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ABSTRACT

One of the most serious problems in the contemporary Muslim world is the
ideology of takfir and the emergence of takfiri groups. This is because such
groups regard their own beliefs and convictions as absolutely true and consider
those who do not think like them to be unbelievers, treating them with extreme
violence. The Kharijites were the first sect to initiate the excommunication
(takfir) of Muslims and the people of the giblah. They declared Imam ‘Ali
(peace be upon him) and his companions unbelievers for accepting arbitration,
which the Kharijites regarded as a major sin.The main question of this study is:
what is the appropriate way to confront the ideology of takfir and Kharijism
based on the approach of Imam ‘Ali (peace be upon him)? Using a descriptive—
analytical method, the author concludes that Imam °Ali’s scholarly strategy, as
reflected in Sermon 127 and Letter 77 of Nahj al-Balaghah, consists of referring
back to the Sunnah of the Prophet (peace be upon him).In the aforementioned
sermon and letter, Imam ‘Ali (peace be upon him) presents examples from the
conduct and Sunnah of the Prophet (peace be upon him), such as the Prophet
performing the funeral prayer over a person who had committed adultery while
married; the execution of a murderer by the Prophet and the handing over of
the murderer’s inheritance to his heirs; the cutting off of the hand of a thief by
the Prophet, while at the same time granting him a share from the public
treasury (Bayt al-Mal). All these examples indicate that committing a major sin
by a Muslim does not render him an unbeliever. Imam ‘Ali’s scholarly
engagement and tolerant conduct toward the Kharijites led many of them to
separate from his opposing army. It should be noted that as long as the
intellectual foundations of takfir are not reconsidered and critically evaluated,
the Muslim world will continue to witness the emergence of groups such as
Wahhabism, Boko Haram, al-Qaeda, the Taliban, and ISIS. Although military
confrontation with takfiri groups is sometimes necessary, it is not a definitive
solution; for as long as the ideological foundations remain active, the
reproduction of such groups will continue. The author’s purpose in writing this
article is to emphasize this very point.
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