Conflict or Hope: A Dialogue between Tragic Existence and Wayfaring
Being

Elham Sadat Karimi Douraki! @, Ahmad Ebadi?

L Ph.D. in philosophy, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Faculty of Theology and Ahl-al-Bayt (Prophet's

Descendants) Studies, University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran. e.karimi3430@gmail.com

2 Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Faculty of Theology and Ahl-al-Bayt (Prophet's

Descendants) Studies, University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran (Corresponding Author). a.ebadi@theo.ui.ac.ir
Abstract

This article explores the inseverable link between ontology and anthropology through a comparative
dialogue between the conflict-based metaphysics of Schelling and the unity-centered philosophy of Mulla
Sadra. The fundamental answer each provides to the problem of ""unity and multiplicity' gives rise to two
distinct destinies for the ""human condition' and two different modes of ethical life. In Schelling’s system,
the "active Ground" is the source of positive evil and inherent conflict. This metaphysics culminates in a
"Tragic Existence," where humanity is locked in a relentless struggle with evil within the abyss of freedom,
and ethics becomes a dreadful act of decision-making. Conversely, Sadrian philosophy regards evil as
privative, arising from "passive quiddity". This perspective leads to a ""Wayfaring Being," a hopeful
sojourner advancing toward perfection via "'substantial motion," for whom ethics is a purifying ascetic
discipline. The research demonstrates that this fateful divergence stems from a core metaphysical choice:
whether to conceive of the principle of limitation (Schelling's Ground versus Sadra's quiddity) as a positive
force or a privative one. This foundational ontological decision is shown to directly determine two different
understandings of freedom, ethics, and ultimately, human destiny.
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Introduction & Problem Statement

Every metaphysical system offers an answer to the fundamental question: "What does it mean to be
human?" A philosophy’s formulation of the relationships between Unity and Multiplicity, Good and
Evil, and Necessity and Freedom directly shapes the meaning of human destiny and ethical life. This
research explores this inextricable link between ontology and anthropology through a comparative
dialogue between two luminaries of Eastern and Western thought: Friedrich W. J. Schelling,
representing a pivotal moment in German Idealism, and Mulla Sadra, the founder of Transcendent
Theosophy. The study investigates how their opposing metaphysical responses to the age-old dilemma
of Unity and Multiplicity lead to two entirely distinct anthropologies. Schelling’s metaphysics of
"conflict,”" which views evil as a positive force, situates the human in a "Tragic Existence.” In contrast,
Mulla Sadra’s metaphysics of "unity,” which treats evil as privative, paves the way for a "Wayfaring
Being." This paper identifies the fateful point of divergence between these worldviews and traces its
consequences for understanding freedom, ethics, and the purpose of human life. The central hypothesis
is that this divergence stems from a fundamental metaphysical choice concerning the nature of the
"principle of limitation": whether it is conceived as active and positive (Schelling's Grund) or as passive
and privative (Sadra's Quiddity).

Methodology

This research employs an analytical-comparative methodology. The first stage involves a textual
analysis of primary sources notably Schelling's Philosophical Investigations into the Essence of Human
Freedom and Mulla Sadra’s The Transcendent Theosophy to independently reconstruct the metaphysical
foundations of each system. This includes explicating key concepts such as Schelling's "Ground" and
"Existence," and Sadra's "Primacy of Being," "Gradational Unity of Being," and "Substantial Motion."
In the second stage, the distinct anthropology and ethical system arising from each metaphysical
framework are deduced and systematically juxtaposed. This comparison aims not only to reveal
differences but also to uncover a deep structural homology in their approach to a shared problem,
ultimately highlighting the key metaphysical choice that separates their philosophical paths.

Discussion
The core of the paper is organized around two central paradigms:

A) Schelling's Tragic Existence: The Struggle in the Rift of Being Schelling’s philosophy emerges
from the crisis of reconciling a rational system with radical freedom in German Idealism. His solution
is to conceive of being itself as inherently dualistic and fraught with tension. Within the Absolute, he
distinguishes two principles: the "Ground" (Grund), a dark, unconscious, self-willing, and contractive
drive, and "Existence" (Existenz), a luminous, rational, universal, and expansive principle. Reality is the
stage for the eternal conflict between these forces, a metaphysics with direct implications for the human
condition:

- Evil as a Positive Force: Evil is not a mere absence of good but a real, active force arising from
the rebellion of the self-willed "Ground" against the universal will of "Existence."

