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Abstract

The theory of Imamate in Imami theology faces explanatory
challenges regarding the nature of the Imam's active presence in the
world and the relationship between the static nature of the Imamate
station and the dynamism of existence. The present study seeks to
provide a novel ontological framework for Imamate using the
process philosophy of Alfred North Whitehead. The data were
collected through library research and analyzed using a comparative-
hermeneutic approach; in this method, Whitehead's key concepts
have been compared with the doctrines of Imamate, Divine
Vicegerency (Wilayah), and Infallibility (‘Ismah). The analyses
indicate that the Imam can act as an active phenomenological entity
within the flow of existence, guiding the world toward perfection
through continuous engagement with it. Reconstructing Imamate in a
process-oriented manner explains the concept of continuous Wilayah
as a dynamic mechanism for guiding existence and resolves the
limitations of static perspectives within Imami theology. The
innovation of this research lies in integrating process philosophy
with Shi'i theology and presenting a new ontological framework for
Imamate.

1. Introduction
The genealogy of Imami theology indicates that explaining the
position of the Imam as the pivot connecting divine will with the
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world necessitates a conceptual framework capable of engaging with
contemporary philosophical paradigms. In the theological tradition,
the essentialist interpretation understands the Imam’s status essential
as a fixed and trans-historical reality. However, the emergence of
process philosophy in the thought of thinkers like Whitehead has
challenged this conception of static existence, redefining reality in
terms of "Event" and "Becoming.” Within this framework, a being is
not an independent substance but a nexus of dependent affects and
actions that arise in a network of successive events. The fundamental
difference between Whitehead’s approach and Mulla Sadra’s "Trans-
substantial motion" lies in the fact that in al-Hikmah al-Muta ‘aliyah
(the transcendent wisdom), the substance is still considered singular
and continuous, whereas in Whitehead’s system, the traditional
substance is discarded, and an event-based ontology is substituted.
Such a distinction allows for a re-reading of the Imam’s position
within a dynamic and relational framework, a framework that can
open a new horizon for formulating Imami theology in engagement
with modern philosophy, without reducing it to traditional
interpretations or indeterminate Western notions.

Research Questions

In a horizon where reality is based on "Becoming,” explaining the
Imam’s position as a being present in the process of existence requires
a language that clarifies the relational, temporal, and functional
dimensions of his presence. This research endeavors, by employing
Whitehead’s ontological concepts, to shift the theory of Imamate from
a "Static-centric" model to a "Process-centric one. The main question
1s how, based on Whitehead’s process philosophy, the theory of Shi’a
Imamate can be reconstructed, a reconstruction that preserves
theological authenticity while also enabling a novel explanation of
"Continuous Wilayah"™ within a dynamic framework. To answer this
question, it is necessary first to examine the theoretical capacities of
process philosophy in explaining the dynamism of existence and then
to re-read the fundamental concepts of Imamate, such as impeccability
and presence, in light of it from an ontological perspective.

Literature Review
The significance of this research lies in its attempt to formulate
"Process-centric Theology" in the domain of Imamate. The goal is not
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to negate the foundations of transcendent wisdom or mystical
interpretations, but to re-regulate the concepts of Imamate within a
framework that is dialogical with contemporary philosophy and
approaches that understand truth within the context of dynamism,
action, and relations. In the philosophical-mystical tradition,
particularly with Allamah Tabataba’t, components such as relational
monotheism, graded existence, and the continuous presence of reality
in the levels of existence, assume a kind of inherent dynamism and
distance themselves from substantial rigidity. Likewise, mystical
interpretations regard the Imam as a reality flowing through the
network of existence and a mediator of divine grace, not a being
separate from other beings. The novelty of the present research is not
in claiming a break from tradition, but in providing an explicit
framework for understanding Imamate based on the concepts of
"Process," "Action," and "Relation,” concepts whose distinction from
a substance-based view is important, as in a process-centric
perspective, truth is revealed in the process of realization and
continuous relations. The research aims, by drawing on the assets of
transcendent wisdom and mysticism, to provide the possibility of a
dynamic re-reading of Imamate in a horizon that can interact with the
questions of contemporary continental philosophy. At the same time,
the author is not committed to "Process Theology" and does not take
Whitehead’s theology as the basis for discussion; the intention is
merely to utilize Whitehead’s emphasis on dynamism to offer a
dynamic interpretation of the Shi’a concept of Imamate.

Research Methodology

The present research is organized with a qualitative, theoretical, and
applied-comparative approach and falls within the scope of
fundamental research in the field of philosophy of religion and
comparative theology. This research is based on in-depth conceptual
analysis, theoretical reconstruction, and critical juxtaposition of two
distinct intellectual traditions, Alfred North Whitehead’s process
philosophy and Imami theology, without reducing one to the other or
unsoundly merging them. In the first step, by means of intra-textual
and systematic analysis of Whitehead’s primary works, especially
Process and Reality, the fundamental categories of process-based
ontology have been extracted and conceptually defined to prevent
terminological ambiguity.
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Conclusion

This research, aiming to re-examine the theory of Imamate in Imami
theology based on Whitehead’s process paradigm, sought to move
beyond the limitations of essentialist explanations and present a
dynamic and relational view of Imamate. The main question was how
concepts such as the presence of the Imam, Wilayah, and
impeccability could be reinterpreted within the framework of the
ontology of "Becoming" without compromising the principles of Shi’a
theology. The results indicate that process philosophy, by replacing
"Substance™ with "Event," allows for understanding the Imam as an
active and continuous institution within the network of existence; an
institution that directs the world towards its telos through divine
providence, thus offering a meaningful explanation of the Imam’s
presence even in the era of occultation. In this view, Wilayah is a
perpetual ontological act through which the Imam fulfills the role of
the teleological organizer of the world. Furthermore, the
reinterpretation of impeccability as "Complete coherence in the
creative process"” reveals that infallibility is not merely a negative
attribute but the ability to actualize the best possible option at each
moment, thereby acquiring an ontological significance in the stability
and coherence of the world. This measured integration of Imami
theology and process philosophy not only strengthens Shi’a
foundations but also opens new methodological horizons for theology,
including presenting an organic view of the relationship between God,
the Imam, and the world, and the possibility of developing "Process-
based theology" in the domain of Imamate. This approach can render
Shi’a theology active, coherent, and creative in the face of
contemporary philosophical challenges and represent Imamate as a
living and influential principle in the cosmic process.

Keywords: Imamate, Process Philosophy, Alfred North Whitehead,
Dynamic Ontology, Continuous Wilayah, Shi’a Theology.
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