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Abstract

Examining the causes of mortality in a city and comparing them with those
of other cities across two different periods is an important indicator for disease
prevention, health planning, and the promotion of public health. It is noteworthy
that, since ancient times, Shiites, based on religious traditions attributed to the
Imams of the Prophet’s Household, have preferred to bury their deceased in the
cemeteries of religious cities such as Qom. As a result of this practice, as well
as the Pahlavi government’s requirement to establish archival systems within
the administrative structure of the Holy Shrine, numerous documents, including
death certificates, referral letters, and other records, have survived from 1309
to 1344 SH in the Archives Center of the Fatemi Holy Shrine.This study was
conducted by collecting and utilizing documentary data through a descriptive-
analytical method, with the aim of examining the social status and determining
the causes of mortality among those buried at the Holy Shrine of Hazrat
Masoumeh (peace be upon her) during the Pahlavi era. The findings indicate
that approximately 4,671 individuals were buried at the Holy Shrine between
1309 and 1344 SH, including 2,547 men and 2,124 women, demonstrating a
relatively balanced gender distribution among those buried. The findings also
show that the social status of individuals had a relatively significant influence
on the type of illness and burial at the Holy Shrine, to the extent that it can be
argued that most of those buried at the Holy Shrine belonged to distinctive social
and economic backgrounds.
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