3

Liniversigy af
Sintam and Halucbesinn

Studies in Comparative Religion and Mysticism

(nlime ISSN: 2670 - 5195

The Teachings of Salvation and Messianic Beliefs in the Mystical-Mythological

Literature of Indonesia

Adel Meghdadian ''“" | Redi Irawan 2

1. Corresponding Author, Department Islamic mysticism. Faculty of Islamic Sciences, Ahlul-Bayt International University

Tehran, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: meghdadiyan@gmail.com

2. Ph.D. Candidate, Department Islamic mysticism. Faculty of Islamic Sciences, Ahlul-Bayt International University

Tehran,Tehran, Iran. E-mail: ready.irawan30@gmail.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:
Received: 30 April 2025

Received in revised form:

15 June 2025
Accepted: 19 July 2025
Published online: 10
September 2025

Keywords:
Savior,

Ratu Adil,
Savior of Java,

Promised One of theIndonesian

People,
Far Eastern Religions

Belief in a savior has been so prevalent among people of all ethnicities and religions
that it is not an exaggeration to say that, like belief in God and belief in the
resurrection, it is, in religious terms, one of the “natures” and woven into the fabric
of all people, and in social terms, an ancient desire. In other words, all humanity
desires the coming of an individual or the arrival of an era in which social justice
will be provided throughout the earth. Mahdi (AS), Messiah, Paraclete, Sushyant,
Maitreya, and... are all names for a promised truth within the human institution. The
culture of the people of Indonesia and Java is no exception to this rule. They believe
that human suffering will be healed by the “just Ratu Adel.” They believe in signs
and conditions for his coming. They have often adapted it to historical or mythical
figures from their country, and they are perhaps among the few religions that have
had some examples of their savior named "Ratu Adel" who was also a woman. The
mainly rural people of Indonesia and the Javanese islands, who have always been
waiting for a kind of justice-oriented view from the central government, believe that
one of the most important things about Ratu Adel is that he restores justice and social
welfare in a new way. This research has discussed the savior of the Javanese islands
with descriptive literature
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Introduction

The belief in a savior is pervasive among people of all ethnicities, religions, and belief systems, manifesting through
various names and customs. It is not an exaggeration to assert that, akin to the belief in God and immortality, this
concept represents one of the "innate" aspects intertwined with the essence of humanity and, from a social perspective,
constitutes a long-standing aspiration. This suggests that humanity yearns for the arrival of an individual or the advent
of an era in which social justice will be established universally. Names such as Mahdi (AS), Messiah, Paraclete,
Soshyant, and Maitreya all indicate an inherent faith in a promised truth rooted within human nature. The cultures of
the Indonesian and Javanese peoples are not exceptions to this trend. They believe that human suffering will be
alleviated through the figure of "Ratu Adil" (the Just Queen). They recognize specific signs and conditions for his
arrival and have often equated him with historical or mythical figures from their own heritage. Notably, they may be
among the few cultures where some representations of their savior are female, designated as "Ratu Adil." The
predominantly rural populations of Indonesia and the Javanese islands, who have long awaited a justice-oriented
perspective from the central government, hold the belief that Ratu Adil will innovatively reconstruct social justice and
welfare. This study examines the savior of the Javanese islands and primarily utilizes Indonesian language sources to
introduce this ritual promise to Persian-speaking researchers in the fields of mysticism and religion, particularly those
focused on Far Eastern religions.

Research methodology

This research has been conducted using a descriptive approach, taking into account the historical trajectory of
messianic beliefs as both a phenomenon and a functional social occurrence in the Malay Archipelago and Indonesia.
Discussion

Messianism is a common element in the religious, mystical, and mythological movements of humanity. Throughout
history, people have held a belief that tomorrow will be better than today. This notion is also evident in the indigenous
belief systems of Eastern cultures. In Indonesia, particularly on the Javanese islands, the belief in the coming of Ratu
Adil as a savior is prominent. "Ratu Adil," which translates to "the Just Queen" in Javanese, merits further clarification:
in Javanese linguistics, the term "Ratu" is gender-neutral, functioning as a term of respect for elders regardless of
gender. Consequently, Ratu Adil may also be conceptualized as a female savior .

In Javanese culture, Ratu Adil is anticipated to emerge to bring justice and peace to the world. This savior will enact
changes that herald justice, welfare, modernization, and revitalization. Such expectations are closely linked to the rural
lifestyle on the Javanese islands. The history of Java has undergone numerous transformations over the centuries,
leading to significant suffering among the rural population. As a result, hope for social welfare following the arrival
of Ratu Adil can be interpreted as arising from this historical context, which has solidified belief in this promise within
Indonesia's faith system. In other words, the anticipation of Ratu Adil serves as an ideological framework for
addressing the suffering experienced by the rural populace during times of crisis characterized by pain, misery, and
injustice. This hope for transformation from the current state of existence to an ideal life has ignited revolutionary
sentiments among the Javanese people. However, it is notable that the inhabitants of the Javanese islands have not only
embraced the theory of Ratu Adil during periods of economic distress and social inequality; rather, the concept has
significantly proliferated in Indonesia since the period of the successful Hindu kingdoms of Java.

Conclusion

The people of the Javanese islands, through the teachings of their indigenous religions, have expressed a belief in the
arrival of a promised savior and have articulated various signs associated with this event. Some signs pertain to natural
phenomena, while others offer prophecies concerning the future. Dutch Christian colonization also introduced a notion
of messianism to the people of this region. Additionally, with the advent of Islam in the Malay Archipelago and in
Hindu Java, this belief system merged with the concept of the Mahdi, giving rise to the messianic figure known as
"Ratu Adil" or the Just Prince. This title was initially introduced by a wise king known as His Excellency Jaya Baya .
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In the consciousness of the Indonesian people, this messiah may not necessarily manifest as an individual; rather, it
could symbolize a specific era or phase. Unlike the saviors depicted in Abrahamic religions, Ratu Adil is not
exclusively male. This messianic figure has the potential to recur across different historical periods. In Indonesian
history, three notable Ratu Adil figures have emerged: first, Prince Diponegoro, who resisted Dutch colonization;
second, Ahmad Sukarno, who played a key role in Indonesia's independence; and third, the most significant Ratu Adil,
who, according to the prophecies of "Ranggawarsita," is envisioned as a global savior and can be equated with the
Mahdi, referred to as "Satrya Pinandito Sinisihan Wahi," meaning the religious leader of the Golden Age. He is the
only prophesied and identified Ratu Adil who has yet to appear.
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