- Freedom as a Formidable Possibility: Freedom is not simply the capacity for good but the
"capacity for good and evil" an un-grounded ability for choice that places the human before the abyss
of a momentous decision.

- The Human as the Site of the Rift: The human being is the locus where this cosmic conflict
becomes self-conscious. They are the battleground for these opposing wills, rendering their condition
inherently tragic.

- Ethics as a Heroic Battle: Ethical life is not the tranquil adherence to rules but a perpetual standing
within this rift, an enduring of tension, and a heroic effort to establish a fragile harmony.

B) Mulla Sadra's Wayfaring Being: The Journey Through the Levels of Being In stark contrast,
Sadra's Transcendent Theosophy presents a metaphysics of unity and harmony. Through the principle
of the "Primacy of Being", Sadra asserts that reality is Being itself. He explains multiplicity through the
theory of "Gradational Unity of Being" the idea that Being is a single reality manifesting in different
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degrees of intensity. In this system, the principle of limitation is "Quiddity", a secondary, conceptual,
and passive construct. This ontology leads to a profoundly different anthropology and ethics:

- Evil as Privation: Evil has no independent existence; it is merely the "absence of perfection™
stemming from the limitations of quiddity at the lower levels of being.

- Freedom as a Process of Perfection: Freedom is not a rupture from necessity but its highest stage.
It is the human capacity to consciously direct the "Substantial Motion" of one's soul toward perfection.

- The Human as a Wayfarer: The human being is a microcosm who potentially contains all levels
of existence. Life is an existential journey a spiritual wayfaring to actualize these levels and ascend the
ladder of being.

- Ethics as Self-Purification: Ethical life is a spiritual discipline aimed at removing the veils of
quiddity and overcoming privative obstacles to attain the highest possible degree of existence, resolving
tension in an ultimate unity with Reality.

Conclusion

This research demonstrates that the choice between the "Tragic Existence” and "Wayfaring Being"
paradigms is rooted in a key metaphysical decision: whether the principle of limitation is conceived as
positive and active (Schelling's Ground) or privative and passive (Sadra's Quiddity). This choice directly
shapes opposed conceptions of evil, freedom, and the ethical goal. The dialogue thus presents two paths
for the human condition: one that accepts intrinsic conflict to affirm tragic freedom, and another that,
through a harmonious order, offers a hopeful journey toward perfection. The research opens new
horizons by posing a final question: is a third way possible that can reconcile the tragic depth of freedom
with the hope for perfection?
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1. Existence

2. Schelling, Friedrich Wilhelm Joseph von

3. System

4. Johann Gottlieb Fichte (1762-1814)

5. Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1770- 1831)

6. Martin Heidegger (1976-1889)

7. The Philosophical Studies of the Essence of Human freedom



OY-YY :jao AF (5w VT 500 oV o )lal VO 050 ¢ s adyail aslilad FY

1S Jis pundlons) &5 by bl &l 4 (ooljl wrd (lp ol gy o plio (callS mamlio y3 JGal, o bilil « Sidis ol
Cud plol oUle b @ Jie loes» Dltods Bies |y (o3lil ciloj o b pdlons] 4 09 conably 1355 05loys o pilys 5 ol Jl
—5F Lo (WA (Sdd) 5,5 Gy € g gl Sl 1y ol al5T 51 5 aBly g o) cogpio b b itk Lol auagd o
ooie 6ol K03 Kl 35y 0,8 Jitte Susdlio 4 3] 8300 31 1) 5 5 Ly g 292 jloCadigi o cokimdNgn (€o» ol (5O
g oBTag3L o)l dng Dl Tolid sl ples b PG slhae yol 3550y ool sl & ool ol e gl ol (FO-5F
s).».u 9 ) b}g 92 L)"I ,Lf‘)l «‘\‘}ﬁ.l'.w» Lo o5 L)"I » ‘AMB|9 L)i Lfl§ 9 u))/to.c ‘L}:)9) 4> :Ul.mA) ‘«\‘“.39}5» 9 omd :Ul.b‘9>.39>
3 eplgs aSly e S jle ol (Heidegger, 1985, p. 108 «v5 o ( VYA «Sild) 355 0y 2929 adde sl ()l |
allste CuaSo O3l ol 9 st Sdlie cpl blie da )3 Casd el ge Gl 53 sl g S s gl
Sy gly e o &l s 3 Ll ol 5 iS5 as g fudme 4 glite Meols ol a8 01y 51,8 oMo Ayl o yeme b
(S jpdlie (slaolis b wuiS 0 535 olhto CueSe Kinlon pllas 4 Sl pudlons] by (e 31 5T 083 93 cl b5 3os
Sl ol o

