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Introduction

The decline or at least the diminution of the Nagshbandi order's presence in the
Safavid period is quite clear from studying the sources related to this period.
However, the reason for this story for the Nagshbandi order and such hostility, if
the principle of this hostility can be accepted, is not only the religious difference
between the Nagshbandi order and the Safavids, but it must be said that; in
addition to the religious difference between the Shiite Safavids and the Sunni
Nagshbandis, the political activism of the sheikhs of this order in the pre-Safavid
period and at the same time as the beginning of the Safavid rule was effective in
the decline of the Nagshbandi order in Iran. Recognition of this historical period
shows; The Nagshbandi sheikhs, while having political activities, those sheikhs
who opposed the Safavids in their political roles and activities or were associated
with rival Safavid governments (Ottoman and Uzbek), were subjected to
restrictions during the pre-Safavid era and at the same time as the beginning of
the Safavid rule, which either led to their murder or forced them to leave Iran and
the decline of the Nagshbandi order in Iran. At least during the beginning of the
Safavid rule, the killing or persecution and restrictions on some Sufis cannot have
a religious reason alone because, for example, based on historical documents,
during the reign of Shah Ismail II and the presidency of Mirza Makhdoom, who
had Sunni tendencies, they had some freedoms, but despite this, we still witness
that more than five hundred Sufis were punished due to political conflict.
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Research methodology

The present research has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. In this research, we have initially
described the nature of the situation and presented a report of the research examples, and then we have tried to explain
the reasons for the situation and explain them, and to obtain results using reasoning, analysis, and comparison of
evidence and theories that in a way deny and negate the common image and theory that the decline of the
Nagshbandiyya order was due to religious differences during the Safavid era, and we have presented an alternative
theory. The data collection method was library studies, and tools such as documents, printed and handwritten books,
and articles were used.

Discussion

The Sufis opposed to the Twelver Imami Shiism could not do anything even if they left Iran. It should be noted that
the spread of Shiite tendencies among the Iranian public, and especially among the Sufis, in the pre-Safavid periods
was more a product of the sultans' tolerance than a result of the rulers' Shiite policies. These sultans used the Sufis to
legitimize their rule. Contrary to the general approach of Iranian society and the newly formed Safavid government,
the Nagshbandis did not have Shiite tendencies and were even biased and emphasized Sunnism. However, the
limitation or decline of the Nagshbandi Sufis during the Safavid period in Iran, considering the activities of some
sheikhs and the departure of others due to political tendencies, cannot be attributed solely to the element of religious
differences. In fact, political differences also played an effective role in the Safavid rulers' dealings with the
Nagshbandis in Iran. In examining the situation of the Nagshbandiyya sheikhs in the pre-Safavid period and the
beginning of the Safavid rule, who have been claimed to have tried to cause the decline of Nagshbandiyya due to the
role of religion, three approaches can be observed in the series. These three categories include the following:

(1) The first category should be assigned to sheikhs who did not confront the government during the Safavid period,
but no special activity in the spread of the path has been recorded from them. This category includes sheikhs such as
Khwaja Muhammad Amin Bulgari and Sheikh Alwan.

(2) The second category was the sheikhs who took a positive view of the Safavid government and even managed to
gain a position in the government, or at least their activities to develop and continue their order were not limited. Abdul
Wahab Hamedani and Sana’ullah Kozeh-Kanani are included in this category.

(3) The third category of Nagshbandi sheikhs were those who faced restrictions or even murder and exile during the
Safavid period. Of course, in this category, the successors of Sayyid Ali Kurdi, who is alleged to have been killed by
the Safavids due to religious and sectarian differences at the beginning of the Safavid era, were present freely in Iran
(Qazvin, the capital of the early Safavid era) for a long time. However, people such as Ebrahim Shabestari (Sibuyeh
Sani) and some of the followers of this order such as Mir Hossein Meybodi and Roozbehan Khonji, in addition to their
religious differences with the Safavids, also took political actions against the Safavids.

Conclusion

Therefore, at least until the early years after the Safavids came to power, despite being Sunni, some Nagshbandi sheikhs
continued to be present in Iran. The present study provides evidence that political factors and their political actions
with the Safavid movement played a fundamental role in the Safavids' treatment of the sheikhs of the Nagshbandi order
in Iran in the 10th century AH. Obviously, their political actions in the pre-Safavid period and the beginning of the
Safavid era in opposition to the new government cannot be ignored and become the causes of the decline of the order.
On the contrary, those sheikhs who did not support the Safavid rivals or were in line with the political interests of the
new government were able to remain present in Iran for at least a few years. The Naqshbandi did not achieve much
success in this region for other reasons, including the dominance of Shiite tendencies among the Iranian people against
their own Sunni bias. As an effective movement in creating legitimacy for the sultans, the Sufis, by choosing their
political actions, actually determined the continuity of their presence.
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