A Formal and Structural Examination of the Chains of
Transmission in the Manuscripts of the Works Attributed

to Sulaym b. Qays

Kazem Ostadi'™

1. Corresponding Author, Master's degree in Quran and Hadith Sciences, University of Quran
and Hadith, Qom, Iran. Email: kazemostadi@gmail.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:
Received:

7 September 2025
Received in revised
form:

7 November 2025
Accepted:

4 December 2025
Available online:

1 January 2026

Keywords:

Chains of transmission
of the Book of Sulaym;
Sulaym ibn Qays
al-Hilali;

Sulaym
manuscripts;
Ma‘mar b. Rashid;
‘Umar b. Udhayna.

Concise Abstract: This study aims to conduct a formal (structural)
examination of the chains of transmission (isnads) found in the
manuscript copies of the books attributed to Sulaym ibn Qays al-
Hilali. The historical identity of the book and the personality of its
alleged author have long been subjects of scholarly dispute.
Evaluating its chains of transmission constitutes an essential
dimension in determining textual authenticity. The primary objective
is to document and analyze these chains in terms of their phrasing,
transmitters, typology, statistical frequency, and chronological
recedence and succession.

ethod: This research adopts a descriptive—analytical approach.
The research corpus consists of 49 identified physical manuscript
copies of the works attributed to Sulaym. Data were collected
through direct examination or photographic inspection of these
manuscripts and through extraction o% both the initial book-level
isnads and the internal chains prefacing individual reports. Data
analysis was conducted qualitatively, focusing on classifyin,
manuscript models, comparing the formal structure of isnads, an
tracing their historical development.
Findings: The manuscript copies were classified into eight distinct
models. Two principal chains of transmission were identitied:
- The chain OF Hasan b. Abi Ya‘qib al-Dinawart
- The chain of Muhammad b. Subayh b. Raja’
Both transmit the text through Ma ‘mar b. Rashid, from Aban b. Abi
‘Ayyash, and ultimately from Sulaym.
In contrast, another chain attributed to Al-Tusi transmits through
‘Umar b. Udhayna. This chain appears only in a limited number of
later manuscripts (from the 11th century AH onward). The earliest
extant manuscript containing a chain of transmission (excluding
modern scribal reproductions) dates to 918 AH and contains the
Hasan al-Dinawari chain.
Conclusion: The findings indicate that the overwhelming majority
of manuscript copies attributed to Sulaym revolve around two
principal chains (gl-DTnawarT and Ibn Subayh), both converging
upon Ma‘mar b. Rashid. The chains attributed to al-TiisT appear to
be later interpolations. These results underscore the importance of
codicological and formal isnad analysis in evaluating the
authenticity of controversial hadith texts and highlight the necessity
of applying similar methodologies to other wor]%s.
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Introduction

The book attributed to Sulaym ibn Qays al-Hilali is among the earliest yet
most contested texts in the Shi‘i hadith heritage. Disputes concern both the
historical identity of Sulaym himself and the authenticity of the book’s
attribution to him.

A hadith work may be evaluated through multiple lenses: authorship
verification, attribution analysis, isnad criticism, examination of textual
corruption, and content analysis. Early sources transmit only a limited number
of reports from Sulaym, whereas extant versions of the book contain numerous
lengthy traditions. Despite scattered prior studies, a comprehensive and
systematic analysis of all extant manuscript copies—particularly focusing on
the formal structure of their chains—remained a significant research gap.

This study addresses that gap by concentrating on the structural analysis of
the isnads and by relying on manuscript documentation to present a clear
typology, historical trajectory, and structural condition of the chains of
transmission.

Methodology

This research was conducted using a library-based descriptive—analytical
approach. The corpus comprises all identified manuscript copies of the works
attributed to Sulaym, totaling 49 physical manuscripts (equivalent to 64
“manuscript models,” accounting for composite copies containing two models).

A census sampling method was employed. The author reports direct or
photographic examination of the majority of these manuscripts.

The procedure consisted of:

Recording bibliographic data (location, shelfmark, date of copying).

