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Abstract

The question of reason and its functioning in religious knowledge is
among the disputed topics in Islamic thought. Given the emphasis of
the tafkik (separation) school on transmissionism and its minimal or
negative approach to the role of reason in understanding religion, this
study seeks—by analyzing the method of Allameh Majlisi, who is
known for transmissionism, in his engagement with reason and by
comparing it with the tafkik perspective—to clarify the degree of
consonance or distinction between these two approaches. Therefore,
the main research question, which is theoretical and problem-centered,
is what the method of engaging with reason is from the viewpoints of
Allameh Majlisi and the tafkik school, and what their points of
agreement and difference are. The study’s data were obtained through
library research and analysis of these thinkers” works, and by rational
and textual evaluation of the data it became clear that Allameh Majlisi
adopted an affirmative approach to reason as one of the human
faculties and was receptive to rational perceptions, whereas the
tafkikis, with various approaches, either do not accept such rational
cognitions or consider them to have no function in religious
knowledge. This research shows that Allameh Majlisi and the tafkikis
have a fundamental disagreement in their approach to reason and that
their views are not close to one another. It also finds that the tafkiki
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method of engaging with reason faces multiple objections and that
their view appears incorrect.

1. Introduction

In Islam, reason is regarded as a divine grace for understanding the
mysteries of existence. The Holy Qur’an repeatedly emphasizes
reflection and contemplation, while simultaneously reproaching those
who refrain from thinking. Islamic scholars, guided by these Qur’anic
directives, have adopted various approaches to employing reason for
the acquisition of religious knowledge.

The Tafkik School, as a contemporary strand in Islamic thought,
separates human sciences from divine knowledge, deeming human
reason (the intellectual faculty) incapable of apprehending religious
truths, and instead stressing the natural reason (external divine
illumination) as a reliable source. The eminent Shi’a hadith scholar
Allamah Majlisi, with his extensive corpus of hadith works, follows a
narrative approach; given the shared emphasis on transmittable
knowledge between Tafkik and Allamah Majlist, this study undertakes
an analytical comparison of Allamah Majlisi’s method with that of
Tafkik to clarify whether these two are aligned or whether there are
fundamental differences in their handling of reason.

The primary issue is to explicate and compare these approaches,
identifying their similarities and divergences. The hypothesis of the
research is that, despite superficial similarities in narrative emphasis,
there are profound differences between Allamah Majlisi’s method and
that of Tafkik, to the extent that Allamah Majlist cannot be considered
aligned with Tafkik.

Research Questions

What is the approach to reason from the perspective of Allamah
Majlist and the Tafkik School?

What are the points of commonality and difference between these two
perspectives?

2. Literature Review

Previous research indicates that, although various studies have
examined the issue of reason from the perspectives of Allamah Majlist
or the Tafkik School, none have specifically addressed the question
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posed by this study: ‘What is the approach to reason from the
standpoint of these two viewpoints?’

Articles such as "Tools and Ways of Religious Knowledge from
Allamah Majlisi’s Perspective" (Sorkhaei and Khodadall i), "A
Comparative Study of Reason from the Perspectives of Allamah
Majlist and Allamah Tabataba'1" (Jokar and Sotoudehnia), and "The
Theological Methodology of Allamah Majlist™ (Alizamani) have
focused on specific aspects of Allamah Majlisi’s views and have
ignored a comparative analysis with the Tafkik School. On the other
hand, papers such as "Examining the Status of Reason and Argument
in Religious Knowledge from the Perspective of the Tafkik School™
(Jamshidiha, Mokhtari and Mahmoudi) and "The Tafkik School and
the Denial of Innate Human Reason" (Ghadrdan Gharamaleki) have
been dedicated to analyzing the Tafkik School’s stance on reason and
have not undertaken a comparison with Allamah Majlisi’s viewpoint.
The article "Critique of Tafkik Theology from Allamah Majlisi’s
Philosophical Perspective™ (Imam Jomeh), although comparative in
nature, does not specifically focus on the method of engaging with
reason. In this regard, the present study, by concentrating specifically
on explaining and comparing the methodological approaches of these
two perspectives toward reason, seeks to fill the aforementioned
research gap.

3. Methodology

This study was carried out with a theoretical, problem-focused, and
developmental approach, building upon and extending prior research.
In the first step, the required data were collected through library
research, with a particular emphasis on the works of Allamah Majlist
and scholars of the Tafkik School. Subsequently, these data were
evaluated using both rational (analytical) and narrative methods, and
finally a comparative examination of the two perspectives was
conducted.

4. Conclusion

In this study, Allamah Majlisi’s approach to reason was examined in
comparison with the Tafkik perspective. Both schools, adopting a
textualist stance, emphasize the role of transmitted material in
religious knowledge; however, their treatment of reason, whether as a
complement or a counter, reveals fundamental differences.



Fall & Winter 2025 | No.11 | Vol. 6 | Shi’a Comparative Theology | 262

The results indicate that there are profound disagreements between
Allamah Majlist and the Tafkik proponents on issues such as the
validity of rational methods, the place of reason in theological inquiry,
and the resolution of conflicts between reason and textual
transmission. Allamah Majlist regards reason as a legitimate proof and
a partner to the text in understanding religion (particularly in matters
of creed), adopting a positive stance and employing rational capacities
to elucidate traditions. In contrast, the Tafkik proponents view reason
as superficial and limited to a few propositions (such as innate
premises), delegating most matters to the text and embracing a
negative approach that renders rational rulings invalid. These
root-level differences negate the possibility of treating Allamah
Majlist and the Tafkik view as similar or closely related. Nonetheless,
commonalities, such as the inefficacy of reason without reliance on
the text and the invalidity of a purely rational method, can be observed
between them.

Keywords: Approach to Reason, Allamah Majlisi, Tafkik School,
Methodology of Allamah Majlist, Methodology of the Tafkik School.
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