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Abstract

This paper argues for the moral wrongness of wearing sexually provocative attire
in public spaces, based on the theoretical framework of Jeremy Bentham's
hedonistic utilitarianism. Bentham, one of the most prominent classical utilitarians,
posits that an action is morally right if its consequences maximize pleasure and
minimize pain. Employing the seven criteria Bentham proposes for measuring
pleasure and pain—intensity, duration, certainty, propinquity, fecundity, purity, and
extent—this article evaluates the pleasures and pains generated by sexually
provocative attire in public spaces. It should be noted that the paper does not aim to
defend Bentham's theory itself; rather, it claims that, within this theoretical
framework, wearing such attire in public is morally wrong. In assessing the
attendant pleasures and pains, the argument draws upon consequences supported
by international scientific research. The findings indicate that the overall quantum
of pain resulting from sexually provocative attire in public spaces significantly
outweighs the pleasure it produces. Consequently, according to Bentham's
hedonistic utilitarianism, wearing sexually provocative attire in public spaces is
morally wrong.
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Extended abstract

This paper aims to argue for the moral wrongness of wearing sexually provocative
attire in public places, based on the theoretical framework of Jeremy Bentham’s
hedonistic utilitarianism. Bentham is one of the most renowned and pioneering
utilitarian philosophers. According to Bentham, an action is morally right only if it
brings about the greatest amount of pleasure for the greatest number of people, and
an action that diminishes the net amount of pleasure is morally wrong. To determine
the moral value of sexually provocative attire in public places (such as streets,
universities, workplaces, and subways), this paper employs Bentham’s seven
quantitative criteria for measuring pleasure and pain: intensity, duration, certainty,
propinquity (nearness), fecundity, purity, and extent. This research does not aim to
defend Bentham’s view as such; rather, it merely demonstrates that, on the basis of
his principles, one can argue for the wrongness of this type of attire.

To assess the consequences, the paper relies on empirical and international
scientific research published in reputable journals. Possible pleasurable
consequences include the visual pleasure experienced by the opposite sex and the
pleasure derived by the wearer from displaying their body. In contrast, the painful
consequences documented in the research include: reduced mental and cognitive
performance (both for the wearer and for others), impaired concentration,
objectification and self-objectification, body dissatisfaction and shame, increased
envy among same-sex peers, depression, increased sexual harassment, victim
blaming, reduced attractiveness for marriage, and the presentation of an incompetent
and negative self-image that even spills over to women wearing non-sexual attire.

An examination of the seven criteria yields the following results:

Intensity: Sexually provocative attire produces both intense pleasures and intense
pains (such as objectification, body shame, and sexual harassment).

Duration: The pleasures derived from this type of attire are typically short-lived,
whereas the pains — such as self objectification and depression — are long-lasting.

Certainty: According to the numerous empirical and scientific studies that will be
cited, most of the painful consequences have a high probability of occurring.

Propinquity (Nearness): Many of the pains (reduced concentration, objectifying
gazes, envy) occur immediately after wearing sexually provocative attire.

Fecundity: Instead of producing fecund pleasures, sexually provocative attire
mainly produces highly fecund pains: objectification leads to self objectification,
body shame, and depression; reduced concentration leads to occupational and
academic harm; increased sexual harassment leads to victim blaming and lack of
social support.

Purity: This type of attire brings about numerous and profound pains in addition
to pleasures; hence, it does not yield pure pleasure.

Extent: The pains caused by provocative attire affect not only the wearer
themselves, but also a wide range of other women and men. Reduced cognitive
performance affects both sexes; the spillover effect of sexualization affects women
with non sexual attire; and sexual harassment increases throughout society. In
contrast, the number of those who derive pleasure is far smaller.
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Summarising these seven criteria, it is concluded that the total amount of pain and
suffering caused by sexually provocative attire in public places far exceeds the
amount of pleasure it produces. Since there exist non provocative and modest attires
that can serve as alternatives and do not produce such pains, according to Bentham’s
hedonistic utilitarianism, wearing sexually provocative attire in public places is
morally wrong and blameworthy. This paper emphasises that the above judgement is
not specific to women but includes men as well.
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