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Comparing the symbolism of "Simorgh" and "Eagle" in the mystical thought of Attar
Nishaburi and Castandah, similarities and differences Hassan Saidi* Mitra Sadat
Tabatabaei** . Contemporary man who has suffered a mental crisis in the age of
modernity for some reasons. It is in search of reaching a point of peace. This need
has caused the emergence of mysticism in this direction. One of the figures of
contemporary history who presented Seleucid and spiritual teachings in his mystical
works, "Carlos Castaneda" (20 AD) is the leading figure of Indian mysticism. On
the other hand, in the field of Islamic mysticism, Farid al-Din, Attar Neishabouri, a
famous figure (7th century AH) also has principles and instructions in Seleucid
issues. "Eagle" in Castandah's works and "Simorgh" in Attar's Seleucid programs
are clearly visible in a symbolic form with the aim of drawing the peak of human
personality. The purpose of this research, which was done with a descriptive,
analytical method. Examining similarities and differences between their thoughts.
The findings show. that both characters believe in "a kind of unity of existence" in
the field of ontology. Moreover, they believe in issues such as "perfectionism and
the pursuit of human perfection, the role of knowledge in conduct, the allegory of a
bird as a symbol of upward movement, freedom from attachments in the process of
conduct." But on the other hand, they have differences in characteristics such as
"monotheistic theological approach, element of love, outlook on life and...". which
is described in detail in the text of the article.
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Introduction

Knowing the Secrets, Innermost, and Hidden World is the Central Point of All Mysticism. Mystical schools generally
claim to discover these secrets and connect man with the calming center of existence. But which mystical path and
with what characteristics can free a person from the whirlpool of bewilderment in life. In a general view, it can be said
that a comprehensive mystical path is a path that leads to the liberation of the human soul from the prison of the body.
Many emerging contemporary mystics in this regard claim to present a path suitable for freeing man from spiritual
crises and guiding him towards spirituality. Islamic mysticism is also inspired by the revelation verses of the Holy
Quran such as the verse “There is no god but God, and everything is perishable except its form” (Qasas, 88) and other
verses like it, and many hadiths that are in line with these verses. It tries to guide a person to the point of unity. And.
To free him from the confusion and dispersion. But the main question of this article is. How and in what form have
Farid al-Din Attar Neyshaburi and Carlos Castaneda expressed this truth in the field of mystical path and conduct. And
what are the differences and similarities between the two? Which character has precedence over the other in the use of
allegorical symbols? Which of these two characters?

Attar Neyshaburi, who is considered a representative of Islamic mysticism in this article. Has presented the topic of
mystical path, annihilation and unity of existence in the most penetrating form. In the eleven works that he has left
behind, this Muslim mystic; by using the revelation verses of the Holy Quran and the words of the Prophet of Islam
(PBUH) and the saints of Allah, has called the seeker, more than anything else, to immerse himself in the eternal
beloved and connect with the infinite.

Research Methodology

This research has been conducted with a descriptive and analytical method through content analysis of the propositions
used in the works of Attar Neyshaburi and Carlos Castaneda and comparing them with each other and relying on library
resources.

Discussion

In the mystical thought of Attar Neyshaburi, Simorgh is a symbol of truth and a superior being that has a very high
position. And that position is called Mount Qaf. The meaning of the name "Simorgh" is that in its feathers and wings
it encompasses all the beautiful colors and patterns that other birds have. Therefore, Attar, in this symbolic form,
considered Simorgh to be a symbol of the absolute truth of existence that is close to all things. (Attar, 2011: 713)
Although some have distanced themselves from him. And the whole existence is like his shadow and manifestation.
And he is close to everyone. (Ibid., 1093)

Attar Neyshaburi has presented the topic of mystical conduct, annihilation and unity of existence in the most
penetrating form. In the eleven works he has left behind, this Muslim mystic, by utilizing the revelation verses of the
Holy Quran and the words of the Prophet of Islam (PBUH) and the saints, above all, has called the seeker to move
from the drop and dew to the sea and immerse himself in the eternal beloved and connect with the infinite. Because if
someone joins the sea. He will also have the drop.

The Almighty is the great sea, the small drop is the paradise of bliss

Be a drop Whoever was the sea, whatever was other than the sea was a sorrow

(Attar, 1371: 85-84)

Since, historically, Attar lived before Castaneda. Therefore, he was a pioneer in using the symbol and allegory of the
Simorgh in metaphors compared to Castaneda. After Attar, Suhrawardi, Sheikh Ishraq, also considered Simorgh as a
symbol of absolute truth. All the truths of the world are filled with His truth. But the determinations of these objects,
which are in a state of decay and annihilation, do not find their way into that absolute truth. Although He has filled
everywhere and everyone. And His whistle is the source of all knowledge. But alas, the ears are not able to hear this
whistle.: “Everything is full of Him and He is empty of everything and all knowledge is from the whistle of Simorgh.
His whistle reaches everyone, but there are few listeners.” (Suhrawardi, 1355: 315)
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Lahiji, the commentator of Gulshan-e-Raz, also influenced by Attar as a description of Simorgh, considered him to be
the absolute truth and introduced man as the highest manifestation and front of this absolute truth.: “Simorgh” is the
expression of the absolute single essence and “Qaf” is the expression of human truth. In which the truth with all names
and attributes is manifested and apparent. And whoever has attained the knowledge of human truth, by virtue of "He
who knows his own nature has lost the nature of his Lord," it is possible for him to see and recognize that "He who
sees has lost the view of the truth," just as whoever reaches Mount Qaf reaches the Simorgh." (La Hiji, 1378: 310)
The Eagle in Castaneda's View

