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Abstract

As the fundamental pillar of family formation—which itself serves as the
central institution for socialization and the transmission of values—
marriage holds a strategic position in Islam. In religious texts, it is regarded
as a divine decree and a catalyst for achieving personal and social
tranquility and perfection. However, contemporary empirical evidence
and sociological studies indicate profound transformations in mate-
selection patterns and criteria among the younger generation. In many
instances, these shifts contradict or diverge from the normative framework
and Islamic teachings regarding marriage. These changes have occasionally
manifested as "deviations in marriage criteria," leading to adverse
individual and social consequences. The significance of this research lies
in the fact that any deviation in marriage entails irreparable repercussions.
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Therefore, this study employs a mixed-methods (qualitative-quantitative)
approach with a critical analytical perspective to examine and analyze
common social deviations in mate selection among youth, based on
Islamic teachings and sociological data. The research findings indicate
that certain deviant criteria—such as extreme idealism, oversimplification
in mate selection, equating all criteria as having the same weight, an
exclusive emphasis on romantic love, and resorting to improper forms of
marriage—have led to the formation of unstable marital unions. These
erroneous attitudes, alongside the evolution of social values, have given
rise to unconventional phenomena such as "white marriage"” (cohabitation),
which seriously undermines the authentic functions of the family
institution. From an Islamic perspective, any relationship outside the
framework of Sharia-sanctioned marriage (Nikah) is strictly condemned.
By emphasizing fundamental concepts such as piety (Tagwa), modesty
(Haya), faith, and ethics, religious teachings offer a balanced model of
mate selection that guarantees the realization of a stable and transcendent
family.
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