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Abstract

Within the Shi‘i narrational tradition, one of the most significant interpretive frameworks
for explaining the occultation (ghaybah) of the Awaited Imam is its comparison with the
Qur’anic narrative of Prophet Joseph (Yusuf) and his brothers. In an extended narration
attributed to Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq (as), a profound parallel is drawn between the existential
condition of the Promised Mahdrt and the story of Prophet Joseph. This parallel goes beyond
mere physical concealment, emphasizing instead the notion of “unrecognizability” of the
divine proof among people. The central aim of this article is to provide a comparative
analysis of the epistemological and exegetical implications of this narration in relation to
the verses of Strat Yusuf. Using a descriptive—analytical method and relying on library-
based sources, the study examines both the Qur’anic text and the hadith as preserved in
Bihar al-Anwar and al-Ghaybah by al-Nu‘mani. The findings suggest that in this hadith,
the occultation of the Imam is not merely a temporal or historical phenomenon, but rather
an epistemological condition that situates ultimate recognition within a divinely ordained
suspension. By referencing the unrecognizability of Joseph to his brothers, the narration
articulates a model of “present absence”, through which it explains the underlying
philosophy of the hiddenness of the divine proof during the period of occultation.
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