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Abstract

The years 1925 to 1941 constitute one of the most significant periods in the
process of Iran’s modernization. During this period, given the particular
circumstances of Iranian society—including the establishment of security, the
consolidation of a dominant military power, and the suppression of political
opponents—society was placed on a new path toward modernization. Plans and
ideas that had occupied the minds of modernist and reformist intellectuals for
several decades were implemented with the support of Reza Shah. The
implementation of these programs resulted from the need for transformations in
the structure of political power in Iranian society. During this period, the
parliament and the government, through different perspectives and approaches
toward modernity and modernization, sought comprehensive economic and
social reforms. Using the historical-analytical research method, this article
seeks to answer the question of how the modernization policies of the Reza Shah
period affected Iran’s economic conditions and to provide a historical analysis
of their economic consequences. The findings indicate that the modernization
process expanded bureaucratic and legal institutions and promoted
secularization. Tribal communities were suppressed through policies of

I, Assistant Professor of History of Iran in the Islamic Period, Seyyed Jamaleddin Asadabadi
University, Asadabad, Iran. Email: h.sharafisafa@sjau.ac.ir
2. Ph.D. Graduate in the History of Iran in the Islamic Period, Kharazmi University, Tehran, Iran.
Email: gholfi@yahoo.com

Copyright © 2010, SSSI (Shiraz Strategic Studies Institute). This is an Open Access article
distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International, which
permits others to download this work, share it with others and Adapt the material.



50 (W ENEY) ol slazdl 3 ol (oslay pas slog dlad UL

integration and settlement, particularly in relation to agriculture, while the
promotion of national identity contributed to reducing the prominence of ethnic
affiliations. Moreover, the consolidation of landownership was restricted
through new legal measures, and taxation strengthened the central government.
Ultimately, these developments enabled the state to exercise greater control over
the Iranian economy.
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