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Abstract

The dignity and elevated status of mothers is an undisputed truth widely emphasized in the Qur’an
and Hadith. The attribution of the phrase “;:Lé{f\fl ﬁlﬂ Ess 857 (al-jannatu tahta aqdam al-
ummuhat, “Paradise lies beneath the feet of mothers™) to the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is
highly prevalent, although some hadith scholars consider its chain of transmission weak and
unreliable. Nevertheless, given the widespread circulation of this saying among the general public
and even within scholarly circles of both Shi‘ite and Sunni traditions—and considering the
jurisprudential principle that fame (shuhra) may compensate for a weak chain—it becomes
essential to focus on the content and meaning of this well-known phrase. Using a descriptive-
analytical approach grounded in the methodology of figh al-hadith (jurisprudence of hadith), this
study seeks to provide a correct reading and understanding of the narration by examining
interpretive possibilities through the analysis of parallel traditions, lexical features, and the
discursive context of the hadith. The research ultimately addresses the question of how far this
popular narration can be deemed reliable. The findings suggest that, through comparison with
similar narrations and interpretive readings, four main understandings of the phrase emerge.
Among them, the interpretation that “attaining Paradise depends upon the conduct of mothers”
appears to be the most precise and contextually grounded reading.
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