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Abstract

The occurrence of various events and the revelation of Quranic verses in response to
those events—or in response to questions posed by people to the Prophet—followed by
the revelation of verses or modifications to the content of prior verses, provides clear
evidence for the claim that the Quran is context-bound. This means that many Quranic
verses were shaped in accordance with the historical and social events and
developments of the era of prophethood. The fundamental question is: Is context an
essential (intrinsic) aspect of the Quran, such that a change in context would alter its
teachings? Or is context merely an accidental (extrinsic) aspect of the Quran, so that
despite adapting to the changing events of life, the Quran remains unaltered in any of its
dimensions? In the conventional approach adopted by most Quranic exegetes, the Quran
precedes the events of its time and is fixed in the Preserved Tablet (Lawh Mahfiiz).
Accordingly, divine revelation descended with full awareness of the realities of the time,
rather than being influenced by them. In terms of both wording and content, the Quran is
the speech of God; all its verses—including doctrinal teachings, ethical principles,
jurisprudential and legal rulings, and even narratives and historical reports—constitute
divine speech that the Prophet received from the spiritual realm and conveyed to
others without any deficiency or alteration. The outcome of this approach is the
authoritativeness (fujjiyyva) of all Quranic verses and, consequently, the epistemic
authority of the Quran. The key point in this approach is that grasping the true meanings
of the Quran becomes possible through exegesis (fafsir) and esoteric interpretation
(ta'wil), the most important rules of which include taking into account contextual
indicators such as the occasion of revelation (sabab al-nuzil). In contrast,
contextualists—by proposing the theory of the historicity of religion and adopting a
critical stance toward the conventional doctrinal foundations of Islamic theology—
regard history and the culture of the era as the substrantial core of revealed teachings.
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They maintain that God adapted the Quranic revelation to the cultural-social structures
of the people of the prophetic era. Thus, divine revelation is neither the speech of God
nor a collection of infallible propositions; rather, it is the product of the inner self of the
Prophet, intermingled with the prevailing culture and erroneous beliefs of his time.
Accordingly, certain doctrinal teachings, as well as all jurisprudential rulings of the
Quran, pertain to the historical forms of religion and cannot be applied to events and
developments in later periods; instead, they must be modified in accordance with the
changing conditions of the modern world. The outcome of this perspective is the denial
of the eternality of Quranic teachings and, consequently, the diminution of the Quran’s
epistemic authority in domains such as intellectual-doctrinal teachings, jurisprudential
and social regulations, narratives and historical reports. It also entails the denial of
the systematic, knowledge-generating impact of the verses of the Noble Quran and,
ultimately, the ongoing desanctification of all religious knowledge. This study employs
the method of logical analysis to examine and critique the contextualist approach to the
Quran and to establish the eternality of the Noble Quran. In the first stage, the theory
of Quranic contextualism as an epistemological system is analyzed in terms of
its foundations, internal structure, and logical implications. The truthfulness and
justification—or falsehood and lack of justification—of each of these three components
is then evaluated. Self-refuting propositions within each of the three sections will be
demonstrated, since the presence of contradiction and inconsistency within a theory
indicates its invalidity and lack of justification. Special attention is also given to
critiquing the logical implications—i.e., propositions that follow as logically necessary
consequences of this view—such as the denial of a wide range of apparent meanings
and explicit texts of the Quran concerning topics like paradise and hell, God, angels,
jinn, magic, the Throne (kursi), supplication, miracles, and unseen divine assistance; the
denial of the Prophet’s infallibility ( isma) in conveying revelation; and the negation of
the Quran’s guidance function. The falsity of such propositions serves as clear evidence
of the invalidity of this viewpoint. The primary objective of the present research is to
elucidate one of the strategic foundations of the Quran’s comprehensiveness by
analyzing and critiquing the rational arguments of those who oppose the Quran’s
epistemic authority. This elucidation is situated within the broader discussion of how the
Quran’s comprehensiveness impacts its epistemic authority. Ultimately, the study
concludes that the context of revelation is in reality the preparatory context for the
revelation of the Quran from the supernatural realm to the natural realm, rather than an
intrinsic cause of its revelation. Therefore, it has no effect on the essential semantic
theme of revealed teachings. As a result, the Quran possesses the attributes of being
supra-historical, comprehensive, and—ultimately—epistemically authoritative.

Keywords: historicity, religion, commonsensical reason, modernist Islam, epistemic
authority of the Quran, contextualism.
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