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Abstract

The assessment of hadith transmission chains has long been a critical concern for Imami
jurists in determining the authenticity of legal reports. Tahdhib al-Ahkam, the renowned
hadith collection of Shaykh al-Tusi, holds a central place in the process of deriving
Islamic legal rulings. However, the presence of numerous documentation deficiencies in
this work has led some scholars to explore corrective strategies. One such approach is
the Document Substitution Theory (Ta’weedh al-Asnad), which seeks to resolve textual
weaknesses by replacing flawed chains of transmission in Tahdhib with more reliable
alternatives. Among the leading proponents of this theory is Muhaqqiq Khoei, who
advanced two primary methods: (1) replacing the documentation in Tahdhib with those
documented in Shaykh al-Tusi’s bibliographical work al-Fihrist, and (2) substituting
Shaykh al-Tusi’s chains with those verified by Najashi. In contrast, Ayatollah Khamenei
critically examines and questions the reliability of both methods, expressing skepticism
regarding their validity. This study adopts a desctiptive-analytical approach, drawing on
library-based sources to provide a comparative analysis of the differing perspectives of
Muhaqqiq Khoei and Ayatollah Khamenei concerning the legitimacy and application of
the Document Substitution Theory.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction

1. Introduction
Hadith - comprising the sayings, actions, and tacit approvals of the Infallibles (peace be
upon them) - has long served as the most frequently used soutce for deriving Islamic
legal rulings. Despite differences over the past millennium among Shia jurists and usulis
regarding the authority of solitaty repotts (&babar al-wihid) and the criteria for their
admissibility, there has been broad consensus on the role of documents (chains of
transmission) and narrators in evaluating the authenticity of hadith. Consequently, Shiite
scholarship, particulatly in later centuries, has seen sustained efforts to assess natrators'
reliability and correct defective documents.
It is in this context that the theory of the Document Substitution Theory (Ta’weedh al-
Asnad), emerges - sometimes also referred to as document correction ot document replacement.
This theory offers a method for rehabilitating certain hadiths that, at first glance, appear
weak or unteliable due to issues like broken chains (7rsdl), unknown natrators, or narrators
of weak reliability. The viability of this approach depends on the existence of an
alternative, authenticated chain for the same narration that can replace the problematic
one. Some scholars have broadly defined the theory as “replacing part or all of a weak
chain with a stronger one free of the original defects.”
Given the foundational importance of Shaykh al-Tusi’s Tahdhib al-Ahkdm in the Shiite
legal tradition, many efforts to apply document substitution have focused specifically on this
work. While some later jurists have dismissed numerous narrations in Tabdbib due to
document weakness, others argue that, through the application of document substitution -
by replacing faulty chains with sound ones drawn from other works - it is possible to
elevate many of these narrations to the level of authenticity. For example, a narration
with a weak chain as recorded in the mashikbhah of Tabhdhib may be reassessed based on a
stronger chain found in Shaykh al-Tusi’s Fibrist.
Although early references to this theory can be found in the works of scholars such as
Muhaqqiq Ardabili and the author of Madarik al-Ahkam, the first independent treatise on
the subject is attributed to Shaykh Muhammad b. Ali Ardabili (d. 1101 AH). A student
of ‘Allama Majlesi, Ardabili authored a treatise titled Tashi al-Asanid (Cotrection of
Chains of Documents), the otiginal of which is lost, but a summary survives in his Jam:*
al-Ruwit wa Rafi* al-Ishtibahat. In this work, Ardabili argues that scholars who rejected the
documents of certain narrations in Tahdhib and Istibsar failed to consider the various other
chains that Shaykh al-Tusi preserved—whether in the mashikhah or the Fibrist—which
could serve as valid replacements.
Although Ardabili’s proposal met with scholarly debate, it paved the way for a more
systematic exploration of document substitution and the development of refined
methodologies. Among contemporary jurists, Ayatollah Sayyid Abu al-Qasim al-Khoei
(d. 1413 AH) showed considerable interest in the theory. Based on extensive review, the
author has identified two key methods proposed by Khoei in his legal and biographical
writings to cotrect chains in Tabdhib al-Ahkanr.

