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Explaining the Components of Ali-Akbar Fayyaz's Historiography
(1898-1971 CE)
Yaghoub Panahi!

Abstract

Scientific and intellectual developments, along with methodological
advances in various disciplines during the contemporary centuries, posed
serious challenges to the field of history and called its scientific
credibility into question. Confronted with this crisis, historians gradually
redefined the principles and foundations of their discipline, which in turn
transformed both the theoretical domain of historiography and the
outlook and methodology of historians. The waves of new historical
writing gradually swept across other lands, and contemporary Iranian
historians were also influenced by them. One such historian—whose
academic field was literature, yet who managed in his works to approach
the boundaries of academic and scientific historiography—is Ali-Akbar
Fayyad. The present study seeks to examine, critique, and elucidate the
principles of this historian’s historical research. Accordingly, the main
research question can be formulated as follows: What are the methods of
historical research employed by Ali-dkbar Fayyad, and can they be
considered methodical and grounded in scientific frameworks? In the
author’s view, the most significant components of this historian’s
historiography include clarity of expression, avoidance of prejudice and
bias, observance of fairness, a distinctive literary style in historical
writing, coherent and precise representation of historical developments in
a concise and reportorial manner, use of multiple sources, and
methodical attention to theological beliefs and other auxiliary sciences of
history. In sum, although this historian has attempted to distance himself
from traditional historiography, the worldview governing his mind and
language still relies on the foundations of tradition. Nevertheless,
evidence indicates that in the realm of methodology, he has approached
the frontiers of academic historiography. On this basis, Ali-dkbar Fayyad
might be characterized as a “neo-traditionalist” historian. The research
method of the present study is descriptive-analytical, with a text-oriented
approach.

Keywords: Ali-Akbar Fayyaz, Historiography, Critique and Analysis,
Neo-traditionalist.

1. Assistant Professor, Institute for Culture, Art and Communication, Tehran, Iran.
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