marriage-related customs and rituals constitute a
significant part of any society’s culture. Nezam Qari makes numerous references to these
practices throughout his work (pp. 14, 110, 179, 335, 336, 354). Religious rituals, legal
rulings and Islamic beliefs had a profound influence on the culture of people in Nezam
Qari’s time. One of the most important practical obligations in Islam is the prayer. Nezam
Qari repeatedly refers to prayer, as well as related spaces and concepts such as the mosque
(pp- 38, 82, 157, 327). One of the significant ritual sites in Shiraz was the mosalla, which
served multiple functions. In his work, Nezam Qari refers to its funerary, devotional, and
recreational uses (pp. 55, 294, 422).

One of the ritual topics frequently mentioned by Nezam Qari is funerary customs (Nezam
Qari, 2012, pp. 294-303). During his time, Islamic festivals such as Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-
Adha were widely celebrated, and wearing new clothes on these occasions was a common
tradition (pp. 127, 329). He also refers to the ritual of prayer for rain (p. 49). One of the
distinctive features of his work is its moral and ethical advice, much of which is rooted in
Islamic teachings and the ethical values of society (pp. 101, 182, 191, 346). Nezam Qari
also refers to certain Sufi rituals and practices, such as sama (ritual listening or audition)
(p. 342). In addition, martial customs and courtly traditions are among the other themes
addressed in the work (pp. 207-219, 260). Beliefs in astrology, magic and the evil eye are
also reflected in the text (pp. 85, 99, 133).

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The Nezam Qari’s collected work contains exceptional and rare insights into the culture
and rituals of Iranians in the 15th century. In general, the content of this work can be
divided into two main categories: first, information related to clothing and textiles, and
second, knowledge reflecting the broader social and cultural conditions of the period. One
of the key features of Nezam Qari’s work is its reflection of both national and Islamic
rituals. Nowruz, marriage ceremonies, and Islamic devotional practices are prominently
represented throughout the text. In his descriptions of clothing and textile-related customs,
Nezam Qari also refers to various moral virtues and vices of his time. His accounts further
reveal the social and ritual functions of the bathhouse, while also touching upon certain
military and administrative customs. Based on the findings of this study, his work can be
considered a rare and valuable example of how social rituals and customs are reflected in
the literature of its time. Given the limited availability of historical sources on social and
cultural life, this work significantly contributes to clarifying the rituals and traditions of
15th-century Iran. Importantly, the work does not merely reflect the lifestyle of the elite
classes, which constitutes one of its distinctive scholarly values.
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