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Introduction

Manichaeism and its prophet Mani are one of the wonders of the ancient world,
whose thought was universal and had its own special characteristics. The founder
of Manichaeism arose in the land of Babylon from a family of Parthian origin.
Then it covered Mesopotamia and the land of Iran, as well as in the east in India
and Central Asia and even to China and in the west in Asia Minor and North Africa
and Spain and Italy to France and Germany and in general the East and West of
the world due to the persecutions of the kings of Iran and the emperors of Rome
and the Arab caliphs. Today, geography plays a great role in examining different
religions from ancient times to the present because this science shows us the extent
of the movement of religions. Many of the great ancient religions, traces of which
have been found in different lands to this day, are due to the knowledge of their
geographical movement. Manichaeism was one of the great religions that first
emerged from Mesopotamia, which was then under the control of the Iranian
states (Parthian and Sasanian), and then, due to the travels of Mani and his
disciples, it moved to the east and west of the world, and over time and through
the missionaries of this religion, it involved the two great empires of that time,
Iran and Rome. On the one hand, the flexibility of the Manichaean religion and
the good morality of the Manichaeans had caused this religion to enter many lands,
and on the other hand, the strictness of the governments where the Manichaeans
had gone had also caused their migration to newer lands. Although these works,
compositions, and writings have good indications about the global spread of this
religion, none of them have systematically and regularly considered the geography
of the Manichaean religion.
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This research, whose materials were collected through a library method, seeks to answer the following question in a
descriptive-analytical manner: What factors caused the territory of Manichaeism to encompass vast territories in the
East and West of the world at that time? It seems that the travels of Mani and his followers, due to the propaganda or
strictness of the powerful governments of the ancient world at that time, namely Sassanid Iran and Rome, caused the
geographical expansion of this religion.

Research Methodology

This research, which is a historical research, was collected using a library method and uses a descriptive-analytical
method to answer the question: What factors caused the territory of Manichaeism to cover vast territories in the East
and West of the world at that time? It seems that the travels of Manichaeism and his followers, due to the propaganda
or strictness of the powerful governments of the ancient world at that time, namely Sassanid Iran and Rome, caused
the geographical spread of this religion. According to the documents and evidence obtained from sources related to
Manichaeism, as well as the quality of Manichaeism and its adaptation to other religions, sects, and sects, this religion
penetrated and penetrated the peoples of the ancient world with different religions and sects, which is clearly evident
today with the discovery of reliable historical and religious documents.

Discussion

In the third century AD, Mani attempted to organize a world religion that could spread both to the East and the West
(Clark, 1379: 28). It was due to the missionary journeys of Mani and his first disciples that Manichaeism spread
(Sefavand, 1402: 71). The Manichaean religion, known as Manichaeism, was no exception to this, and Mani and his
followers used some of the major religions of the time in a wide area from Mesopotamia to India, namely Zurvan,
Mithra, Zoroaster, Buddha, Christ, and many sects that were in Mesopotamia, in the principles and foundations of their
religion and cult, which has been proven today by examining some of the basic principles and traces of these religions,
sects, and sects. This has led to this religion being referred to as an eclectic religion and having many similarities in
some of its principles and branches with other religions, rituals, sects, and sects before it, and today's researchers and
scholars, through their scientific studies, correctly find similarities in the Manichaean religion with rituals and cults
before it (Khodadadian, 2007: 2/1660; Daraya, 2004: 63; Tedeen, 2014: 1; Zarrinkoob, 2009: 15; Permon, Bita: 22;
Mirzaei, 2010: 89). Manichaeism spread at a remarkable speed from East Turkestan to the northern countries of Africa,
Spain, Gaul, and Italy, and until about the seventh century AD, it was one of the great enemies of Zoroastrianism and
Christianity, and after the emergence of Islam, it was one of the opponents of this religion, which gradually disappeared
(Safa, 1977: 44; Nozari, 2003: 245). In fact, the universality of this religion made Shapur I, its founder, love it and
allow it to roam freely (Daryai, 2004: 66). In fact, the Manichaean religion spread its influence throughout the world
without war or bloodshed and had fanatical supporters and believers, so much so that in the fourth century AD, when
Emperor Constantine made Christianity the official and compulsory religion, the Manichaeans enjoyed extraordinary
influence in the Roman realm, namely Western Asia and North Africa, and were considered the only rival of
Christianity (Ghaffari, 2004: 129; Akbari, 2009: 5). The hatred of major religions such as Zoroastrianism, Christianity,
and Islam was one of the reasons for the global expansion of the Manichaean religion, as Zoroastrians, Christians, and
Muslims considered him a great heretic, and he became the target of hateful hatred for centuries (Elyadeh, 2004: 114).
But the religion in question did not disappear with the execution of its prophet, but rather spread throughout the world
for many years. Yes, the Manichaeans, with their own prophet and spiritual leader, first in Babylon and later in
Samarkand, with the same pessimistic aspect on which the basis of their law and religion was based, lasted for centuries
and made literary, industrial and technical advances and developments in every respect. Even after the emergence of
Islam, Manichaeism did not lose its importance and spread in Central Asia to the regions of Tibet (Sykes, 1380: 1/552).
In general, Manichaeism was one of the important religions that had an impact on human life in a wide area in Asia,
Africa and Europe, and its influence has been seen to a great extent since the emergence of its prophet, Manichaeism.
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Conclusion

The Manichaean religion, which was an Iranian religion, emerged in Mesopotamia during the Sassanid period, which
was under the influence of the Parthian state, and spread to the mainland of Iran. From the very beginning, with the
travels that Mani and his missionaries made to different parts of the world of that time, they had a global and universal
claim, and to a large extent they were successful in this. Manichaeism, like other ancient religions, but more universal,
with its own characteristics, including flexibility and interdependence, crossed borders with its expansion and traveled
from the east to the west of the world of that time. However, after a while, governments in the east and the west,
especially in the two empires of that time, namely Iran and Rome, rose up to prevent this religion. Because in Iran,
Zoroastrians were against this Manichaean religion, and in Rome, Christians rose up to confront it, and with the advent
of Islam, the Manichaeans were persecuted and killed. In fact, the persecutions of the Iranian and Roman governments
and the strictures imposed on the Manichaeans caused the Manichaean religion to move in the East and West of the
world at that time, and it spread to Spain and France in Europe and to China in Asia, and today it is evident among the
inscriptions and works of historians of these lands, as well as the influence of this religion in the sects of these lands.
The movement of the Manichaeans to the far corners of the world shows the capacity and ability of this Iranian religion,
which had a vast movement throughout the history of the world in its era.
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The spread of Manichaeism (300-500 C.E.)

St. Augustine was originally a Manichaean.



