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Abstract

he problem of freedom has always been and remains a wide-rang-
T ing and living issue through centuries. The manner of understand-
ing its philosophical truth depends, on the one hand, on the philo-
sophical foundations of philosophers and, on the other hand, on
numerous other individual-social questions. Mulla Sadra and Heidegger are
two highly influential philosophers, and based on their philosophical princi-
ples, a particular view of freedom takes shape. Fitrah (primordial nature) in
the thought of Mulla Sadra and Wujdan (conscience) in the thought of the
early Heidegger are among the most important components in these two phi-
losophers’ articulations on freedom. Using an analytical method, this article
examines the role of Fitrah from Mulla Sadra’s perspective and the role of
conscience from the early Heideggers perspective in the realization of free-
dom, and then comparatively explores the similarities and differences between
their views. Through a comparative study of Sadrian Fitrah and Heideggerian
conscience in terms of their quiddity, origin, goal, and content, with a focus on
their role in the realization of freedom, it is concluded that although there are
similarities, Mulla Sadra’s view possesses coherence and superiority in the
following respects: (1) providing a precise account of the origin of Fitrah
(based on the theory of manifestation (Tajalli) and relational existence), (2)
explaining the common innate possessions (both cognitive and dispositional)
of human beings; (3) offering a comprehensive picture of the existential dimen-
sions of the human being (ethical and mystical) and their correspondence with
the levels of freedom; (4) explaining the existence of the Most High God as the
ultimate end of the human being and the ultimate end of freedom; and (5)
providing a practical program (the sacred law, Shari‘ah) for the flourishing of
Fitrah and the realization of freedom.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Freedom has always been one of the most important issues throughout history, and philos-
ophers such as Mulla Sadra and Heidegger have addressed its truth. Fitrah in Mulla Sadra’s
thought and conscience in Heidegger’s thought are among the important components that
play a fundamental role in articulating the freedom they envision. Freedom has at least two
kinds: voluntary freedom (i.e., free will) and existential freedom (i.e., the existential devel-
opment of the human being). Mulla Sadra and Heidegger both affirm voluntary freedom and
human free will. Existential freedom is the aim of the present article. In Mulla Sadra’s view,
a free human being can either take the path of existential transcendence and freedom, attain-
ing existential development, or follow the path of servitude and the lower degrees of the soul.
In Heidegger’s view, Dasein is free either to take the path of authenticity and the question
of Being, or to take the path of servitude and forgetfulness of Being. From another perspec-
tive, freedom is divided into negative freedom and positive freedom. For Mulla Sadra, this
negative and positive freedom means passing from the narrow and constricted level of the
soul’s present determinations and social entanglement (negative freedom) and entering the
realm of a higher, absolute, human existence and a broader manifestation (positive freedom).
For Heidegger philosophy, on the flip side, it means emerging from the captivity of das Man
and forgetfulness of Being (negative freedom) and attaining authenticity and the emergence
of the question of Being (as positive freedom). Fitrah and conscience play a significant role
in the intellectual framework of Mulla Sadra and Heidegger for the realization of freedom.

Method

The data for this research were gathered through library collection from the works of
Mulla Sadra and Heidegger, and occasionally from their major commentators. Using a de-
scriptive-analytical method, the study examines the two views and, finally, through a com-
parison of the two lines of thought, reaches a final conclusion.

Findings

Both Sadrian Fitrah and Heideggerian conscience are inner dimensions of the human
being that warn against superficiality, captivity, and absorption into multiplicities and the
masses, and invite depth, transcendence from the present lowly state, turning to oneself, and
attention to Being. At the same time, the depth and philosophical structure of the issue is yet
to be investigated.

First, Heidegger, through the hermeneutic circle, transcendence, disclosedness, and event,
seeks to connect the human being to Being. But Sadra, while affirming such components as
transcendence, disclosedness, manifestation, and unveiling, regards the human being as the
very relation (‘ayn al-Rabt) to the reality of Being and God, as the “simple reality that is all
things” (Bastt al-Haqiqah Kull al-’Ashya’), thus articulating the grounding of the human



|||||||||||||||||||||| PV 8yLas OFeF (s 3 5l Yo )90 ‘!i;j;ls'dt,j/r

|

being through detailed discussions such as the general matters (Umiir ‘ammah), personal
unity (al-Wahdah al-Shakhsiyah), and flowing unity (al-wahdah al-Sarayaniah).

