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Research Article

A Comparative Study of the Doctrine of Predestination in
Christian Theology and Special Guidance in Islamic Theology
with Emphasis on the Views of Augustine and Allama Tabataba’1

Jawad Ragavi' _
Saeede Fakhar Noughani
Khadije Jafari

Redemption is one of the most important issues in the two traditions of Islam and
Christianity. According to Augustine, one of the factors of redemption is
predestination; in the sense that God has already chosen those who are to be saved
and no one will be saved except them. Based on this view, it seems that whether a
person is saved or not is not due to any other cause, but rather the chosen person is
obliged to believe. He can believe by nature; because God has placed this in His
destiny and chosen him. On the other hand, one of the discourses that corresponds
to the discussion of predestination in Christian theology is the discussion of
special guidance in Imami theology. There have been different interpretations
about what and how special guidance is contained. The subject of this article is to
examine the issue of predestination and its relationship with special guidance,
with emphasis on the views of Saint Augustine and ‘Allama Tabataba’1. The
results indicate that the doctrine of predestination from Augustine's perspective
and special guidance from Allama's viewpoint have some common aspects in
terms of content. In Augustine's perspective, election means that God has
separated some people and designated them for eternal life, or that God, through
divine grace, has chosen some people whom He knew beforehand for salvation. In
special guidance, God has created man in such a way that he has endowed his
being with an innate inspiration that allows him to recognize the right belief and
righteous action and to attain guidance. From the perspective of both thinkers,
man'’s salvation and attainment of happiness are only from God, and this does not
contradict human volition and free will. Despite the similarities between the two
theories, it must be said that in the theory of predestination, those who are saved
are those whom God has chosen from eternity and the person himself has no
effective involvement in his own salvation, and therefore the position of volition
and free will in this view is weakened and even a kind of inclination towards
"determination” is seen. However, in special guidance, man's volition, choice and
free will, his faith in God, beliefs in truth, etc. are among the factors of man's
redemption and salvation.

Keywords: Divine mercy, grace, Islamic theology, Christian theology,
predestination, Augustine, ‘Allama Tabataba’1.
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