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A Comparative Analysis of Eschatological Ecoterorrism from the
Perspectives of the Quran and Materialist Schools of Thought*

Mohammad Hasan Sadeghiravesh*

Abstract

Ecoterorrism stands as a significant politico-ideological factor in environmental
degradation. Through this process, terrorist groups engage in environmental
destruction to achieve their ideological and political objectives. The emergence
of numerous eschatological cults, each deriving questionable and biased
interpretations from various religious thought systems—resulting in (rational)
unacceptable explanations—coupled with these cults' strong inclination towards
the destructive use of environmental factors to express their beliefs, prompted an
investigation into one of the most complex concepts of terrorism. The primary
objective of this research is to conduct a comparative analysis of ecoterorrism
from the perspectives of the Quran and other materialistic schools of thought
concerning the creation of a utopia. This study employs descriptive-analytical and
analytical-interpretive methodologies. Information was gathered through library
research, and the analysis of the collected data was performed by comparing it
with Quranic exegeses. The findings indicate that a single-factor explanation
cannot be adopted to elucidate the phenomenon of ecoterorrism and the
associated mindset and beliefs. In reality, ecoterorrist behaviors should be
considered the result of various factors, including sociological, psychological,
economic, sectarian, religious, and others. Concurrently, studies on
eschatological ecoterorrist cults reveal that their followers hold a possessive
attitude towards the environment. In contrast, contemplation of Quranic concepts
demonstrates that Islam's perspective on the human-environment relationship
positions humans as in harmony with, rather than opposed to or dominant over,
the environment, emphasizing humanity's role in its development and
construction.

Keywords: Utopia, Ecoterarrism, Materialist Thought, Eschatological Cults, The
Quran.
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