wlyho CoSe (> Gasg o5 Y- -Y
g3 aShy dacuple & o 2B g Juol cis oS Calo gl sl ol w1y sl sl IS g o) Juol 4k b gl dgeus Iy
i Susg Elpwo 49 03)5 Hoie (ggale ()38 TG ol o] ol 4 (ol (! (YA o Az @)AY dyuode) Conl €og2 9
D9 (S
ool ol ol Alind ©g2g (ST G > &y )lai )3 [aoMe Fly Sl jB ke Slagrge &S L A8 Gy opl Ll

2 &S Cul doly chds S plon Olygels g Gllog @8 a8l s (plie Sldgag O3S g g0 odnliie plle 3 a5 55 (VA
oSl ol 5 JUb 555 S & o 5 Codgiomo ol «Simlan 5 Joo plls (] 3 335 oo (saled & |y JS 3] (535 cslaiye o
2 35 gpenlil w958 g el Lite 5 cul 392y 3l 45y yo 2ol sl €Cunler pliay Juito 5 (5litel (5o
dyoMe) sl 3350 S Al 45" JloS «laid» I Cal @ylie aSl 6,05 395 dund 8 pud  Sxy (Cunl ode (6 yol callate oS>
el S8 0 Glagd @92 JWS Sgud € ppgr S 20

ool s 3 (2] 95 led oo &) (S gy b Wl ) ool s cploio MalS' (S 580 iaimg 9 0] 42 25 L
Saioloul o € yloa 0 sl Cuxs g 3l gl Mols A 93 4y KCilye g g e (6)500 5 i 5 BIKDY ke (Som
il oy Gl 93 O (9 9% URoR Crl P38 Gl

cxl 52 298 591y ol el (olibludl b haodMo g Sikis &yl 3 b Syjdlia o (5513 g (5y9,00 Wigey cCams
ol olil o)l 33 a8 59 o sadie €SG5l uilinn S S 4 Kl pllss )3 4 5l bl A 456 45 34 e 03l LS (bl
Haed €Sl uilien S S (gl 1y ol cadlio cuoSs 3 b 5 ede AU blio jo g Canl ablopd (g3 (3MS] 5 SUen

8. Evil
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24. Liebe/ Love
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27. Terrifying possibility/ Dreadful possibility
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28. Sgren Kierkegaard (1855-1813)
29. Angst

30. Eigenwille/ Self-Will

31. Ego

32. Entscheidung/ Decision



OY-YV : 2o AF (5w VT F 0L ¥ o)Ll YO 0,90 (oo adunsl aslilas F7

it ol 3 5 s (6l 4y ol 18 MalS” Sl pllas o8 30381 1l e 3llas (gl abaBsd o 5l sum s el Sl
d9dsn (St QMg (Bbg 3 jl @lo g 4B)S )3 1) S99 9 0ty Jol 93 cusbly 5Vl Ailtods 4515 1,8 «Butey iy fol
928 31 9 35 oo (Bl e )8y sl sl 5 (25 (sl (I Lol el oS 0 lg0m 5 395503 Bime (e el 3 oS psbon:
(Heidegger, 1985, p. 177) x5 oo (5,5 s> (bt 53315 S 4 ol (e