1. Classifying manuscripts into structural models based on arrangement
and number of hadiths.

2. Extracting initial book-level isnads and internal chains.

3. Conducting qualitative comparative analysis focusing on structural
similarities, transmitter diversity, and historical emergence of each chain type.

Findings

1. Manuscript Models

The 49 manuscripts were classified into eight distinct models grouped into
three main categories (A, B, C) and two subsidiary categories (unknown and
composite). The models differ substantially in:
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- Number of reports (ranging approximately from 7 to 99),
- Structure,
- Arrangement.
2. Classification of Chains of Transmission
The chains fall into two principal categories:

A. Principal (Majority) Chains
These appear in most manuscripts containing isnads and are of two types:

1. The Chain of Hasan al-Dinawarl

Opening formula:
“Haddathana al-Hasan b. Abi Ya‘qub al-Dinawari... from Aban b. Abi
‘Ayyash.”

In the earliest manuscript (Mar‘ashi Library, 918 AH), this chain is
repeated at the beginning of each hadith. In later copies, it sometimes appears
as a general book-level chain.

2. The Chain of Muhammad b. Subayh

Opening formula:

“Haddathani Aba Talib Muhammad b. Subayh b. Raja’... from Abt ‘Urwa
Ma‘mar b. Rashid al-Basri, who said: Aban summoned me...”

This chain appears in 23 manuscripts—the largest number—and often
coexists with internal Dinawari chains.

Crucial Observation:
Both chains ultimately converge upon Ma‘mar b. Rashid, who transmits
from Aban b. Ab1 ‘Ayyash and then from Sulaym.

B. Later (Minority) Chains
These appear only in a limited number of later manuscripts (from the 11th
century AH onward):

Chain Attributed to al-Tust

This appears in two forms:

A direct chain reaching al-TusT (first appearing in a manuscript dated 1081
AH), transmitting through figures such as Hammad b. ‘Isa or ‘Umar b.
Udhayna.

A mediated chain including transmitters linking to al-TusT (sometimes
through the al-Mazar of Ibn al-Mashhadi).
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These chains are primarily found in “Group A” manuscripts (48-hadith
model with specific arrangement), the earliest example dating to the period of
Muhammad Bagqir al-Majlisi.

3. Additional Internal Chains

Some manuscripts include variant internal chains at the beginning of
specific hadiths, relying on transmitters such as ‘Isma b. Ab1 ‘Isma or al-
Mundhir al-San‘ant.

4. Historical Development

- The earliest extant manuscript containing an isnad dates to 918 AH and
includes the Dinawari chain.

- A claimed manuscript dated 609 AH is not extant, and manuscripts
associated with its model are without isnad.

- The most recent chains are those attributed to al-TusT, emerging from the
late 11th century AH onward.

Discussion and Conclusion

The core structural element common to the overwhelming majority of
manuscript copies attributed to Sulaym is Ma‘mar b. Rashid as transmitter
from Aban b. Ab1 ‘Ayyash. In contrast, the chains attributed to al-TtGst—which
replace or parallel Ma'mar with ‘Umar b. Udhayna—represent a later
phenomenon in the transmission history of the text. These appear only in a
limited number of later-period manuscripts (from the era of al-Majlist
onward). This suggests possible later scholarly efforts to strengthen the book’s
authority or harmonize it with recognized transmission routes in rijal
literature.

This study demonstrates the foundational importance of: codicology
(manuscript studies), formal isnad analysis, and in textual criticism—
particularly regarding controversial hadith works. Without accounting for
manuscript diversity and historical evolution of transmission chains, any
judgment concerning authenticity or attribution remains incomplete. And for
its limitations, some manuscripts were not directly accessible and Additional
unidentified copies may exist in other libraries.

Implications and Future Research

This study indicates that final judgment regarding the Book of Sulaym
cannot rely on a single manuscript or model (e.g., later copies containing the
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Tus1 chain). Comprehensive evaluation must consider the earliest
documentary layers and all extant models.

The methodological framework employed here can serve as a model for
similar investigations of other early hadith works.

Future research is recommended to:

Complete manuscript surveys,

Conduct comparative content analysis across manuscript models,

Further clarify the textual identity of this important yet disputed work.
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