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The fundamental characteristic of Gnosticism is its anti-cosmic attitude and strong
duality between God and the material world. This thought requires undeification of
cosmic forces and consideration of the evil and antagonistic actors who control the
world, body and psyche of man whom are irrelevant to absolutely supreme God,
who is beyond this system. In Gnostic thought, these cosmic powers are mainly the
rulers of the heavenly planets (archons). In order to achieve salvation, man must be
freed from the rule of these archons, and this salvation is not possible without the
intervention of God's roar from outside of the cosmic system. At the same time,
similar ideas have found their way in the religious texts of Zoroastrianism orthodoxy
as well as in Islamic philosophy and mysticism without any contradictions with their
basic principles. These anti-cosmic thoughts have found a special and unique
resonance in Hafez's poetry through the role of astral spirits in the process of
cosmogenesis and the events of the beginning of creation and the existential position
of man in relation to these events which has connected Hafez's soteriology with the
idea of "splitting the roof of the sky". By comparing Gnostic texts, myths and
fundamental ideas with the ideas, themes and symbolism found in Hafez's poetry,
this research shows the Gnostic themes of Hafez's poetry and their relationship with
his worldview and ontology.
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Introduction

The fundamental characteristic of Gnosticism is its anti-cosmic attitude and the stark dualism between God and the
material world. This perspective necessitates de-deification of the cosmos and attributes its governance to malevolent
and hostile beings who dominate the world, the human body, and the soul. In Gnostic thought, these beings are the
rulers of the seven celestial planets (Archons), who are entirely distinct from the transcendent and unknowable God
beyond this system. To achieve salvation, humans must liberate themselves from their dominion, and this is impossible
without divine intervention from outside the cosmic order. Simultaneously, similar ideas have found their way into
Islamic philosophy and mysticism. This research explores how these anti-cosmic ideas, particularly through the
malevolent role of the seven planetary rulers, are uniquely reflected in the poetry of Hafez, associating his soteriology
with the idea of "breaking through the celestial sphere.”

Methods This research compares the narratives and symbols found in authoritative Gnostic texts and Hafez's sonnets
to demonstrate the reflection of Gnostic motifs in his works. Furthermore, using an existential framework and symbolic
analysis, the study explores themes such as alienation, freedom, and the quest for meaning in both Gnostic texts and
Hafez's poetry.

Results: The prevalence of anti-cosmic and soteriological themes in Hafez's poetry indicates that his existential
experience and worldview align more closely with Gnostic thought than with interpretations based on the unity of
existence (Wahdat al-Wujud). Additionally, in Hafez’s thought, human’s free will alongside divine grace plays a
central role.Conclusions: The findings suggest that a Gnostic reading of Hafez's poetry can offer a new and distinct
interpretation of his works, enriching our understanding of the philosophical and mystical depth of his poetry.
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