5 oo 8 adlaie cuaSs p3 ol o b HISST oolias ) conlian] (03151 Slho & a5 loed (095 ¢ Siukid sy guas
Wb 0y M 3 & 1) sl oty S8l 9558 maten U mgyien olibe (ol Elpw 4 0981 «glis cul Jol5 S5 4l
22350 518 JloS (Sguds sl oo 5

JWS sowd 9 slaame! sl 1l uilin 3571 .F

3Tl )3 8 6y ] 3929 oSl prune p3 (Sl 2l pbio sl gy s 315 (e 3 (292K (Sl sl 5]
9 SUSUS G dgag Cllol Jaol Cuyeme b dyuoMe liscis g S suibio sl JoSiwl g pd pe D53 &S S S &
ol o gl 2yl B Sls S35 ol b ST LB 0 oS WS e i 1) B g olidpladl (spm S o
o) > Sl Doty 1y lasl olols il (63939 Sygpmo b cams 3 ol 5l olyio (A5 4 cunss @l uibins 51
oS oo s i Salo G Dltoty 1) o155 ol 3l ool 5] coles 53 9wl (pdy) pamme
g pd 3D C8 o 1yond yliods (ga151 (I
Jeol @ 1l dine ol 008 slyy 900 (e ©yg o 393 A pe (p S le 3 &S (Djgps e o & sl e cwSs p
Wiy o (ySen (u_»] 5 259 S wasS) olyel i1y e8> a8 de8 liniy BN 1 1jaode Sl € s me S oY ol
Oygymo S5 3 ol dlos e gole e JS . (VAY o ((0IYA+ udgee) 3yl ol slodl b g € paga® 355 )3 <8 o a8 5,8 L]
sl JloS & a5l g Jab 4o 098 | JalST (6 prame 48 s 555 g (s (098 G S o ol 3yl 4118 pglia S Jgo g
3)54.3 e 5{\5\9&’ Og.‘ ol )70 d9>9 )'I dlc\»}/«s &S aibl gy )'I d)b”&)_g Jﬁbc\g ‘OLu.JI .\;L»‘_gn Lxo pro) Cﬁl 9 ()Lpl) OLu.JI
Bl )3 A cpl (V) o Az YA dyiode) s cas alblST 1) jiogs paer (JolST 8 o e odl)D g €olen b aS )l 1,
Ll 51 a8 sl o Sl ] Gl (63958 5 o 83005 5 oS S (ooljl (Sl pllas (5 )l 3 Sk ooliT L JelS
ool gt pllss s oSl g5 dou o odu g A pe (Sl g3 (o] o oS j3 Lol 3 j oy
pllss jo 3 5 ol 33l Jglee ( Jobo Jle dlides )3 Jbl ppads Lol 10505 0 Sygo 205 b g abl] ( Slsl Jebb 3g3 e ]
35 Lt b ludl a8 canl 0357 0ol Wolus  pmy ] a8 S 3l lisee il 339 4y B3l ) Kod ol 4 s Wle (5)9 08
olme 3 (o g 0yl 15 T Jgb )« eadl ol p3 ol b b cans (@l 831 (oye ) sl L cgycnlil an 35 1y b e
oS Lo cpl 4 a4l 05,50 cuwd opilgd 5 W5 o 48 Lire ol 40 &5 el D1 Ll L(VEY Lo (0 VYEY (g pakao) canl o] i
(g Glre SWgn 5T & o3l oyl NS i |y 365 (63939 Cpgpo yrmo g 03,8 S lie (ylgd oyl ) WlalST jobas wlg5 o
ol dal e Sy 53 €T a8 Jloline (0l S
JWS U Hali 5l ga g il 50 Sl aliody bl (o
I) OLu.J\ ‘uﬂé).c ul)w )’\ d)ﬁfo).e(g L ‘)MMA o o )d S K oS 6y O\J.ﬁ.n S A OLwJI ‘da\ﬂ )’\ L;ol.v Cﬁl U»L»\ 2
Slye nl d Gwis Cadsd sl (an) Jlil) 929 yaw G 5l (555 49y cnlil sl @lle S5l laoMs g «rala (15 S ) (VA
(YFe=Y0+ Lo ( IYAY ()S) Cunl D539 &5 po (5 e 5 (aome pd & il K05

33. becoming
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