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Abstract

Causal relation is one of the most fundamental principles in ontology. The established principle that every
phenomenon requires a cause of existence also occupies an important place in law, particularly in criminal
law. Nevertheless, ambiguity and, at times, lack of clarity exist in criminal rules governing causation and
the establishment of a nexus of attribution between the conduct of the accused and the resulting
consequences. Since law is generally regarded as consisting of conventional matters enacted and B
recognized by the Lawgiver or the legislator, significant ambiguities and inconsistencies arise in ¥
identifying the principle of causation and attributing criminal responsibility to the offender in criminal
legislation, particularly in the former Islamic Penal Code and the enforceable Islamic Penal Code of 1392
SH (2013). One of the most ambiguous issues in law is the identification of a causal relationship between
an event and an omission. Accordingly, some jurists, in order to analyze and justify this issue, have
explained causation in criminal law through two approaches: material attribution and customary
attribution. Of these two approaches, the latter is undoubtedly more consistent with the nature and
objectives of criminal law. However, in examining the effects of causation in criminal law, there is no
precise theoretical account of the nature of the principle of causation and its related concepts, nor of how
the nexus of attribution is established through custom. In this study, the author, relying on library-based
sources, develops a specific interpretation of the nature of causal relation in criminal law that can explain
how customary attribution is established and address challenges in criminal law related to causation. This
interpretation is grounded in Allameh Tabataba T’s theory of “conventionality (I tibariyyatr).”
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