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A Jurisprudential Analysis of Attributing Death
to Law Enforcement Officers Based
on the Narrations on Night-Time Summons
Mostafa Akhoondi*
Seyed Hadi Seyadat®
Sadegh Sattari®
Abstract
This study examines the attribution of a suspect’s death to law enforcement officers in light
of the narrations on night-time summons from the perspective of Imami jurisprudence. The
importance of this issue lies in determining the extent of the responsibility of law
enforcement officials for potential harm to suspects, particularly in cases leading to death.
Using a descriptive-analytical method and library research, the study proceeds in three
stages: assessing the authenticity of the narrations, examining the scope of their indication,
and determining their applicability to law enforcement officers. The findings show that at
least one of the two narrations discussed in this regard is authentic. An examination of the
scope of these narrations indicates that the night-time nature of the summons is a necessary
condition for establishing the inviter’s liability. Furthermore, Article 513 of the 2013
Islamic Penal Code, by adding the phrase “under suspicious circumstances,” lacks sufficient
precision, whereas Article 338 of the 1996 Islamic Penal Code is more consistent with the
purport of the narrations. Finally, an analysis of the applicability of these narrations to law
enforcement officers shows that potential obstacles—such as
the legal obligation of the officer or the necessity of the offender’s presence before the
judicial authority—do not preclude the narrations’ applicability. However, in cases where
the officer acts in full compliance with his legal duties, his obligation to pay blood money
may be waived, though the attribution of death to him nonetheless remains.
Keywords: night-time summons, death of the accused, law enforcement officer, legal duty,

Islamic Penal Code.
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