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ABSTRACT

Imam Ali (a) is renowned for eloquence and rhetorical mastery in Arabic
literature. The sermons attributed to him are among the most eloquent,
accurate, and beautiful in the Arabic language. Rhythm is a dominant feature
and a rich core of these sermons—an essence that captivates hearts and makes
ears eager to listen. Using a descriptive-analytical method and based on the
principles of discourse semiotics, the present study examines the two levels
of tensional intensity—rapid and slow—found in the Sermon of Jihad. The
primary aim of the semiotic-semantic analysis of the “Jihad” sermon is to
explore tension-based signification in the process of meaning transmission,
from rhythmic signification to implicit meanings, as well as to break down
discursive units into smaller segments to uncover new concepts within the
sermon. According to the findings, the process of meaning transmission leads
to the emergence of contradictory, implicit, and oppositional significations
derived from the rhythms present in the “Jihad” sermon. The most important
of these include: rhythm resulting from phonetic segments, and rhythm
arising from voiced, voiceless, tense, and lax phonemes. Most of the
phonemes in this sermon are voiced and tense, reflecting the texture of the
sermon. Furthermore, the rhythm produced by phonetic segments reveals the
phenomenon of ihmal (omission/ neglect), a phenomenon that leads to
“heedlessness” and is manifested in the resulting rhythmic patterns through
rising, falling, and intensifying forms.
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