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Review of Valerie Hoffman and Wim Raven's Viewpoint about
the adaptation of Imam Hussein's suffering and salvation From

Crucifixion of Jesus

Abstract

One significant issue raised in Orientalist scholarship concerning the authenticity
of Shia beliefs is the claim that the Shia concept of Imam Hussain’s (AS) suffering
and redemptive role was borrowed from the Christian doctrine of Jesus’ (AS) sac-

rifice. Valérie Hoffman and Wim Raven advance this claim in the Encyclopedia of

the Qur’an. Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, this article examines
Christian and Shia perspectives on the suffering and redemptive roles of Jesus (AS)
and Imam Hussain (AS), respectively, to critically analyze and evaluate Hoffman
and Raven’s thesis. The research findings demonstrate that the concepts of suffering
and redemption in Christianity and Shiism are fundamentally divergent. Within the
Christian framework, true suffering originates from Adam'’s Original Sin, and true

redemption is achieved through Jesus’ (AS) sacrificial death for humanity’s salva-

tion. Conversely, the Shia perspective posits that human nature (Fitrah) is inherent-
ly pure and divine. Imam Hussain’s (AS) uprising served to awaken this primordial
nature, emphasizing resistance against oppression and the struggle against tyranni-
cal rulers. This constitutes a profound and essential divergence from the Christian
understanding of Jesus (AS), thereby rendering untenable any claim of wholesale

.borrowing or questioning the authenticity of core Shia beliefs

Keywords: Imam Hussain, Karbala, Shiite, Sacrifice of Jesus, Valerie Hoffman,

Wim Raven.
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1. “Of all the Muslim festivals, the one that appears most directly commemorative is the Twelver Shi’T
commemoration of the death of the Prophet’s grandson Husayn at Karbala on the tenth day of the Islamic
month of Muharram, the feast of Ashiira. Husayn’s death is not only perceived as a martyrdom or as a tragic
victimization of the righteous members of the Prophet’s family, it is also seen as having a redemptive effect
for those who love Husayn, grieve over his death, and are willing to share in the suffering of him and his
family. Just as Christ sacrificed himself on the altar of the cross to redeem humanity, so did Husayn allow

himself to be killed on the plains of Karbala to purify the Muslim community of sins”
2. “For Sht'ites, as for Christians, it is the spiritual victory in the face of a worldy defeat that matters.

Moreover, they often emphasize the redemptive character of Husayn’s martyrdom, whereas the intercession

of Sunni martyrs plays but a marginal role.”
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