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Abstract

his research has been conducted to investigate the possibility of
T knowing the quiddity of God with an emphasis on Islamic tra-
ditions (Hadith). Knowledge and cognition of the Divine Es-
sence (Dhat) in terms of its existence is attainable and is
demonstrated through numerous proofs. However, knowledge of its quid-
dity (Mahiyyah)—insofar as it entails delimitations, determinations, and
the affirmation of non-existences—is impossible concerning God, Who is
exempt from all deficiency, non-existence, and limitation. This matter is
also emphasized in the traditions, where reflection upon it is prohibited.
Nevertheless, the Divine Essence, through its manifestation (Zuhiir) in lev-
els and its acceptance of delimitations and determinations according to
each stage, is manifested in the many names and manifestations (Mazahir).
Through this, knowledge of Him—or more precisely, knowledge of His
manifestation—is made possible. This knowledge, relative to the level of
manifestation, constitutes mediated knowledge of the Essence and is the
only path to knowing Him. In this path, the most complete knowledge is
attainable only through the most perfect of manifestations, namely the
Perfect Human (al-Insan al-Kamil), who is the Muhammadan Reality (al-
Hagqigah al-Muhammadiyyah). This point is also confirmed by the tradi-
tions of the Infallible Imams. This research has been conducted using an
analytical-descriptive method and library-based resources.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Knowledge and cognition constitute the foundation of all human action and belief; with-
out them, neither the realization of science nor conscious movement along the path of ser-
vitude attains meaningfulness. In Islamic wisdom, knowledge and action are reciprocally
related, and the human journey toward perfection and proximity to God is grounded in
correct knowledge. Epistemology;, as the study of knowledge, plays a pivotal role in delin-
eating the limits of human understanding and establishing valid criteria for cognition. This
significance becomes especially pronounced when addressing a foundational issue such as
the knowledge of God, since Tawhid (divine unity)—as the very truth of this knowledge—
serves as the guiding principle for all levels of religious belief and practice. In light of this
foundational status, the present study examines the possibility or impossibility of knowing
the quiddity (Mahiyya) and mode (Kayfiyya) of the Divine Essence, and seeks to elucidate
a sound and systematic path for knowledge of God.

Method

This study adopts a library-based, descriptive-analytical methodology. After clarifying
the epistemological concept of quiddity (Mahiyya) through relevant philosophical notions
such as delimitation (Taqyid) and gradation (Tashkik), the study examines and analyzes
philosophical and Hadith-based discourses on the knowledge of God. Additionally, Is-
lamic traditions concerning the Divine Essence (Dhat) and manifestation (Zuhiir) are em-
ployed to affirm or refute the claims under discussion.

Results

The inquiry begins by maintaining a crucial distinction between two epistemic do-
mains often conflated: knowledge of the existence of God and knowledge of the essence
or quiddity of God. Regarding the former, the study affirms that rational demonstration
and revelatory testimony jointly establish the existence of a Necessary Being (Wajib
al-Wujtd) whose existence is necessary, eternal, infinite, and absolutely perfect. Onto-
logical analysis of existence and nonexistence reveals that absolute existence is devoid
of negation, indivisible, and incapable of annihilation, whereas nonexistence has no ex-
tramental reality and remains a purely conceptual abstraction. At this level, knowledge
of God as the Necessary Existent is both intelligible and philosophically defensible.

The more demanding question concerns the knowability of the Divine Essence itself.
The study argues that cognition, as a human act, necessarily presupposes conceptual
delimitation and epistemic containment. All acts of knowing involve the imposition
of form, determination (Ta‘ayyun), and boundary, and are thus inseparably linked to
negation and exclusion. Quiddity (Mahiyya), as the formal structure of intelligibility,
functions as the locus in which existence becomes conceptually graspable. Consequent-
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ly, all human knowledge is mediated by determinations that render an object finite and
accessible to the intellect. From this standpoint, cognition is invariably directed toward
manifestations (Mzahir) and attributes (Sifat) rather than toward absolute being as such.

