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Abstract

The present study undertakes a critical discourse analysis of Imam Husayn's sermon as
recorded in Tuhaf al-‘Uqiil, examining the role of language in representing power relations
and critiquing the political hegemony of the Umayyads. This sermon was delivered under
circumstances in which the Umayyad power structure had been consolidated through
religious legitimization, the co-optation of aligned elites, and the suppression of dissent. In
this discourse, Imam Husayn, employing linguistic and rhetorical mechanisms, challenges
the prevailing order and reminds social actors of their moral and social responsibilities.

This research adopts a qualitative approach based on Fairclough's three-dimensional
model—description (linguistic analysis), interpretation (discursive context), and
explanation (the relationship between discourse and power)—and supplements the analysis
with van Dijk's socio-cognitive model and Wodak's discourse-historical approach. Data
have been extracted from the sermon text and its intertextual layers with relevant historical
sources, focusing on lexical choices, syntactic structures, semantic collocations, and
polarization mechanisms.

The findings reveal that the high frequency of obligative verbs, reproachful interrogative
sentences, contrastive pronouns, and collocations related to concepts of 'truth' (haqq),
'oppression’ (zulm), and 'responsibility’ function as linguistic strategies that hold religious
elites accountable and disrupt the naturalization of power discourse. The study concludes
that this sermon presents an alternative discourse grounded in justice, awareness, and social
activism, wherein language transcends its role as a mere vehicle of meaning to function as
social action and a potential agent of transformation.

Keywords: Fairclough's Critical Discourse Analysis, Imam Husayn's Sermon in Tuhaf al-
‘Uqiil, Religious Elites, Power, Social Activism.

Introduction

Language in religious and historical texts functions not merely as a carrier of meaning but
as a constructor of social relations, enabling processes of either reproduction of or
resistance to power. In the context of the final phase of Mu‘awiya's rule, Islamic society
confronted economic discrimination, political repression, and elite silence—conditions that
provided fertile ground for the emergence of a critical discourse. Imam Husayn's sermon
in Tuhaf al-‘Uqul represents one of the rare discourses in which, through reliance upon
divine verses, historical references, and obligative language, the responsibility of elites and
society toward corruption and injustice is recalled.

This sermon has not previously been examined from the perspective of critical discourse
analysis. Accordingly, the present study, focusing on Fairclough's model and incorporating
necessary modifications for the analysis of religious texts, endeavors to identify its
linguistic and ideological mechanisms and to demonstrate how the language of the sermon
becomes a force for resistance against Umayyad hegemony.
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Research Findings
1. The Level of Description

The high frequency of imperative and prohibitive verbs foregrounds agency and demand.
Reproachful interrogative sentences serve the function of directly holding religious elites
accountable and create a form of discursive pressure. The predominance of present tense
verbs over past tense conveys the atemporality of the critique and the continuity of
responsibility. Collocations associated with 'oppression' (zulm), 'truth' (haqq),
'reprehensible' (munkar), and 'the weak' (du‘afa’) create a semantic network that reinforces
the sermon's message of justice-seeking. The pronouns 'you,' 'they,' and 'we' strengthen the
discursive boundary between elites, political power, and the speaker, signifying
polarization and differentiation.

2. The Level of Interpretation

The sermon was produced in the context of Umayyad hegemony, the suppression of
opponents, and the co-optation of elites—circumstances that enabled the reproduction of
ideology. The sermon's intertextuality with Qur’anic verses, the Prophetic tradition (sira),
the sermons of Imam ‘Al1, and historical accounts provides a legitimate framework for
social critique and enhances the argumentative force of the text. Socio-cognitive analysis
reveals that Imam Husayn, by activating the audience's religious presuppositions,
strengthens 'critical awareness' against 'fear and silence.'

3. The Level of Explanation

The sermon exposes the mechanisms of Umayyad legitimization, including the
naturalization of power, religio-political ideology, and the alignment of elites with the
regime. The speaker foregrounds his intended discourse, which is grounded in commanding
the good (al-amr bi-l-ma‘ruf), social justice, elite responsibility, and moral resistance.
Language in this sermon assumes the role of 'social action' and becomes an instrument for
redefining the relationship among the populace, elites, and power.

Conclusion

The present study has demonstrated that Imam Husayn's sermon in Tuhaf al-"Uqiil
constitutes not merely a religious text but a discursive action aimed at critiquing Umayyad
power and reconstructing social responsibility. Fairclough's model enabled the analysis of
the linguistic, social, and ideological layers of the text and revealed that this sermon,
through its use of obligative language, polarization, religious citations, and interrogative
strategies, contributes to disrupting the naturalization of power and proposes an alternative
discourse grounded in justice, awareness, and activism.

This analysis demonstrates that religious language can become an instrument for social
transformation in both historical and contemporary contexts. Comparative examination of
similar sermons and analysis of the impact of this discourse upon contemporary audiences
may illuminate directions for future research.
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