Literary Studies of Islamic Texts A Biannual journal

Vol. 10, No. 1, Spring & Summer 2025, Issue 27

The Impact of Metonymy and Metaphor on Conveying the Meanings of

the Letters and Wisdoms of Nahj al-Balaghah

Fatemeh Ahmadi Beighash!
Zohreh Mansouri?

Abstract

Examining the various forms of figurative language used in the letters and
aphorisms of Nahj al-Balaghah reveals the verbal and semantic beauty of Imam
Ali’s discourse for the audience. Through the lens of rhetorical studies, the
harmony and proportionality between Imam Ali’s speech and his audience can
be more clearly understood. In the letters and wisdoms of Nahj al-Balaghah,
figurative expression is predominantly realized through metaphor. One of the
most significant findings of this library-based descriptive—analytical study is that
the degree of literal and figurative usage of words varies according to the subject
matter and the nature of the audience addressed by Imam Ali. Among the
various forms of figurative expression in his discourse, metaphor—particularly
explicit metaphor (isti‘arah tasrihiyyah)—is most frequently employed. This
type of metaphor, which is often based on sensory correspondences, is
familiar and accessible to the audience. Through this method, the Master of
Eloquence conveys moral, devotional, and social concepts in the most refined
linguistic forms and in an artistic manner that evokes the emotions of listeners
and effectively transmits his intended meanings to their minds.

Keywords: Imam Ali; Nahj al-Balaghah; Figurative language; Metaphor;
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