On this basis, the study concludes that knowledge of the Divine Essence—charac-
terized by infinite simplicity, absolute transcendence (Tanzih), and being beyond all
deficiency—is intrinsically impossible. Any attempt to define or conceptualize the es-
sence of God inevitably entails limitation and thus contradicts divine absoluteness. The
extensive corpus of Islamic revelatory teachings that prohibit reflection (Tafakkur) on
the Divine Essence is therefore interpreted not merely as a matter of devotional restraint,
but as an epistemological principle. The highest epistemic attainment with respect to the
Divine Essence lies in recognizing the impossibility of comprehending it. The essence
of God transcends all modes of predication, attribution, and even conceptual negation;
in this domain, both affirmation and denial remain inapplicable.

Nevertheless, the impossibility of knowing the essence does not entail the closure of
all avenues of divine knowledge. The study emphasizes a principled distinction between
the unknowability of the essence and the knowability of divine manifestations (Mzahir).
While the essence remains the Hidden of the Hidden (Ghayb al-Ghuytib), it discloses
itself through successive levels of manifestation (Tajalll), names (Asma’), and attri-
butes (Sifat). Each manifestation constitutes a determinate locus (Mazhar) that allows
for relative comprehension, even though the very act of manifestation simultaneously
veils the essence. Revelation and concealment thus remain inseparable in every divine
disclosure.

Within this conceptual framework, two influential approaches to the relationship be-
tween essence and manifestation are examined. The first considers the Divine Essence
as the highest degree within an ontological gradation (Tashkik) of existence, thereby
establishing a continuous existential spectrum between God and creation. The second
approach, which the present study endorses, categorically situates the Divine Essence
beyond all gradation, asserting that gradation pertains exclusively to the realm of man-
ifestation. In this view, the essence of God is absolutely unconditioned (La bi-Shart
Magsami)—not even by the condition of absoluteness itself—whereas multiplicity,
determination, and hierarchy emerge solely within the order of divine self-disclosure
(Tajall1). This approach is argued to exhibit greater philosophical coherence and closer
conformity with foundational monotheistic doctrines.

At the apex of this hierarchical model stands the concept of the Muhammadi Reality
(al-Haqiqa al-Muhammadiyya), which the study identifies as the first and most perfect
manifestation of the Divine. Drawing upon scriptural and metaphysical foundations,
this reality is presented as the primordial locus of divine self-disclosure, the universal
mediator of existence, grace, and knowledge between God and the cosmos. The Mu-
hammadi Reality is not confined to the historical person of the Prophet but signifies an
ontologically universal truth that permeates all levels of being and manifests supremely
in his person.

Significantly, the Muhammadi Reality is characterized both as the most complete
manifestation of the Divine and as the greatest veil (al-Hijab al-’A‘zam). Without this
veil, neither revelation nor worship nor knowledge would be possible. The Perfect Hu-



Grrieond Sra s g caihe 5ol rsl@lgsl e 5yl oy / Ul s ASTL gl soslity iz gl oo ||||||||||||||||||||||

man (al-Insan al-Kamil) functions as the first determinate disclosure of the otherwise
inaccessible essence, rendering divine knowledge conceivable within the horizon of
human understanding.

Conclusions

Accordingly, the study concludes that while knowledge of the Divine Essence is intrin-
sically impossible, the most complete form of divine knowledge available to humanity
is attainable through systematic contemplation of divine manifestations, culminating in
the knowledge of the Muhammadan Reality. This mediated epistemology preserves the
absolute transcendence of the Divine Essence while affirming the meaningful possibility
of theological knowledge within the order of manifestation.

The main innovation of the article lies in the precise distinction between essence and
manifestations, the critique of the view of gradation in the essence, and the formulation of
the role of the Muhammadan Reality (al-Haqiqa al-Muhammadiyya) as the axis of divine
knowledge based on philosophical analysis and revelatory teachings. This approach can
contribute to enriching discussions on divine knowledge in Islamic philosophy.

Keywords
Knowledge of God, Quiddity of God (Mahiyya), Knowledge of the Essence (‘ilm al-
Dhat), Knowledge of the Divine Manifestations (‘ilm al-Mazahir)
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