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Objective: This study investigates_the question of whether the two
Qur’anic designations al-4brar (the Righteous/Beneficent Ones) and al-
Mugarrabiin %lhose Brought Near [to God]) possess referential unity
(ittihad misdagqr) or denote distinct spiritual ranks. Its primary aim is to
critique the grqyalent exegetical view—widely accepted among both
Sunni and Shi‘i commentators—that regards the Mugarrabun as
superior. in rank to the Abrar, and to demonstrate instead the referential
unity of these two titles within the Qur’anic and narrational (hadith-
based) tradition of the Ahl al-Bayt (as). o o .
Method: This research employs a qualitative, descriptive—analytical
me&lodologf}égrounded in an ijtihad-based approach to Qur’anic exegesis. Data
were collected through close textual analysis of relevant verses in Sirat al-
Insan, Stirat al-Mutaffifin, Stirat al-Wagi ‘ah, and Stirat Al ‘Imran, in addition to
authoritative exegetical narrations transmitted from the Ahl al-Bayt (as).
The analysis proceeds through the extraction and evaluation of four
categories of evidentiary indicators (qard in): = . ) )
Lexical indicators (qara'in la,le%zlz;lﬁ) —semantic and philological analysis; Rational-
n Tubbr

theological indicators (qara’ %h) — doctrinal and rational considerations;
Contextual indicators (Gara in muttasilah) — intra-textual and syn c coherence
within the verses; -textual indicators (qara’in m m%l; ) — intertextual

evidence drawn from other Qur’anic passages and narrations.

Findings: The findings ng/ be summarized as follows; )

- The primary semantic field of al-4brar in the Qur’an derives from birr,
denoting expansive beneficence, moral excellence, and active righteousness.
Thus, Abraris more precisely rendered as “those characterized by expansive
righteousness’ rather than merely “the good.” - .

- Based on linguistic and narrational evidence, Siirat al-Insan is Medinan
and revealed cor}cemm%the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), who occupy the summit of
spiritual proximity (qurb) to God. .

- A contextual analysis of Surat al-Mutaffifin and related verses yields
compelling evidence for the referential unity of Abrar and Mugarrabiin.
These two designations correspond to al-Sabigin (the Forerunners) and
stand in contrast to Ashab al-Yamin (the Companions of the Right),
rather than in opposition to each other. =~ o

Conclusion: The study rejects the bifurcationist view that distinguishes the Abrar

from the Mugarr as_two hierarchically distinct groups. Instead, both
designations are shown to be gradational (tashkiki) and mtemally hierarchical

categories whose highest degree is embodied by the Ma‘stimiin (the Infallibles,
as). This conclusion challenﬁe/;s the widely held mterpretation that pure Zasnim is
reserved exclusively for the Mugarrabiin while the We only of Rahic
Makhtiim blended with it. It also undermines the doctrinal basis of the oft-ci
mystical dictum: “The good deeds of the Abrar are the sins of the Muqarrabiin”.
The study bears significant implications for a more precise understanding of
Qur'anic”_ spiritual ~ anthropology and for the re-evaluation of _classical
interpretations conceming the hierarchical structure of the inhabitants of Paradise.
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Introduction

One of the central concerns of Qur’anic exegesis is the relational analysis
of Qur’anic concepts and designations. Among these, the titles al-4brar and
al-Mugqarrabiin have received sustained exegetical attention. The dominant
interpretive position across both major Islamic traditions maintains that the
Mugarrabiin occupy a superior spiritual rank to the 4brar. According to this
reading, the paradisal spring Tasnim (Q 83:27-28) is reserved in its pure form
for the Muqgarrabin, while the Abrar partake only of Rahiq Makhtiim whose
admixture (mizaj) derives from Tasnim. This hierarchical distinction is
particularly emphasized in interpretations of Q 83:22-28 and has penetrated
mystical literature through the celebrated aphorism: “The good deeds of the
Abrar are the sins of the Mugqarrabiin”.

However, a serious theological tension arises in light of the widely attested
narrational evidence that the verses concerning the Abrar in Surat al-Insan
were revealed regarding the Ahl al-Bayt (as), who represent the apex of
spiritual perfection and divine proximity. Accepting a rank distinction
between Abrar and Mugarrabiin would entail situating the Ahl al-Bayt (as)
below the Mugarrabiin, a conclusion incompatible with Shi‘i doctrinal
commitments.

Accordingly, this study seeks to address the following research question:
Do the Qur’anic designations al-Abrar and al-Muqgarrabiin exhibit referential
unity within the Qur’an and the narrational tradition of the Ahl al-Bayt (as)?

A survey of existing scholarship reveals that previous studies have either
examined the two categories independently or have presupposed their
hierarchical distinction. This paper advances an integrated analysis grounded
in Qur’anic and narrational evidence.

