H Abstracts

Examining the Core Principles of Ayatollah Khamenei’s Thought
on Chastity and Hijab and Their Convergence with the Hijab Law:
A Qualitative Grounded Theory (GT) Approach

Ahmad Mortazi *
Associate Professor, University of Tabriz, Tabriz, Iran
Seyed Mohammad Taqi Alavi
PhD, Professor, University of Tabriz, Tabriz, Iran
Leila Partovi
PhD Candidate, University of Tabriz, Tabriz, Iran

DOI: 10.22034/rjfis.2026.533901.1186

Abstract

Hijab is a fundamental obligation in Islamic law, explicitly emphasized in the Holy Quran.
This study aims to conceptualize Ayatollah Khamenei’s model of thought regarding
chastity and hijab and to examine its alignment with the Chastity and Hijab Law,
employing a qualitative Grounded Theory (GT) approach. The research follows the
systematic Strauss and Corbin method, applying three stages of coding to analyze the
data. Using theoretical sampling, 116 data units related to chastity and hijab were
analyzed, resulting in 174 initial concepts and 20 primary categories. In the paradigmatic
model, the category “the obligatory nature of hijab as a religious duty” emerged as the
central phenomenon, with the highest frequency (39 instances). Other key categories
include “compatibility of hijab with human nature” as the causal condition, “explaining
the philosophy of hijab” as the contextual condition, and “Western efforts to remove
Islamic symbols, including hijab, undermine modesty, and normalize public unveiling” as
the intervening condition. Strategic categories, such as promotion of virtue good and
prevention of vice, state institutions’ oversight of hijab, and the outcome category of
preserving the family foundation through adherence to religious hijab rulings,
demonstrate clear consistency with the provisions of the Chastity and Hijab Law. The
study provides a systematic framework linking religious thought, societal norms, and legal
structures in Iran.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
Introduction
Hijab is a fundamental and universally recognized religious obligation in Islamic Figh
(jurisprudence) and a central component of religious and cultural identity in Muslim
societies. Following the victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran in 1979, the codification
of this obligation became a legislative priority to institutionalize and promote this divine
value. Recent initiatives, such as the “Family Support Bill through Promotion of the
Culture of Chastity and Hijab” in Iran, reflect this ongoing effort. Despite broad religious
consensus on the obligation of hijab, certain domestic and international forces, driven by
cultural or political motives, have challenged its legitimacy, portraying it as restrictive. In
contrast, authentic Islamic thought, emphasizing women’s dignity and social role, frames
hijab as a cultural safeguard and a means of personal and societal elevation. In the Islamic
Republic [of Iran], where leadership during the Major Occultation rests with the Leader,
Ayatollah Khamenei’s statements play a central role in shaping cultural policy and
national guidance on chastity and hijab. This study aims to elucidate the core dimensions
of his thought and assess its alignment with the Chastity and Hijab Law. The central
research question is: What is the conceptual framework of Ayatollah Khamenei’s thought
on chastity and hijab, and to what extent is it reflected in existing legislation?
Methodology
This qualitative study employs Grounded Theory (GT) based on Strauss and Corbin’s
systematic approach. Data include Ayatollah Khamenei’s statements on chastity and hijab
from 1988 to 2023, collected purposively and analyzed through three stages of coding:
open, axial, and selective. Expert validation ensured credibility, and analysis continued
until theoretical saturation was achieved. The study’s objective was to extract a
conceptual model of leadership thought and evaluate its correspondence with the
Chastity and Hijab Law.
Results and Discussion
The findings indicate that, in Ayatollah Khamenei’s thought, hijab is an explicit Quranic
command and a non-negotiable religious obligation. It aligns with human nature and the
innate disposition of both men and women. Non-observance of hijab is considered both
a clear sin and a social vice, while promoting unveiled behavior is viewed as a
manifestation of cultural deviation.
Contextual analysis highlights the philosophy and wisdom of hijab as a key response to
cultural and social challenges. Intervening factors include Western efforts to remove
Islamic symbols, promote foreign lifestyles, normalize immodesty, and erode spirituality,
which are considered major obstacles to hijab culture.
Strategic measures emphasized by Khamenei include universal adherence to hijab,
governmental oversight, logical and persuasive explanation of its rationale, and firm
defense of the divine ruling. He advocates for enjoining good and forbidding evil using
kindness and avoiding coercion in addressing non-compliance.
Hijab is not seen as a limitation but as a facilitator of dignity, composure, and personal
growth. Iranian women maintaining hijab in scientific, cultural, managerial, and athletic
domains exemplify that hijab supports both personal and social elevation. In this
framework, hijab symbolizes women’s dignity and serves as a cultural bastion.
The paradigmatic model demonstrates that observing hijab fosters psychological security,
family cohesion, human dignity, and societal stability, whereas neglecting hijab
undermines family structures, increases social harms, and weakens marital bonds.
Comparative analysis shows that the Chastity and Hijab Law aligns closely with



Khamenei’s thought, emphasizing family-centered socialization, societal well-being, and
nonviolent enforcement mechanisms..

Conclusion

The study concludes that, in Ayatollah Khamenei’s intellectual system, hijab transcends
a mere religious obligation and functions as a key mechanism for strengthening families
and ensuring social health. Its observance has broad individual, social, and cultural
impacts, including psychological stability, family cohesion, and social solidarity.
Legislation inspired by this thought offers practical guidance for protecting families and
Islamic culture, integrating governmental oversight, educational and media initiatives, and
non-coetcive enjoining of good.

This research highlights the intersection of comptehensive Islamic jurisprudence and
modern policymaking, showing that legislation on hijab and family not only upholds
religious values but also serves as a strategic tool against cultural challenges and social
threats. Practically, the findings provide policymakers with a framework for designing
effective educational, media, and legal programs that reinforce an Islamic family-centered
lifestyle, offering a model for sustainable cultural and social development in the decades
to come.
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