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Abstract

Intertextual studies are one of the approaches to literary criticism. Allusion, especially
historical allusions, is one of the most prominent forms of intertextual connection and has
a significant presence in contemporary ghazals. Among the views of Saussure, Bakhtin,
Barthes and Kristeva, Kristeva’s theory of the three types of negation was selected as
the basis of this research because of the importance of history in the triangular model
of understanding a literary work (language, history, and subject). Kristeva defines all
textual relations within a broad field of intertextuality and focuses on horizontal textual
relationships. She proposes three types of negation for intertextual analysis. Partial negation
occurs when the present text brings part of the absent text without innovation or creativity.
Parallel negation refers to a relationship in which the present text establishes harmony
with the absent text and aligns with its message. Total negation is the highest level of
intertextual relationship, in which the present text recreates, transforms, and changes the
absent text. Based on this framework, it is possible to identify the mental position of the
authors (submissive, challenging, or transformative). By examining 88 poetry collections
published in the past two decades, the frequency of allusions to the history of the prophets
was found to be 288 instances. Among these, historical narratives about Prophet Joseph,
Prophet Adam and Prophet Moses were the most frequently used in young poets’ ghazals,
respectively. The frequency of the three types of negation is as follows: partial negation
(200 cases), total negation (49 cases), and parallel negation (39 cases). The findings show
that young ghazal poets predominantly adopt a submissive stance toward the intertextuality
of the History of the Prophets, with challenging and transformative approaches appearing
at similar but lower frequencies.
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1. Introduction

The concept of intertextuality was formed based on Ferdinand de Saussure’s linguistic
theories. It was later explained and developed by Graham Allen, and finally Julia Kristeva,
influenced by Saussure and Bakhtin, coined the term intertextuality. According to this
theory, every text is connected to and in dialogue with previous texts, and no work can be
created without engaging in conversation with its textual past. Intertextual studies are one
of the approaches to literary criticism and can be used in analyzing contemporary poetry,
especially the ghazal. From an intertextual perspective, every literary text is a rereading and
anew creation of earlier or contemporary literary works, which appear in different layers of
its structure. Allusion, especially historical allusions, is one of the most prominent forms of
intertextual connection and has a noticeable frequency in contemporary ghazals. Examining
the intertextual relationships of historical allusions in contemporary ghazals and analyzing
their types can reveal new dimensions in understanding contemporary poetry. The three
types of negation proposed by Julia Kristeva provide a model for intertextual analysis and
determine the artist’s position in relation to the absent text. Based on this model, the degree
of the artist’s creativity in engaging in dialogue with previous texts can be identified.

2. Research Method
The history of the prophets is one of the major background texts frequently used in poetic
allusions. Analyzing how poets draw upon this source can clarify their mental position in
intertextual relations. The present study was conducted to answer the following questions:
e  With which texts from the history of the prophets has contemporary ghazal
established intertextual relationships?
e What is the poets’ mental approach toward the absent text based on
Kristeva’s theory of the three types of negation?
To answer these questions, 88 ghazal collections by young poets (born in 1976 and later),
published in the 2000s and 2010s, were examined. The frequency of allusions to the history
of the prophets was extracted and classified by subject. Then, the poets’ approach and
mental relationship with the historical background text were analyzed based on Kristeva’s
three types of negation.

3. Results

Allusions to the history of the prophets have a high frequency in the ghazals of young poets.
The classification of the history of religions is centered on the prophets. Prophet Joseph
ranks first, with a statistical difference of 92 cases compared to the others. Prophet Adam,
with 50 cases, ranks second, and Prophet Moses, with 42 cases, ranks third. Prophets Khidr,
Hud, and Ayyub (peace be upon them) have the lowest frequency of allusion.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

In conclusion, the intertextual study of the history of the prophets in historical allusions
shows that the high frequency of allusions to the history of the prophets (288 cases) can
be considered one of the stylistic features of contemporary ghazals. This background text



The History of the Prophets in Young Poets’ Ghazals: .../ 79

is familiar to both poets and readers and reflects a general characteristic of contemporary
ghazals, namely simplicity and avoidance of complex expression. For this reason, the
background text of the life of Prophet Joseph has received the greatest attention from young
ghazal poets, followed by Prophet Adam and Prophet Moses (PBUH), who rank second
and third in frequency. Among these three background texts, the most well-known events
have been used as the basis for allusion, and poets have not gone beyond common historical
knowledge. From the background text of Prophet Joseph (PBUH), the story of Joseph and
Zulaikha has the highest frequency. From the background text of Prophet Adam, the story
of the Fall has the highest frequency, and from the background text of Prophet Moses, the
story of the staff turning into a serpent has the highest frequency. In analyzing the three
types of negation in allusions to the history of the prophets, partial negation, with 200
cases, has the highest frequency, to the extent that all subjects include instances of partial
negation. Total negation, with 49 cases, and parallel negation, with 39 cases, follow with
only a small statistical difference between them. Based on these findings, it becomes clear
that the dominant mental preference of young poets has been to recreate the events of the
prophets without change and through partial negation, which reflects a submissive mindset.
After that, with a considerable statistical distance, the use of total and parallel negation
shows that poets have shown less interest in transforming the background text of the history
of the prophets through a “completely transformed narrative” or a “narrative with a new
approach”. The high frequency of partial negation and the limited range of topics drawn
from the history of the prophets in these allusions indicate a tendency toward repetition and
conventional themes in the poetic recreation of the history of the prophets in contemporary
ghazals.
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