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"Imamate™ is one of the most important discussions of the
theological sects, especially the Ismaili sect. In the works of Naser
Khosrow the Imam is the centre of the Ismaili Shiite thought. He
raises the scholarly status of the Imam ALI to such an extent that
Imam ALI is not only considered to hold the same dignity of the
Prophet, but he is also preferred to the Holy Prophet (PBUH). He
considers the interpretation of the inside of the religion as his special
duty, and sometimes degrades this high status of Imamate by
attributing this title to his ordinary contemporary Fatimid caliph.
Using Ismaili theological sources, this article examines the
knowledge of Imam ALI and its interpretation in Naser Khosrow's
views. The findings show that for Naser Khosrow, Imam, because of
this knowledge and ability to interpret religion, has inspiration and
connection with the truth, is the true caliph of the truth, the inheritor
of the Holy Prophet (PBUH), cognizant of the world’s truth and the
mission of Hazrat Khatam (PBUH), the treasure of the secrets and
the gate of his city of knowledge. For this reason, the Imam has a
central place in the order of affairs.
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