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Although the community of Jesus (PBUH) is described in the Quranic literature as
the closest people in friendship to the community of Muhammad (PBUH), the lack
of a harmonious approach among them towards Christ (PBUH) and the diminution
of his special position in the view of Muslims have caused this closeness and affinity
not to be felt as much as it should be in their common communities. In view of such
damage, the present study, while utilizing the tools of document-library collection
and descriptive-analytical methods, has attempted to reflect the high status of Jesus
(PBUH) in detail using the narrative sources of Shiite Islam, and finally to examine
the possible reason for the absence of his name in some of the news. The findings
indicate that, firstly, the personality traits of the son of Mary (PBUH) are not limited
to his personal life and personal realm, and a significant and noteworthy part of it
should be sought and understood through reports related to his interaction with other
beings in the visible and even the unseen world. Secondly, the frequent mention of
Jesus (PBUH) on a few occasions by the Holy Prophet (PBUH) and his successors
indicates the depth of their love and devotion towards Jesus (PBUH); however, due
to the different fate of Jesus (PBUH) and the differences in his nature and identity,
some narrations among the prominent and distinguished prophets have refused to
mention his name, and a few other narrations have followed this method without any
apparent reason.
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Introduction

In the Quranic teachings, the followers of Jesus (PBUH) are introduced as the closest group to Muslims in love and
friendship. This Quranic perspective provides a suitable basis for convergence and interaction between the two
religious communities of Islam and Christianity. However, in practice, this closeness and understanding have not been
manifested as expected in the joint Muslim and Christian communities. One of the main factors of such a gap is the
difference in attitudes and perceptions towards the personality of Jesus (PBUH) and his position in the belief systems
of both religions. While Christians consider him to be the embodiment of divinity and the center of their faith, in
Islamic belief, Jesus (PBUH) is a great prophet and miracle worker, but neither God nor his son. The above
fundamental difference has created an obstacle to dialogue and consensus between the two communities. Therefore,
the main purpose of this research is to examine the position of Jesus (PBUH) in Shiite traditions and analyze the
existing capacities to strengthen Islamic-Christian dialogue based on these sources. The main questions of the research
are: How is Jesus (PBUH) introduced in Shiite traditions? What kind of respect is shown to him in these narrations
and can these capacities be used for religious convergence?

Research Method

The present research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and library resources. In this direction, an
attempt has been made to present a comprehensive picture of his position in the Shiite tradition by collecting and
classifying Shiite narrations related to Jesus (PBUH). The narrations under study have been classified and followed up
in two general categories: “Inside reports” and “Other reports”. Also, for a more detailed analysis, the hadith data have
been divided into four types of veneration: overt veneration (narratives that explicitly praise Jesus (PBUH), implicit
veneration (narratives that implicitly refer to his life or teachings), exclusive veneration (narratives that specifically
refer to Jesus (PBUH), and comprehensive veneration (narratives that mention him alongside other prophets). These
divisions help the audience to better and more deeply understand the different dimensions of Jesus (PBUH)’s
personality in Shiite traditions.

Discussion

A review of the available sources revealed that although the content of the works of Western researchers about Jesus
(PBUH) in Islam provides valuable information, most of them have neglected Shiite hadith sources. For example, Neil
Robinson, in his book Christ in Islam and Christianity, has focused more on common Christian readings of the Quranic
verses and has not made much use of Islamic hadith sources. Mahmoud Ayyub in A Muslim View of Christianity has
tried to use Islamic narrations, but his method of analysis is not clear. Jorn Leerwick's Image of Jesus Christ in Islam
also only mentions a few narrations and does not make much use of reliable Shiite sources. In contrast, some works
such as Jesus Through the Quran and Shi‘ite Narrations with an introduction by Muhammad Leggenhausen have
merely collected verses and narrations and lack analysis. Samuel Zimmer in The Moslem Christ, also strongly
influenced by Christian sources, considers the data of the Quran and Islamic narrations incomplete and describes
Muslims as incapable of understanding the message of Jesus (pbuh). A similar situation is seen in the field of Persian
articles. The article "An Empathetic Study of the History of Jesus Christ (pbuh) in the New Testament and Shiite
Narratives" focuses more on convergence strategies than on analyzing the personality of Jesus (pbuh). Gholamreza
Akrami's article titled "Comparing the Lives of Shiite Imams with Jesus (PBUH)" also uses a comparative approach
to introduce Jesus (PBUH) as a perfect example of a pre-Islamic Muslim. Two other articles, "Jesus (PBUH) in Sheikh
Saduq's Hadith Discourse" by Hossein Barati and "Jesus (PBUH) in Al-Kafi's Hadiths Compared to Jesus in
Christianity," also focus solely on the works of Ibn Babawayh and Kulayni, neglecting other Shiite sources.

In the present study, an attempt has been made to gain a deeper understanding of the various dimensions of the
personality of Jesus (PBUH) by focusing on Shiite narrations. For this purpose, the hadith data were considered and
followed up under two major chapters, “Jesus (PBUH) and the World of the Visible” and “Jesus (PBUH) and the
World of the Unseen”. The first chapter deals with the relationship of Jesus (PBUH) with humans, animals and
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inanimate objects, and the second chapter is dedicated to his relationship with God, angels, Satan and jinn. This division
helps to understand and recognize the role of Jesus (PBUH) in the network system of existence in a more
comprehensive way. It is noteworthy that two important factors, namely the lack of experience of death by Jesus
(PBUH) and the Christian belief in his divinity, have caused some Islamic narrations to refrain from mentioning his
name among the great prophets, despite his proximity to the Islamic era. However, overall, Shiite traditions give Jesus
(PBUH) a high status and present him as having special dignity, extraordinary knowledge and power, and a special
connection with the unseen world.

Conclusion

The present study shows that Shiite hadith sources have a wide potential for a more accurate understanding of the
personality and status of Jesus (PBUH) and can provide an effective platform for effective dialogue between Muslims
and Christians. This understanding not only helps to resolve historical misunderstandings, but can also play a role in
achieving peace between the two religious communities; as is also referred to in the verses of the Quran with the word
"affection". Considering the spread of apostasy and atheism in the present era, it is suggested that an independent study
be conducted to examine the necessity of a common understanding of the status of Jesus (PBUH), focusing on the
sacred texts of Islam and Christianity. Undoubtedly, such research can help identify the harms caused by negligence
in this field and provide solutions to strengthen faith and progressive coexistence among believers.
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