3

Liniversigy af
Sintam and Halucbesinn

Studies in Comparative Religion and Mysticism

(nlime ISSN: 2670 - 5195

Analytical Study Dystocia based on Holy Texts and their reflection in Visual

Alireza Taheri !

works

| Mozhdeh Sharafkhah 2

1. Corresponding Author, Professor of the Department of Comparative and Analytical History of Islamic Art, Faculty of Theoretical

Sciences and Advanced Art Studies, University of Arts, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: al.taheri@art.ac.ir

2. PhD student of Comparative and Analytical History of Islamic Art, Department of Comparative and Analytical History of Islamic

Art, Faculty of Theoretical Sciences and Advanced Art Studies, University of Art, Tehran, Iran.

E-mail: m.sharatkhah@student.art.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:
Received: 7 July 2025

Received in revised form:

13 August 2025
Accepted: 11 September
2025

Published online:

27 September 2025

Keywords:
dystocia,
caesarean section,
Eve,

Rostam,

Buddha

The creation of all phenomena always follows metaphysical, superhuman, and
symbolic stories. In the mythological stories about creation, the creation of man
depends on the existence of his father and his early and eternal mother. The common
chapter of all religions is hidden in this matter, which is the ancestor of all religions.
Accordingly, the story of the birth of Eve as the beginning of the first generation in
sacred texts and in the visual arts is extended.

Eve’s birth has been described as a case of dystocia, or abnormal birth, today known
as a caesarean section (C-section), which refers to delivering babies through an
incision in the mother’s abdomen. The concept of Eve’s birth from Adam’s rib in
holy scriptures found its way to visual works and became a common idea. This study
analyzed visual works with the theme of dystocia in Abrahamic religions and similar
Roman, Indian, and Iranian myths of the birth of Caesar, Buddha, and Rostam. This
study aimed to analyze and compare the narratives and illustrations with the theme
of dystocia in selected religions and mythologies to demonstrate their
connections.The story of the creation of Adam and Eve’s birth was analyzed based
on the components present in the illustrations and narratives. The background,
features, and main predicates of the study indicated that dystocia is a recurrent theme
in the myths of certain civilizations, according to the first instance. Moreover, the
analysis revealed that abnormal birth is a characteristic of supernatural and
superhuman characters. The most prominent figures with shared roles had a similar
origin story. This type of birth consolidated the position of the prominent and
influential figures to accept a transcendental spirit.
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Problem Statement:

The creation of the human is described differently in Abrahamic religions. Nonetheless, these accounts are similar and
analogous in many aspects. The creation of all phenomena always follows metaphysical, superhuman, and symbolic
stories. In the mythological stories about creation, the creation of man depends on the existence of his father and his
early and eternal mother. The common chapter of all religions is hidden in this matter, which is the ancestor of all
religions. Accordingly, the story of the birth of Eve as the beginning of the first generation in sacred texts and in the
visual arts is extended.

Eve’s birth has been described as a case of dystocia, or abnormal birth, today known as a caesarean section (C-section),
which refers to delivering babies through an incision in the mother’s abdomen. The concept of Eve’s birth from Adam’s
rib in holy scriptures found its way to visual works and became a common idea. This study analyzed visual works with
the theme of dystocia in Abrahamic religions and similar Roman, Indian, and Iranian myths of the birth of Caesar,
Buddha, and Rostam.

Aim:

This study aimed to analyze and compare the narratives and illustrations with the theme of dystocia in selected religions
and mythologies to demonstrate their connections.

Method:

In this descriptive-analytical study, the data were collected through library research. First, the similarities between
dystocias described in the holy scriptures were identified. Next, the illustrations of the accounts were analyzed to reveal
their prominent features in order to detect their commonalities.

Findings:

The story of the creation of Adam and Eve’s birth was analyzed based on the components present in the illustrations
and narratives. The background, features, and main predicates of the study indicated that dystocia is a recurrent theme
in the myths of certain civilizations, according to the first instance. Moreover, the analysis revealed that abnormal birth
is a characteristic of supernatural and superhuman characters. The most prominent figures with shared roles had a
similar origin story. This type of birth consolidated the position of the prominent and influential figures to accept a
transcendental spirit.
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