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Abstract

Semantic analysis of Quranic vocabulary and the clarification of semantic relations among words within a network of
meanings constitute an important approach to understanding reveiatory knowledge. One of the terms requiring such
analysis is raja’ (hope). The central question of this study concerns the semantic domain attributed to raja’ in the
Qur’an. The research hypothesis holds that, according to the Qurian, the core of the semantic network of rajé’is divine
mercy and forgiveness. The study adopts a descriptive method in data collection and employs paradigmatic
(substitutional) relations as a key analytical tool in semantic network analysis. The findings indicate that rajz’and its
derivatives in the Qur’an and in exegeticai sources carry at least four meanings: hope or expectation, deiay, fear, and
direction or domain. Based on their relationship to raja; substitute terms are classified into three categories: direct
substitutes, oppositionai substitutes, and impiicative (contextual) substitutes. Direct substitutes include amal, intizar,
umniyya, fama$ tawaqqus; taraqqub, la‘alla, and ‘asa; oppositional substitutes include qunay, ya’s, khawt; and khaba; and
implicative substitutes include mercy, forgiveness, glad tidings, and related concepts. Considering the frequency of these
substitutes in the Qur’an, the semantic network reveals that the conceptuai core of ra/a” centers on divine attributes,
particuiariy forgiveness. This demonstrates that genuine and authentic hope, from the Qur’anic perspective, is hope
directed toward God and His forgiveness.
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