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Abstract

The status of women is one of the central topics in contemporary discourses,
particularly from the perspective of gender equality. Some feminist approaches, citing
specific Quranic verses such as verse 223 of Surah al-Bagarah, interpret the text as
ci eteABni iweh modsm. prinsinles nm gyndhrbi sualitl : “Youm *ves rre u liah fo-tyon, "o
approach your tilth however you wish, and send ahead for yourselves, and fear Allah, and
knop ahat you widmeet Him,tand@ive good ti ings lochi bAievers.” ThepimSe of 1men
tn “tishe (harth) in this verse, due to its multiple possible interpretations, has given rise to
diverse exegeses. A group of critics, relying on the apparent meaning of the simile and
historical readings of it, regard this verse as evidence of the instrumentalization of women
and the establishment of an asymmetrical relationship between men and women. In
contrast, other approaches interpret the same expression as a symbol of women's existential
role in the continuation of life, the formation of the family, and the realization of ethical
purposes and human tranquility. Accordingly, the question arises: Does the comparison
gf wsr hn iht “tilthi in the aforementioned verse support the subordination and
instrumentalization of women, or can it serve as the basis for a dignity-centered, reciprocal,
and participatory reading of gender? The present study, in order to resolve this semantic
knot, examineh fwo malndaersafciives: Fpst, che viewuointrthote rames the term tfilth” en
connection with patriarchal history as an indication of women's passivity, men's sexual
ownership, and the priority of male will in marital action. Second, the perspective that,
iy distancingi itselfafroi i sapewicial ahne rduyd nfgtereadengsi donsiderssntirsh” to ae
an expression denoting women's intrinsic value, constructive role, and agency in the
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biological, emotional, and social development of humanity. Employing a descriptive-

analytical approach and explicating the Quranic text and related hadiths, the present study

demonstrates that the conceptual purpose of the verse is not the instrumentalization or

humiliation of women, but rather the affirmation of their active and central role in realizing

a balanced and stable family. Ignoring the metaphorical, contextual, and narrative layers of

toe verse teads to a se* aotic b aArsia unde 1@hi ing &. [hhicalaourcesyshow thi k“harth”1
e. iendsb dyondNt h aieril 1 e nmr@od‘l nrtivat ooeai d so. inst tf tfaee ia mahi hrocssyk
of preparation and planting, the cultivated land itself, and the resulting harvest. Thus, the

i fre “ove,s a broad seh onte t eld pent deplcts @ networoeds tation tipneto en “field,”o
reea,l ait “yizlex & hsnkhis semantic range is applied to women in the Quranic text, it

ooepn tB eresthmeanu rtgm e oQiot rre etlon” orthnmol fi rsploanura,i but tatner pbanta

to their position as the medium for the realization of life, the continuity of generations, and

the nurturing of humanity, emphasizing their structural connection to the perpetuation of

human existence. At the exegetical and discursive level, some traditional interpretations,

influen”ed byreatriarl hal cultara” an- s*“siht. stekcwrhsl haaetsdt drsé’oknthe veese “Your

wlnes are a‘tilrdefar yru, sofat prf yffdnsl tiltr howpeer yor nish”ain a way teat portraysp
the man as the owner of the body and the exclusive initiator of sexual action, with the

woman depicted in a submissive and passive position. Some contemporary feminist

readings, relying on this same exegetical heritage and within the framework of modern

gender concepts, have highlighted precisely this part and placed the Quranic text as a whole

under accusation—whereas many of these interpretations are shaped by extra-textual

presuppositions and modern gender concepts that are incompatible with the conceptual

structure of the Quran and hadiths. A deep reading of this expression reveals that the verse

emphasizes a wide spectrum of human principles in marital relations, and its aim is

not merely procreation; rather, it attends to ethics, tranquility, affection, and mutual

respsnsibi.ity. ant uci a hoiao, , woman essi rirth”ns oorta coi ii mat ce obeect . uea rartnerb
in a responsible process whose outcome is the human being, the family, and a balanced

society. The findings of this analysis indicate that the Quranic system of sexual relations is

founded on mutual respect, bilateral responsibility, and consideration of the emotional and

psychological needs of both genders. Domineering or reductionist interpretations reflect

more the social and discursive conditions of specific eras than the text itself. From the

Quranic perspective, in creation, a single soul was created “Hehwho oriated you from a

single soul and created fromuitbifa r ateo (Quren @:1)—and no duality is apparent in this

regard. Islam views men and women as a unified human entity, each complementing the

other. Thus, verse 223 of Surah al-Bagarah, in light of the monotheistic worldview and the

broader system of verses concerning affection and mercy tr 1d taHismsig s s tlat Hn

created for you mates from among yourselves, that you may find tranquility in them, and

Ha nacl eeete een yeu anfe tvon sndes etcy” aQumn 30:2sd—and the mutual description

of spouses as garments for one anotherb at ueo prn aagarf rnn Ar you ard fswvhre a

gbrmeiti f rs lhee kQulan 2eln )e can serve as the foundation for redesigning

contemporary Islamic discourse on gender around human dignity, mutual agency, and

responsible participation.

Keywords: Tilth (harth), male agency, Surah al-Bagarah, sexual objectification of
women, gender equality.
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