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Abstract

The unity of religions is a fundamental ideal for the formation of a global
civilization. This concept has drawn significant attention from exegetes in
the Holy Qur’an, particularly regarding Ver§e£213 of Surah al-Baqarah:
"Mankind was [of] one community". (3ix; a3l &\ 5K). This verse raises
questions concerning the timing and manner of the realization of this
unity. Due to the presence of the past tense verb kana (was) in the verse,
some exegetes have attributed its realization to specific periods in human
history, such as the era of Adam, Noah, or Abraham, among others. Given
the civilizational and idealistic importance of the unity of religions, a
fundamental question arises: Has this divine ideal been realized thus far?
And if so, when did it occur? Using a descriptive-analytical method and a
library-based approach, the authors of this study examine the views of
exegetes regarding the timing of the realization of creedal unity under
verse 213 of Surah al-Baqarah. Ultimately, the research concludes that
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none of the probable historical eras can serve as a complete manifestation
of the realization of the "single community" (ummatun wahidah). Rather,
based on Qur’anic and traditional (Hadith) evidence, this divine ideal will
only be realized during the reappearance of Imam Mahdi (aj) and his

civilizational society.
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