Second, what is that inner reality to which Fitrah and conscience summon? From Sadra’s
perspective, based on the theory of manifestation (Tajalli) and relational existence, the deep-
est and highest truth to which one is summoned is the hidden essence of the soul and God,
so that through self-knowledge and at the foundational level of one’s existence, one can
approach God, and to the extent of that proximity, benefit from freedom and existential
expansion. Heidegger considers it authentic selthood (das eigentliche Selbst). The call of
conscience in Heidegger’s thought also arises from the ground of Dasein, but to what is this
ground connected? And what relation does it have to the truth of Being? These questions
do not find their final answer merely through thrownness, “Being-in-the-world,” transcen-
dence, the hermeneutic circle, and disclosedness of Dasein. Heideggerian conscience lacks
an ontological foundation.

Third, what is the content of that philosophical calls and summons? Sadra, with the back-
ground of the issue of manifestation and relational existence, considers it to be reaching
God, resembling His perfect attributes, acquiring moral virtues, avoiding vices and ugliness,
and progressing and drawing near to the holy realm and the truth of all truths and the reality
of Being through self-knowledge (which is inseparable from the Knowledge of the Lord).
Heidegger considers it to be contentless, merely summoning to authentic selthood and at-
tention to Being.

Fourth, the scope of Sadrian Fitrah encompasses both negative freedom (freedom from)
and positive freedom (freedom for) at the social, ethical, and mystical levels. Sadrian philos-
ophy offers a comprehensive outline of the existential dimensions of human being (ethical
and mystical) and their correspondence with the levels of freedom. The scope of Heidegge-
rian conscience also includes freedom from das Man and from forgetfulness of Being, for
the sake of realizing attention to and questioning of Being and reaching authentic selfhood.

Fifth, Sadrian Fitrah has an ethical dimension as well. Mulla Sadra believes in a virtue-ori-
ented and vice-avoiding Fitrah in ethical matters, as well as in moral realism. He affirms
common features and shared possessions (cognitive innate principles and dispositional in-
nate principles) among human beings, which itself demonstrates the weakness of Heideg-
ger’s view, who denies any commonalities among humans.

Sixth, Mulla Sadra provides a practical religious program (Shari‘ah) for the realization of
freedom and the flourishing of Fitrah, considering it among the most important philosophies
of the sacred law. Heidegger, however, does not offer any practical program.

Seventh, Sadrian freedom has no end point, whereas Heideggerian freedom remains con-
fined to Dasein and does not go beyond it. For Mulla Sadra, based on personal or diffusive
unity, human has a grounding, and based on the theory of the soul’s unfolding (Inkishaf),
he turns toward immaterial worlds and toward that infinite reality itself. Thus, Sadrian hu-
man has an infinite horizon. But Heideggerian Dasein, although it surpasses itself through
transcendence and disclosedness, has not been depicted as relational existence or as a man-
ifestative aspect, within the context of personal or diffusive unity and the general matters.
Therefore, Heideggerian freedom, despite all its efforts to soar, through discussions such
as transcendence, disclosedness, and event, remains confined to Dasein. In Mulla Sadra’s
philosophy, God is the ultimate end of the human being and the ultimate end of freedom;
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the more Fitrah flourishes and proximity to God increases, the more the manifestation of
God in the human being and his freedom increase. Indeed, the ultimate end of Mulla Sadra’s
philosophy is “resembling God,” the absolute perfection.

Finally, Heideggerian freedom and conscience, without Mulla Sadra’s theory of unity (to
secure the grounding and origin of the human being) and theory of the soul’s creativity and
unfolding (to secure transcendence, resurrection, and immateriality), do not attain maturity
and perfection.

Conclusion

Through a comparative study of Sadrian Fitrah and Heideggerian conscience in the do-
mains of quiddity, origin, goal, and content, with a view to their role in the realization of
freedom, it is concluded that although there are similarities, Mulla Sadra’s view possesses
coherence and superiority in the following respects: (1) providing a precise account of the
origin of Fitrah; (2) explaining the common innate possessions (both cognitive and disposi-
tional) of human beings; (3) offering a comprehensive picture of the existential dimensions
of human (ethical and mystical) and their correspondence with the levels of freedom; (4)
explaining the existence of God as the ultimate end of the human being and freedom; and
(5) providing a practical program (the sacred law, SharT ah) for the flourishing of Fitrah and
the realization of freedom.
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