In the popular culture of different ethnic groups and nations, the eagle is a fierce and masterful hunter with an
aggressive attitude and high soaring power in space. It looks at the prey from a superior horizon and attacks it. And in
various cases, this bird is used for recreational and theatrical purposes and the like.

In Castaneda's belief, the eagle is not considered merely a bird of prey. Rather, in his thought, the eagle is a symbol of
a special semantic space. Which has a place up to the level of creation. And a person who was placed in hell due to the
downward course. But in the upward course, he joins the world of the spirit and the kingdom. And understanding and
awareness play a decisive role in this ascent.

With this symbolic approach to the eagle, Castaneda believes that we must be aware that what we see around us is not
a solid world, but an infinite existence of eagle lights. (Castaneda, 1378: 48) The eagle created man, and since
consciousness is the food of the eagle, the reason for the creation of beings is that they feed the eagle with their
consciousness. (Ibid., 49) The eagle's intention in creating them was so that they could remember themselves.
(Castaneda, 1376: 202) The seeker must restore his connection with the soul. (Castaneda, 1378, Fire Within, p. 35) In
the downward journey, after falling into hell (the world of the wicked), man once again triumphantly returns to the
soul (the world of heaven and above). And he brings with him spoils from hell. Understanding is one of these spoils."
(Castaneda, 2001: 259)

Conclusion

In the process of examining the issue of conduct in the perspectives of Attar and Castaneda, we have found the
following similarities and differences in the thoughts of these two personalities.

A. Similarities

1- Attar and Castaneda are similar to each other in some aspects in matters of conduct. And they are also different in
some aspects.

2- Both figures have spoken of the unity of existence., although this unity of existence in Castaneda's school is
accompanied by the attribute of panentheism, while the unity of existence in Islam takes on a specific color.

3- The Supreme Being or the soul in both schools has an internal and an external dimension.

4- The comprehensiveness of the knowledge of God is a universal thing and is rooted in the human institution.

5- Both personalities pay attention to the issue of human perfectionism.

6- Attar and Castaneda use the bird, which symbolizes the peak and upward movement, in their explanation of
perfectionism. is. have used.

7- Both characters consider man as a being who has lost his essence. Who, by following the path of the soul, is able to
perfect his talents and perceive the one truth. And in this, knowledge plays a fundamental role.

8- Freedom from attachments Castaneda's second principle is to put aside unnecessary things. Attar has also proposed
the valley of renunciation. The content and spirit of which is the liberation of the seeker from attachments and
attachments and attention to God and the absolute truth that He is the source of all perfections. And others are
dependent on Him for their possessions.

9- Like Attar, Castaneda believes in seven principles in the process of conduct. And he calls these seven principles
"the principles of ambush and hunting."

10- Both characters admit to the linguistic bottleneck in recounting the truth.
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B. Differences

1- Because Castaneda relies and emphasizes on the latent cosmic forces. Therefore, the monotheistic theological
approach is not prominent in Castaneda's thought, but in Attar's mystical thought, monotheism is the most central
element.

2- The element of love and its relationship with monotheism in the works of Muslim mystics (Sa'idi, Hassan, The
Mystical Ontology of Hakim Sabzevari, Ontological Research, p. 370) is especially prominent in Attar's works.
Because in Attar's mystical view, love is the source of the emergence of multiplicities in existence. That determiners
lose their color. In Attar's view, since the flame of the fire of love is the fire of love, it is burning. Therefore, in the
valley of love, a person seeking well-being will not get anywhere. Because the valley of love requires perseverance
and manliness. So that he can walk the path with his freedom. Otherwise, he will be a prisoner on the way. (Attar,
1390, verses 3361-3360)

In Attar's view, love is a valuable gem. And in the field of love, trading is the most beneficial and good business.But
in Castaneda's thinking, love is not mentioned with the clarity that is mentioned in Attar's works.

3- The attitude towards life is also different in their thinking. Although Castaneda emphasizes that the seeker does not
complicate things and focuses on simplicity because every struggle is for life, and he must always be ready. The seeker
always watches the scene from behind and never puts himself forward. This is a strategy that has many strengths, one
of which is freedom from the judgments of others. However, in his view, the nature of life is not clear and distinct.
(Al-Masian, 2001: 193-195)

However, in Attar's view, life is drawn on the axis of monotheism and the beginning and end of existence, and in the
Quranic term, it is eternal and pure life.
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