Methodology

This research is a qualitative, library-based study employing descriptive—
analytical methodology within an ijtihad-oriented exegetical framework.
Primary sources include: the Qur’an (particularly Sirahs al-Insan, al-
Mutaffifin, al-Wagqi‘ah, and Al ‘Imran), authoritative exegetical narrations
from the Ahl al-Bayt (as), major Sunni and Shi‘i exegetical works, Lexical
and biographical (rijal) literature.
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Data analysis proceeds through qualitative content analysis structured
around the fourfold evidentiary framework described above.

Findings

The findings may be summarized in three (3) categories as follows:

1. Semantic Analysis of Birr and Abrar:

Philological and Qur’anic analysis demonstrates that birr denotes
expansive beneficence, moral excellence, and active goodness. Consequently,
Abrar refers to those who embody and enact righteousness expansively. This
understanding coheres with Qur’anic depictions of the Abrar engaging in acts
such as feeding the needy, the orphan, and the captive (Q 76:8).

2. The Medinan Character of Siirat al-Insan

Through linguistic analysis (including the semantic scope of asir,
“captive”) and multiple reports of occasions of revelation (asbab al-nuziil),
the study establishes the Medinan provenance of Sturat al-Insan and its
revelation concerning the Ahl al-Bayt (“a), particularly in connection with the
well-known vow and feeding narrative. Objections based on stylistic parallels
with Meccan siirahs are rebutted by reference to similar patterns in Medinan
chapters such as al-Bagarah and al-Anfal, and by appeal to the transhistorical
character of Qur’anic discourse.

3. Referential Unity of Abrar and Muqarrabiin

This section constitutes the core of the research findings. First, the personal
interpretation of ‘Al b. Ibrahim al-Qummi—which has served as the basis for
the differentiation-oriented reading—has been critically examined, and it has
been demonstrated that his statement does not represent a continuation of the
transmitted report and lacks structural coherence. Subsequently, compelling
and well-substantiated evidence has been presented in support of the position
affirming unity.

A. Contextual (Intra-textual) Evidence: Surat al-Mutaffifin presents a
binary contrast between Fujjar (the wicked) and Abrar, without positing a
third category. The expression ‘‘fa-li-yatandfas al-mutanafisin” (83:26)
following the description of the Abrar indicates the ultimate desirability of
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their station. The clause “‘aynan yashrabu biha al-muqarrabiin” (83:28) may
function as a qualificative description of the same group—namely, that the
Abrar, insofar as they are Muqgarrabiin, drink from that spring.

B. Extra-textual Evidence: The application of Abrar in Strat al-Insan to
the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), when correlated with its usage in Sirat al-Mutaffifin
according to the principle of consistent Qur’anic usage, supports referential
unity. The supplication of ulit al-albab (Q 3:193) to be joined with the Abrar
underscores the exalted status of this category. Several narrations—including
those transmitted by Ibn Shahrashiib and al-Mufid—explicitly identify the
Abrar, Mugarrabiin, and Sabigiin as referring to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and, by
extension, to their most devoted followers.

Conclusion

The cumulative evidence demonstrates that a/-Abrar and al-Mugarrabiin
possess referential unity within the Qur’anic—Hadith framework of the Ahl al-
Bayt (as). They are not two parallel groups but rather two designations of a
single spiritually elite category. Both are gradational concepts admitting
hierarchical degrees, whose highest instantiation is realized in the Ma“stimiin
(as). Thus, the principal eschatological division in Sirat al-Wagqi‘ah is
between al-Sabiqiin/al-Mugarrabiin and Ashab al-Yamin, not between Abrar
and Mugarrabiin. This conclusion challenges the interpretation rooted in the
reading attributed to ‘Ali b. Ibrahim al-Qummi and in certain disconnected
narrations, and finds the aphorism “The good deeds of the Abrar are the sins
of the Mugarrabiin” lacking firm narrational grounding. A formulation such as
“The good deeds of Ashab al-Yamin are the sins of the Mugarrabiin” would
be more consistent with Qur’anic categorization.

Limitations and Implications

Limitations of this research include reliance on specific exegetical corpora
and the need for further systematic analysis of gradational ontology (tashkik)
within these categories.

Implications include:

Exegetical: Reconsideration of interpretations that artificially bifurcate the
two designations.
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Theological: Reinforcement of doctrinal foundations concerning the
supreme rank of the Ahl al-Bayt (as).

Scholarly: Opening avenues for comparative intra-Islamic studies on
spiritual hierarchy and eschatological anthropology.

Future research is recommended to undertake broader comparative
analysis across Islamic schools of thought and a more comprehensive
examination of narrations concerning the gradations of the inhabitants of
Paradise.
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