1. Substituting chains in Tahdhib with those in Shaykh al-Tusi’s Fibrist

2. Replacing Shaykh al-Tusi’s isnads with those from Najashi’s Fibrist
Both methods were adopted and expanded upon by Khoei’s students, including the late
martyr Sayyid Muhammad Bagir al-Sadr (d. 1400 AH).
Ayatollah Khamenei—who possesses deep scholarly engagement in hadith and
biographical studies—has also addressed these methods in his dars-e kharj. While



presenting the views of Muhaqqiq Khoei, he offers detailed critiques, raising doubts
about the reliability of both substitution strategies.
2. Methodology
As the evaluation of scholarly positions in Islamic sciences must be grounded in accurate
sources, this study relies on the written works and transcriptions of the teachings of
Muhaqqiq Khoei and Ayatollah Khamenei. The study proceeds by first presenting and
illustrating each of Khoei’s two proposed methods, followed by an exposition of
Khamenei’s critiques and the analytical challenges he identifies for each method.
3. Results and Discussion
1.The theory of document substitution is only valid if a verifiably sound alternative
chain for the narration in question exists. Through replacing the weak chain
with a reliable one, the authenticity of the narration may be restored.
2.Due to the historical importance and sheer volume of legal narrations in
Tabdhib al-Ahkdm, most substitution efforts have focused on this collection.
3.Shaykh al-Tusi occasionally provided full chains within the body of Tahdbib,
but more often completed the documents at the end in the washikhah, where he
outlines his transmission routes to narrators cited eatlier. In a concluding note
to the mashikhah, he refers readers to his Fibrist for additional chains. Hence,
Tusi offers two main sources for his chains: the washikhah and the Fibrist, and it
is possible—when necessary—to replace documents in Tubdhib with those from
the Fihrist.
Muhaqqiq Khoei argues that substitution can occur not only at the beginning of
a chain (replacing the entire chain to the first narrator) but also mid-chain, by
inserting a valid link at any point. He supports this with Shaykh al-Tusi’s phrasing
in the Fibrist: “He informed us of all bis books and narrations,” referting to specific
natrators.
4.Najashi (d. 450 AH), a contemporary of Shaykh al-Tusi and a renowned
biographer, compiled a Fibrist listing over 1,260 Shi‘i authors and their chains of
transmission. According to Khoeli, if Tusi’s chain to a narrator is weak, but
Najashi’s is strong—and they share a common teacher—it is permissible to
replace Tusi’s chain with Najashi’s. He contends that their shared teacher had
two chains to the narrator: one recorded by Najashi, the other by Tusi.
5.1n his dars-e kbarjj sessions, Ayatollah Khamenei addresses these approaches,
acknowledging Khoei’s contributions while raising significant challenges to both
substitution methods.
4. Conclusion
As discussed, the emphasis on documents authentication - especially among proponents
of documents-based reliability - has driven many later jurists to seek methods for validating a
broader range of narrations. Muhaqqiq Khoei developed the theorty of document substitution
to meet this need, proposing two main strategies: replacing Tahdhib chains with those
from Shaykh al-Tusi’s Fibrist, and replacing Tusi’s chains with those from Najashi’s
Fibrist. While these methods appear justified at first glance and have been adopted by
some of his prominent students, jurists like Ayatollah Khamenei have raised serious
objections that cast doubt on their reliability.
Among Ayatollah Khamenei’s main criticisms are:
e In the first method: The uncertainty surrounding whether the substituted
narrator (especially if mid-chain) actually transmitted the hadith in question.



e In the second method: The absence of clear evidence proving the consistency
of source manuscripts used by Shaykh al-Tusi and Najashi, despite their shared
teachers.
These criticisms suggest that further biographical and hadith-chain research is necessary
for proponents of the document substitution theory to adequately respond and establish
confidence in these methods.
Keywords: Document Substitution Theory, chain of transmission, Shaykh al-Tusi,
Muhaqqiq Khoei, Ayatollah Khamenei, Tahdhib al-Ahkam
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