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Abstract

In many prevailing approaches, particularly in certain non-Sadrian schools, the theoretical and practical
intellects are often examined as two independent and separate faculties, and the ontological and
epistemological relationship between them is not clearly explained. The central concern of this study is to
analyze and explain the relationship between the theoretical and practical intellects, along with its
implications, on the basis of the distinctive principles of Transcendent Philosophy (Hikmat al-Muta‘aliyah),
such as the primacy of existence (asalat al-wujud), the unity of existence, and the unity of the soul and its
faculties. In this framework, the relationship departs from dualistic perspectives and is instead presented
as a unified, hierarchical structure. The core question addressed in the article is how the unity of the
theoretical and practical intellect, and its implications for the analysis of the relation between “is” and
“ought,” can be explained according to Sadrian principles, and whether such unity can be affirmed without
these foundations. Using a descriptive—analytical method, the study demonstrates that, according to the
principles of Transcendent Philosophy, the theoretical and practical intellects are two cognitive aspects of
a single reality, whose levels are realized in a correlative and mutually reinforcing manner along the path
of the perfection of the rational soul. The findings indicate that this unity provides a philosophical
framework for systematically linking “is” and “ought” as well as “knowledge” and “value”—a link that, in
addition to its epistemic dimension, extends into existential, ethical, and educational domains.
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Introduction and Problem Statement

This study investigates the relationship between the theoretical and practical intellects within
the framework of Transcendent Philosophy (Hikmat-e Muta‘aliyah) and aims to clarify the
ontological and epistemological foundations of their hierarchical unity. Unlike dualistic
approaches that regard the two intellects as distinct and separate faculties, Mulla Sadra
demonstrates that they are two epistemic modes of one unified and simple reality—the rational
soul. Their difference is analytical and gradational rather than ontological. The study concludes
that this unity provides a coherent philosophical explanation for the intrinsic relation between
“is” and “ought,” and between “knowledge” and *“value,” with significant ethical and
educational implications.

In the history of Islamic philosophy, various perspectives have been proposed regarding the
relationship between the theoretical and practical intellects. In the Peripatetic tradition,
philosophers such as Ibn Sina held that both belong to the same genus; however, their claim of
unity is inconsistent with the very metaphysical premises of that school—namely, the discrete
plurality of existents and the duality of the soul and its faculties. Based on such presuppositions,
a real and existential unity between the intellects cannot be justified.
In contrast, Mulla Sadra reinterprets the relation of the intellects on the basis of the principality
of existence (asalat al-wujiid), gradation of being (tashkik al-wujid), and unity of the soul and
its faculties (ittihad al-nafs wa quwaha). Accordingly, both intellects are regarded as
hierarchical modes (shu’in dhii al-martabah) of the same immaterial and simple soul. This
interpretation allows for a coherent understanding of the dynamic connection between cognition
and volition and between theoretical knowledge and moral action.

Methodology
This study has been conducted using a descriptive—analytical and inferential approach.
Through a philosophical analysis of Sadrian works, the theoretical framework of the unity of
the two intellects has been reconstructed based on the principle of the primacy and unity of
existence. Furthermore, by means of comparative analysis, the coherent Sadrian model has been
contrasted with the deficiencies of non-Sadrian systems founded upon the duality of the soul
and its faculties.

Discussion
Within the Sadrian system, the theoretical and practical intellects are not separate entities but
complementary aspects of a single cognitive reality. Theoretical intellect apprehends universals
and existential truths, whereas practical intellect perceives moral values and volitional
judgments; yet both share a unified ontological ground.

This hierarchical unity implies that the relationship between “is” and “ought” is not external
or imposed but intrinsically existential. Every moral “ought” to emerge from an ontological
“is” apprehended by the same intellective faculty. Consequently, the unity of the intellects
provides a metaphysical foundation for bridging knowledge and action, grounding ethics in
being itself.

Moreover, this unity carries deep implications for education and moral development. Since
both intellects are existentially unified, intellectual illumination (za ‘/im) and moral purification
(tarbiyah) represent two concurrent aspects of one perfectional process. Human maturity,
therefore, is achieved through the simultaneous cultivation of cognitive and volitional
dimensions within the unified reality of the soul.
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Conclusion

The hierarchical unity of the theoretical and practical intellects in Transcendent Philosophy is a
necessary outcome of the principality and unity of existence and the simplicity of the soul. This unity
provides a coherent framework for explaining the inseparable relation between knowledge and moral
action, as well as between being and obligation. Every ethical imperative is thus rooted in ontological
reality as grasped by the same intellect. Consequently, Hikmat-e Muta“‘aliyah offers an integrated model
of human education in which intellectual and ethical perfections advance together as expressions of a
single existential ascent of the soul.
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