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Extended Abstract

Research Objective

The primary objective of this study is to explain the semantic components of “zuhiir” in
the Qur’an based on syntagmatic and paradigmatic relations. Accordingly, the syntag-
matic and paradigmatic associates of “zuhiir” are introduced, and the extracted semantic
components are explained and analyzed on the basis of each of these relations.
Research Methodology

In terms of the general strategy or orientation in data processing, the research method is
analytical. Through the analysis of Qur’anic verses and narrations, and by identifying the
syntagmatic and paradigmatic associates within the semantic field of “zuhiir” and analyz-
ing these terms, the semantic components of this term were extracted. In terms of subject
matter, the research belongs to the fields of religious, Islamic, and Qur’anic studies.
With regard to the procedures or the type of activity involved in data collection, the
research follows a library-based method, since the research problem has been examined
through the study of various sources and texts. In terms of its orientation, the research is
fundamental, as it is primarily conducted with the aim of discovering underlying truths.

Findings

In this study, the term “zuhiir” and its derivatives are examined with a focus on the seman-
tic components of “zuhiir” based on syntagmatic and paradigmatic relations. According
to authoritative lexicographical sources, “becoming manifest” is considered the primary
semantic component of zuhtir. However, from a semantic perspective, the highest semantic
level of this term appears when it is attributed to God in nominal form or when it refers
to divine actions in verbal form. In this regard, based on the contrast between the divine
names “al-Zahir” and “al-Batin,” the meaning of “revealing hidden truths” is derived. At
the lowest semantic level, the term conveys the meaning of “back.” Moreover, in all deriva-
tives of the root, the notion of manifestation accompanied by the display of power can be
observed. At higher semantic levels, according to exegetical narrations, zuhiir is described

Received: 2023-01-14 | Received in revised from: 2023-04-11 | Accepted: 2023-07-09 | Published online: 2026-04-21

How to cite: mohammadnia,S and tabatabaei amin,T S . (2026). The Semantics of the Term “Zuhtir” Based
on Syntagmatic and Paradigmatic Relations. (e182-213). Stylistics Studies of the Holy Quran, 10(18), ¢182-213
doi: 1022034/sshq.2023.379323.1257

©2025. Article type: Research Article Published by: Department of Qur'anic Exegesis and Sciences

|: @ dtyle.quran.ac.ir


https://style.quran.ac.ir/
https://style.quran.ac.ir/
http://style.quran.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0009-0009-5910-350X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5532-6214
mailto:drsmohammadnia%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:tabatabaei.amin%40gmail.com?subject=
http://1022034/sshq.2023.379323.1257

ST 30 (il g Somiind Ly Bl 1 € 5p> B3l oulidilize G2

> Jle

Jol 5yl
L™
Ol 5 Lle
\Fe0

VAY

as the manifestation of the divine command, the global expansion of Islam, and the
establishment of truth. Given the breadth of the concept, the most prominent instance is
considered to be the advent of Imam al-Mahdi (peace be upon him).

Conclusion

Different derivatives of the root “z-h-r”” occur 59 times in various structures in the
verses of the Holy Qur’an. Among these, 43 occurrences—including different verbal
forms of “zahara,” “zahir” (active participle), and “zahir” (an adjectival form derived
from the verb “zahara” with the verbal meaning of assistance), as well as “zahirah”—
together with the preceding and following verses that have conceptual connections
with them, indicate that 57 words or expressions with varying frequencies within the
semantic field of “zuhtir” have syntagmatic relations with this term and contribute to
explaining its semantic components. These items are divided into two main groups:
A) Nominal Syntagmatic Associates: Of the 57 items, 49 are nominal words or nomi-
nal expressions that have syntagmatic relations with “zuhiir.” These are divided into
four groups: agentive, objective, genitive, and referential associates. Agentive As-
sociates: 30 words that occur 40 times in the semantic field of “zuhtir” and function
as agentive syntagmatic associates, identified through contextual examination of the
verses. Objective Associates: 11 words identified as objective syntagmatic associates
through analysis of the phrasing and context of the verses. Genitive Associates: the
two words “al-ithm” and “bab,” each occurring once, function as genitive associates
closely related to zuhiir. Referential Associates: 9 words or expressions with varying
frequencies that serve as referential associates in relation to zuhfir.

B) Verbal Syntagmatic Associates: Eight items among the associates of “zuhtir” are
verbs. Examination of these verbal associates indicates that the root “‘-1-m” forms a
set whose different structures co-occur with zuhiir. Seven verbs (‘arrafa; sakhkhara la-
kum; the nominal clause “lakum al-mulk”; ayyadna; 1a yubdina; wassakum; ta‘maliin)
appear as single-$tructure verbal associates. First the multi-structure verbs and then
the single-structure verbs are introduced together with their frequencies.

In the section on the semantic components of “zuhiir” based on paradigmatic relations,
the following substitutions are examined: the substitution of “li-yuzhirahu ‘ala al-din
kullih” with its parallel expressions; the substitution of “la ta‘awanii” with “tazahartin”;
the substitution of “khalifah,” “khala’if,” “istikbaran,” and “ja‘il” with “zahirin”; the
substitution of the root “‘araja” with “yazhartin; the substitution of “li-yattali‘a ‘ala
al-ghayb,” “attala‘a al-ghayb,” and the negative form of the root “‘azaba” with “fa-1a
yuzhiru ‘ala ghaybih”; the substitution of the root “tala‘a” with “azhara ‘ala”; and the
substitution of “ja’a amru Allah” and “ata amru Allah” with “zahara amru Allah.” In this
last case, in addition to the mentioned examples, five instances with the expression “ja’a
amruna” and three instances with the expression “ja’a amru rabbika” occur as substi-
tutes for “zahara amru Allah.” The expression “ja’a amru rabbika” refers explicitly in
two cases, and implicitly in one case, to the divine command and governance.

Keywords: Holy Qur’an; Semantics; Zuhiir; Syntagmatic relations; Paradigmatic
relations
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